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This book is partially based on my dissertation which I 
completed at Yale University, New Haven, USA, in 2002. 
I added many details to the empirical evidence, incorpo-
rated new ideas on warfare and related theoretical frame-
works, and restructured the argument. A book is never the 
undertaking of the author alone, rather interactions with and 
support from other people contribute significantly to its 
final shape. Hence, acknowledgments and thanks are in 
place.

Thanks is due to Prof. Dr. Herwig Friesinger, Chair of 
the Prehistoric Commission of the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences, who has shown great interest in my studies since 
1988, when I began as an undergraduate student at the De-
partment of Prehistory at the University of Vienna. He 
supported my move to Yale University for graduate studies 
as well as the publication of this book. 

I wish to acknowledge Dr. Evžen Neustupný, Institute of 
Archaeology at the University Plzen, and Dr. Christian 
Mayer, Federal Bureau for the Protection of Monuments, 
Vienna, for their continuous support during various stages 
of my research, their critical comments of my writings, and 
for many fruitful discussions. The late Dr. Johannes-Wolf-
gang Neugebauer, Federal Bureau of Historical Monuments, 
Vienna, and Dr. Christine Neugebauer-Maresch, Prehis-
toric Commission of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
deserve credit for their assistance in my first research project 
concerning the Bronze Age and their help in getting its 
results published. I would like to credit my dissertation 
advisor, Dr. Frank Hole, and my two readers, Dr. Richard 
Burger, Dr. Michael Dietler, now University of Chicago, for 
giving me the opportunity to develop my thoughts and 
sharpen my arguments in numerous discussions inside and 
outside of the classroom. 

Many thanks are due to the many museum directors, 
curators, and private collectors who gave me unlimited ac-
cess to their collections. In no particular order, I am in-
debted to Dr. Hans Tuzar and Werner Vasicek, Krahuletz-
Museum Eggenburg, Mag. Gerhard Hasenhündl, Städtisches 
Museum Hollabrunn, Dr. Ekkehard Barth, Dr. Anton Kern, 

and Mag. Johann Reschreiter, Prehistoric Department of the 
Natural History Museum Vienna, Dr. Sandra-Krenn Leeb, 
Department of Prehistory at the University of Vienna, Dr. 
Ernst Lauermann, Niederösterreichisches Landesmuseum in 
Aspern, Dr. Else-Britt Filipson, Göteborg Stadsmuseum, 
Sweden, Franz Schönbichler, Museum Krems, Franz Drost, 
Stefan and Herta Allerbauer, Erich Pieler, Dr. Milan Salaš, 
Moravské Zemského v Brně, Dr. Tmonova, Olomouc City 
Museum, Aleš Drechsler and Renata Skřebseá, Archeologi-
cal Museum Přerov, and Dr. Juraj Bartík, Archaeological 
Museum Bratislava. 

I also wish to thank, again in no particular order, for 
favors large and small, Dr. Otto H. Urban, Chair of the 
Department of Prehistory at the University of Vienna, Dr. 
Gerhard Trnka, Dr. Erik Szameit, Dr. Alois Stuppner, Dr. 
Alexandra Krenn-Leeb, Dr. Michael Doneus, and Dr. Anton 
Distelberger, all Department of Prehistory at the University 
of Vienna, Dr. Maria Teschler-Nicola, Prehistoric Depart-
ment of the Natural History Museum Vienna, Dr. Peter 
Biehl, Martin-Luther-University Halle, Zoja Benkvosky-
Pivovarová, Dr. Jan Turek, Institute of Archaeology at the 
University Plzen, Randi Eldevik, Department of English at 
Oklahoma State University, Helen Clements, Library at 
Oklahoma State University, Dr. Natalia Venclová, Dr. Jirán, 
and Dr. Matoušek, all of the Institute of Archaeology at 
Prague, Dr. Miloslav Slabina, National Museum, Prague, 
Dr. Vladimir Podborský, University Brno, Dr. Stanislav 
Stuchlík, Archaeological Institute Brno, Dr. Kristian Kris-
tiansen, University Göteborg, Mag. Christoph Blesl, Federal 
Bureau for the Protection of Monuments, Vienna, Franz 
Pieler, Dr. John Carman, Birmingham University, Professor 
Bernhard Hänsel, Freie Universität Berlin, Carol Ember, 
Melvin Ember, and Christiane Cunnar, Human Relations 
Area Files at Yale University, and Kurt Raaf laub, Brown 
University. Special thanks goes to my editor, Dr. Michaela 
Lochner, for her assistance.  

While at Yale University, funding for research on my 
dissertation came from the John Perry Miller Fund, the John 
F. Enders Fellowship, the Augusta Hazard Fund, the Mellon 
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Fund Predissertation Grant, Yale University Fellowship 
Grants, the University of Vienna, and the Department of 
Culture and Science of Lower Austria. While at Oklahoma 
State University, I received Dean’s Incentive Grants, Okla-
homa State University College of Arts and Sciences Travel 
Grants, and an Oklahoma Humanities Council award for 
research on this book.  For all this support I am very grate-
ful. 

Several people deserve special consideration because 
common professional interest resulted in cherished friend-

ships: Dr. Monika Griebl, Mag. Heidrun Helgert, Dr. Chris-
tian Mayer, Dr. Gabriele Scharrer-Lischka, Dr. Alois 
Stuppner, and Dr. Christine Zingerle. Last, but not least, I 
wish to thank my husband, Dr. Jason Lavery, for uncondi-
tional support of my studies, and my daughter Katarina, 
whose laughter from the bottom of her heart put things into 
perspective.

The people and organizations mentioned deserve much 
of the credit for the realization of this work; all errors belong 
to the author.


