
Preface by the Series Editor

The 25 th Yolume of the 25($ series b\ 6abina &Yeþek is dedicated to the sites dukurioi 
Höyük (Turkey) and P latia M agoula Z arkou (Greece) and their interdisciplinary socio-cultural 
contextualization in the Aegean world of the 3 rd millennium BCE. Both sites constitute a cru-
cial part in the research focus of our department, concentrated in the P reh is t o ric  P h eno mena 
research group managed by the series editor. The integration of the western and eastern coasts 
of the Aegean S ea into a socio-cultural approach and its additional much broader contextual-
ization within southeast Europe, prehistoric Anatolia and western Asia forms a methodologi-
cal and theoretical fundament of our group’s research.

I nitiating an interdisciplinary team of P hD  students within the funded D O C-team program 
of the Austrian Academy of S ciences in 2015  not only supported our main aims but also of-
fered new perspectives. The expertise and theoretical background in modern socio-cultural 
anthropology offers a wider and partially different perception for the understanding and mod-
elling of our archaeological and scienti¿c data be\ond the traditional ethnoarchaeological aS-
Sroach. 6abina &Yeþek and her 3h' student�collaborators managed a team�based and in�deSth 
study with a focus on the role of households very successfully and with solid results.

The Sresent book demonstrates the successful outcome of 6abina &Yeþek’s thesis in inte-
grating the two prehistoric sites to shed new light on the social organization in the Early Bronze 
Age Aegean and western Anatolia. The role of households, modes of production and types of 
economies, craft specialization, types of exchange systems and further aspects are systemati-
cally analysed within the context of non-state social organization. S he suggests a ‘great man 
model’ for the EBA Çukuriçi communities different than the assumed ‘big man model’ for 
the P latia M agoula Z arkou inhabitants. O verall, she argues convincingly for a more complex  
socio-political organization model in the Aegean Early Bronze Age, including multiple types 
existing contemporaneously in the 3 rd millennium BCE. Her results are based on the huge data-
sets and archaeological studies of both sites, also available for the interested reader.

The P latia M agoula Z arkou project by Eva Alram-S tern successfully accomplished the publi-
cation of the previously excavated stratigraphies and selected materials as the 23 rd O REA volume, 
which provides the important data and their contextualization for some aspects discussed in 
the present study. The primary data, materials and related analyses of the second prehistoric 
site in focus are continuously published in the Çukuriçi Höyük series, of which the present 
open access monograph on H o u s eh o l d E c o no mies  in t h e E arl y  B ro nz e A ge A egean by S abina 
&Yeþek reSresents its �th volume. Her studies are part of our long-term investigations on the 
prehistory of the Ephesos region and the central Aegean coast of western Anatolia with a focus 
on the results of our excavations at Çukuriçi Höyük conducted between 2007 and 2014. The 
already published Çukuriçi volumes on the introductory framework of chronology, stratigra-
phy and contexts (O REA 5 ), on the L ate Chalcolithic settlements and materials (O REA 7) and 
on the Early Bronze Age metallurgy (O REA 22) form the backbone to the present volume, 
together with the currentl\ c. �0 SaSers on Yarious toSics and scienti¿c anal\ses related to the 
Çukuriçi remains available via the open access and online repository of the Austrian Academy 
of S ciences P ress (https: / / epub.oeaw.ac.at/ ERC-P rehistoric-anatolia). Additional volumes on 
the Early Bronze Age architecture and stratigraphy as well as on textile production have been 
completed and will come out soon, some parts of them having already been available to the 
author at the time of writing.



Çukuriçi Höyük 410 

M y sincere thanks go to the Austrian Academy of S ciences for the funding of the D O C 
team project and the P ostD oc-Track fellowship for the author. Financial support for the book 
has been provided by the Holzhausen L egat and the O pen Access Fund of the Ö AW as well 
as the U niversity of V ienna. I  warmly thank our well-practised publication team with U lrike 
S chuh responsible for the editorial management and N icola Wood for English corrections. The 
graphics and layout were prepared by D aniela S eiler. S pecial thanks go to the Austrian Acad-
emy of S ciences P ress for their ongoing support of the O REA series.

Barbara Horejs
6cienti¿c director of the $ustrian $rchaeological ,nstitute

V ienna, 1 J uly 2022




