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ABSTRACT: This article presents the first edition of an unpublished fragmentary Greek parchment housed in the Papyrus Collec-
tion of the Austrian National Library. The fragment, dated to the sixth century, contains portions of the Passion of St. Theo-
doret of Antioch, who was martyred in 362 CE during the reign of Emperor Julian the Apostate. The discovery of this Viennese
text is of considerable significance, since no account of Theodoret’s martyrdom was previously known to predate the 10th—11th
century CE. Moreover, the version of the passion preserved in this parchment appears to be otherwise unattested and is not
represented in the medieval manuscript tradition.
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or Herakleopolite nome)

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PARCHMENT

The parchment P.Vindob. G 19912 is medium brown and consists of three distinct fragments, broken
on all sides, with small wormholes scattered throughout. The script appears on the flesh side, while
the hair side remains blank. The first fragment measures 6.2 x 6.2 cm. Although broken on all sides,
parts of the original left margin are preserved (0.6—0.9 cm), while the other margins are entirely lost.
The second and third fragments are also in very poor condition, broken on all sides, and measure 5.1
x 4.3 cm (fr. 2) and 5.2 % 6.2 cm (fr. 3) respectively. The line spacing is approximately 0.3 cm. There
are no signs of punctuation or any other diacritical signs. As neither the upper nor the lower margin
has been preserved, it is not possible to determine the original height of the leaf from which the
fragments originate.

The parchment appears to have been in better condition when it first entered the Vienna Collec-
tion. In his handwritten inventory journal of the Papyrus Collection of the Austrian National Library,
K. Wessely notes that the text originally consisted of two (not three!) fragments and provides a more
complete version of the fourth line of the first fragment: Jexelevcevavtovel. In its current state, the
parchment preserves only ékéievoev avz[, indicating that a small piece containing three letters broke
off over time. Regarding the different number of fragments, one possible explanation is that Wessely
believed the second and third fragments originally belonged together, preserving parts of the same
lines, and therefore counted them as a single fragment. However, this is not the case, as the first half
of the second fragment seems to contain a dialogue between Theodoret and his persecutor before his
passion, whereas the first half of the third fragment already describes the saint’s martyrdom. Unfor-
tunately, the exact extent of the text missing between the second and third fragment cannot be deter-
mined.
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PROVENANCE AND DATE OF THE PARCHMENT

Although the text itself provides no indication of its provenance, K. Wessely notes in his handwritten
inventory kept in the Austrian National Library, that the parchment is part of the 1883 acquisition
(“ex 1883”), 1.e. the so-called first batch of finds from modern-day Fayum (‘erster Fayumer Fund’),
which includes papyri and parchments from the ancient Arsinoite and Heracleopolite nomes!'.

Wessely dates the parchment to the sixth or seventh century CE, and the palaeographic features
of the text further support this attribution, although we consider a date in the sixth century to be more
likely. The text is written in a trained literary hand, characterized by uniformity and experience in
crafting literary works, though it is not entirely free from errors, as evidenced by two spelling mis-
takes in lines 2 and 17. A distinctive feature of this hand is the shape of the & (and occasionally the
6), which includes an additional dot in the upper right part (see 11. 2-5, 10, 12, 18, 19, 21-23). The
script shares many characteristics with biblical scripts found in papyri and parchments from the pe-
riod, particularly with the so-called maiuscula biblica; cf. P.Amh. 192 (LXX, Deuteronomy; G.
CAVALLO — H. MAEHLER, Greek Bookhands of the Early Byzantine Period: A.D. 300—-800. London
1987, pl. 8e; mid-6™ cent. CE); PSI inv. 535 (Oration on Christ’s Passio?; G. CAVALLO — H. MAEH-
LER, pl. 19¢; 2™ half of 5 cent. CE); P.Vindob. G. 36102 (John 4, 9,12; G. CAVALLO, Ricerche sulla
maiuscola biblica. Florence 1966, pl. 105; 6 cent. CE); P.Berol. inv. 5015 (= F. BLASS, Fragmente
griechischer Handschriften im Koniglichen Agyptischen Museum zu Berlin, Zeitschrift fiir Agypti-
sche Sprache und Altertumskunde 19 [1881] 23-24, no. 13 [TrGF 2 677, ed. R. KANNICHT —
B. SNELL]) (Tragedy?; photo in https://berlpap.smb.museum/Original/P_05015 V 3 001.jpg [ac-
cessed: 26.12.2025]; 6 cent. CE); BKT VI 2.2 = P. Berol. Inv. 6789 (The Shepherd of Hermas,
Similitudines VIII 1, 1-12; photo in https://berlpap.smb.museum/Original/P_06789 R _001.jpg [ac-
cessed: 26.12.2025]; late Sth—early 6th cent. CE); P.Berol. inv. 21344 (= W. M. BRASHEAR, Vier
neue Texte zum antiken Bildungswesen. Archiv fiir Papyrusforschung und Verwandte Gebiete 40
(1994) 34-35, no. 4) (Christian Writing Exercise; photo in https://berlpap.smb.museum/04528 [ac-
cessed: 26.12.2025]; 7" cent. CE).

CHARACTER AND CONTENT OF THE TEXT

The literary nature of the text is evident from both its content and the scribe’s skilled handwriting
(see above). Despite their poor state of preservation, it is clear that the fragments narrate a story
involving a certain Theodoretus, explicitly mentioned in fragments 2 and 3. Many words found in
the text strongly suggest that the parchment recounts the passion of a saint; including the following:
onuog (“public executioner”, 1. 5), amoBviokm (“to die”, 1. 12), tdrtopon (“to settle”, “to agree
upon”, and later “to promise”, 1. 12), ovpavog (“heaven”, 1. 13), oyowiov (“rope”, 1. 17), ta pé€An tod
paptopog (“limbs of the martyr”, 1. 18), vedpov (“tendon”, 1. 19). This impression is further rein-
forced by the use of direct speech, a characteristic feature of Passions; cf. the following passages of
the present text: 1. 1-2: dmoxpivope (1. -on), 1. 2: edyodue[vog, 1. 11: 6 Ocoddpntog eine[v, 1. 12: pun?]
amdBave, 1. 22: 6 Oglo[S]mpnroc eimelv, 1. 23: k]oi gin[£]v ot émyv@d[vor. The repeated mention of
the name Theodoretus, along with the similarities—discussed in the commentary below—between
the preserved sections of this parchment and the published Passions of Theodoret of Antioch, sug-
gests that the Vienna parchment contains passages from a Passion of this saint. The present account
of Theodoret’s martyrdom appears not to have been previously attested or preserved in any known
medieval manuscript (see below).

! See H. LOEBENSTEIN, Vom ,,Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer zur Papyrussammlung der Osterreichischen Nationalbibliothek. 100
Jahre Sammeln, Bewahren, Edieren, in: P.Rain.Cent. Vienna 1983, 3-39, esp. 4-6.
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ST. THEODORET OF ANTIOCH'S MARTYRDOM

In his Ecclesiastical History (V 7-11), Sozomen mentions Theodoret among the martyrs and con-
fessors who suffered under Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363 CE). St. Theodoret’s martyrdom
took place in Antioch at the hands of the emperor Julian’s maternal uncle, also named Julian, who
served as Comes Orientis in 362-363 CE and took harsh measures against Christians in Antioch,
including the closure of all churches?. Theodoret was a Christian priest (tpecfitepoc) in that city
and, according to Sozomen (Historia Ecclesiastica V 8), the keeper of the Church’s sacred vessels.
He was arrested, brutally tortured, and ultimately decapitated for his Christian faith by order of the
Comes Orientis, Julian. Theodoret of Cyrrhus® recounts that after a large part of Apollo’s temple in
Daphne, a suburb of Antioch, was destroyed by fire, Emperor Julian had the Great Church of Antioch
closed, blaming the “orthodox” Christians for the event, and handed it over to the followers of Arius.
During this upheaval, comes Julian entered the Great Church of Antioch with his associates Felix
and Elpidios, stole valuable objects, urinated against the main altar and struck Bishop Euzoius on the
jaw when he attempted to intervene. According to Sozomen’s version of the story*, when comes
Julian entered the Church, only the priest Theodoret remained to protect the valuable objects. As a
result, comes Julian ordered that Theodoret be arrested, subjected to torture, and ultimately be-
headed’. According to the Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae, St. Theodoret of Antioch
was commemorated on 2 March®, and is currently commemorated by the Greek Orthodox Church on
3 March’.

If the identification of the present parchment as a testimony to the martyrdom of St. Theodoret is
correct, the Viennese text is highly significant, as no accounts of Theodoret’s passion were previ-
ously known to predate the 10"-11"™ century CE (see below). In addition, this new finding proves
that this saint of Antioch was also venerated in Egypt and reinforces the view that accounts of mar-
tyrdom were highly popular in Byzantine Egypt, as evidenced by various papyri and parchments®.

THE LITERARY TRADITION OF GREEK PASSIONS OF ST. THEODORET

The Bibliotheca Graeca (BHG) records only one Theodoretus and lists three surviving Greek ac-
counts on his passio: a) BHG 2424z, b) 2425, ¢) 2425¢°.

2 On him, see, e.g., W. PORTMANN in: DNP 6 (Iul-Lee, Stuttgart — Weimar 1999) 11 s.v. Iulianus/-os 10; PLRE 1. A.D. 260~
395. Cambridge 1971, 470471 (s.v. Ivlianvs 12).

Historia Ecclesiastica 111 3.4-5, ed. L. PARMENTIER — G. C. HANSEN, Theodoret. Kirchengeschichte (GCS N.F. 5). Berlin
31998, 188.

Historia Ecclesiastica V 8.1-2, ed. J. BIDEZ — G. C. HANSEN, Sozomenus. Kirchengeschichte (GCS N.F. 4). Berlin 21995,
203.

On Theodoret’s life and death, see, e.g., W. ENSSLIN in: RE 2.10.5 (Thapsos—Thesara. Stuttgart 1934) 1802; B. KOTTING in:
LThK? 10 (Teufel-Zypern. Freiburg 1965) 32, and H. C. TEITLER, Ammianus, Libanius, Chrysostomus, and the Martyrs of
Antioch. Vigiliae Christianae 67 (2013) 263-288, esp. 280-282.

Synaxarium Eccl. CP mensis Martii, day 11 7 (ed. H. DELEHAYE, Synaxarium ecclesiae Constantinopolitanae [e codice Sir-
mondiano nunc Berolinensi] [Propylaeum ad Acta Sanctorum Novembris). Brussels 1902): Tf adtii fuépg pvijun tod &v
ayloig moTpog NUAV Beodwpitov TpecPutépov Avtioysiag (On the same day is the commemoration of our holy father The-
odoret, presbyter of Antioch).

For the various dates of St. Theodoret’s commemoration recorded in the manuscript tradition, see B. DE GAIFFIER, «Sub
Iuliano Apostata» dans le martyrologe romain. AnBoll 74 (1956) 5-49, esp. 16, as well as the database The Cult of Saints in
Late Antiquity from its origins to circa AD 700, across the entire Christian world (http://csla.history.ox.ac.uk [accessed:
26.12.2025]).

On martyrdoms in the papyri, see, e.g., P.Duk.inv. 438 (= P. VAN MINNEN, The Earliest Account of a Martyrdom in Coptic.
AnBoll 113 [1995] 13-38), P.Mich.inv. 548 (= G. M. BROWNE, The Martyrdom of Paese and Thecla. Chronique d’Egypte
49 [1974] 201-205) and PSI I 26.27. See also MPER XVII 78, and A. PAPACONSTANTINOU, Martyres ou martyria? Une
relecture de P. Vindob. G 22.683 (MPER XVII 78). ZPE 130 (2000) 193—196.

9 BHG I11. Brussels 31957, 73, and BHG, Novum Auctarium. Brussels 1984, 261.

w

I

v

=N

N

o



360 Marianna Thoma — Amphilochios Papathomas

a) BHG 2424z is still unpublished. A. Ehrhard has identified a fragment of a Passion of St. The-
odoret, which is distinct from BHG 2425 (see below) in a collection dated to 1000 CE and preserved
in the Halki Codex 95 (Patriarchal Library, Agia Trias, ff. 107°~108" [Diktyon 33593], 10"-11™
cent.)'%. On this unpublished passio and the manuscript Halki Codex 95, see also the entry in Pinakes:
https://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/notices/cote/33593/ (accessed 26.12.2025).

b) BHG 2425 has already been published by F. Halkin!'. It is a passion of St. Theodoret, preserved
in Patmos manuscript 736 (Mong Agiou Idannou tou Theologou, fol. 14—25" [ Diktyon 54974], 14"
century). For more on this Passion and Patmos Cod. 736, see https://pinakes. irht.cnrs.fr/notices/
cote/54974/ (accessed 26.12.2025).

¢) Finally, for the Passion of St. Theodoret BHG 2425c, see Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantino-
politanae 503, 11. 19-55 (DELEHAYE), and Acta Sanctorum Octobris (ed. J. VAN HECKE — B. BOSSUE
— V. DE BUCK — E. CARPENTIER, Acta Sanctorum Octobris, vol. 10. Brussels 1861, 32-35, esp. 33).

Accounts of the Passion of St. Theodoret of Antioch have also survived in Latin texts catalogued
in the Bibliotheca Hagiographica Latina (BHL)"2.

The version preserved in the Viennese parchment appears, broadly speaking, to follow the version
attested in Halkin’s edition (BHG 2425), in both content and vocabulary (cf. the line commentary
below), despite the difference in length between the two texts. However, the two texts are far from
identical: the saint’s Passion in our fragments seems to be a summary, whereas BHG 2425 apparently
offers a fuller account. One possibility is that a priest or a monk produced the present summary in
order to incorporate it later into one of his own compositions, possibly a sermon. Unfortunately, the
surviving portions of the parchment are too limited to allow us to determine the exact parameters of
this summary’s production.

10" A. EHRHARD, Uberlieferung und Bestand der hagiographischen und homiletischen Literatur der griechischen Kirche von den
Anfingen bis zum Ende des 16. Jahrhunderts. Erster Teil: Die Uberlieferung, Bd. 1. Osnabriick 1965, 575 n. 2. Cf. BHG
Auctarium 2424z.

' F. HALKIN, La passion grecque de saint Théodoret d’Antioche (BHG 2425), in: F. HALKIN, Hagiologie byzantine: Textes
inédits publiés en grec et traduits en frangais (Subsidia Hagiographica 71). Brussels 1986, 123—151.

12 See BHL 8074-8076 (= Socii Bollandiani [eds.], Bibliotheca Hagiographica latina: antiquae et mediae aetatis [BHL]. Brus-
sels 1900-1901, 1169-1170). See also TEITLER, Martyrs of Antioch, and P. FRANCHI DE’ CAVALIERI, Passio s. Theodoriti,
in: Note Agiografiche 6 (S¢t7 33). Rome 1920, 89—101. In the opening remarks of his edition (pp. 59-88), Franchi De’
Cavalieri proposes the hypothesis that the Latin martyria were based on an alternative Greek source, different from that of
Sozomen.
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G 19912 (R/V)
+7294994603

Plate 1: P.Vindob. G 19912
(enlarged image of the original: 6.2 X 6.2 cm [fr. 1], 5.1 X 4.3 cm [ft. 2], .2 X 6.2 cm [fr. 3])
(Austrian National Library, Department of Papyri, by courtesy of director Bernhard Palme)
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EDITION OF THE NEW PARCHMENT

P.Vindob. G 19912 6.2 6.2 cm (fr. 1), 5.1 X 4.3 cm (fr. 2) 6" cent. CE
Arsinoite or Herakleopolite nome 5.2x%6.2 cm (fr. 3) Plate 1

Fr. 1

1 [M]aplac capE ey gl- - - -]

2 nokpivoue gdydue[vog - - -]

3 TOV EMOTPEY<AVTO> KE[- - -]

4 gkélevoey avT[OV € - - -]

5 pat. T@v 8¢ dnpiwv [- - -]

6 o0 TV Ka[- - -]

7 v ovi[- - -]

8 g[---]

Fr.2

9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
25

Fr. 3

[---  19¢[---] 17 [--- oclxoviow e [---]

[--- 1. o Bslax]---] 18 [- - - 1a] pékn T0d pudp[tovpog - - -]
[---  ]0@eoddpntoc eine[v---] 19 [- - - didovplov ta vedpa €[- - -]
[--- ]dndBave ta&due[vog---] 20 [- - - Jov 1oV dvdpa [- - - ]

[- - - €ig TOV]g 0VpavoLg GVvAA[Bev 21 [---].yevécBor [ ---]

[--- 1Bed evog. [---] 22 [- - - 6 Oglo[d]wpnrog elmelv - - -]
[--- Iv..e [---] 23 [--- ol glafé]v oot dmyve] - - -]
[--- 1..[---] 24 [---].ow[ . Jwow, el odk[

[-- Teo[---]

1-2 1. dmoxpivopor 17 1. oyowiolg

TRANSLATION

Fr. 1

... flesh of Mary ... and I respond by wishing that ... the one who returned ... and ordered him ...
while the executioners ...

Fr.2

... Theodoret said ... die, settling ... ascended to heaven ...

Fr. 3

... with ropes ... the limbs of the martyr ... they were pulling the tendons ... the man... to become
... Theodoret said ... and told you to come to know (?) ... if not ...
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COMMENTARY

Fr. 1

1 M]opiag obpé: The phrase “flesh of Mary,” i.e. the Virgin Mary, refers to Jesus Christ himself.
Jesus is often referred to periphrastically by reference to his mother, the Virgin Mary; cf., e.g., The-
odoret, Historia ecclesiastica 111 12, 4 (ed. PARMENTIER-HANSEN 189): év Omoioig okevecty
vanpeteital 6 Mapiog viog. From a palaeographic perspective, the letter & is oddly shaped. However,
other restorations (e.g., utJapioc Zapdava[r]d[Aov; cf. Zonaras, Epitome historiarum XII 14 [ed. L.
DINDORF, loannis Zonarae epitome historiarum, vol. 3. Leipzig 1870, 119, 4-6]: 610 tadta £uionon
VIO TWAVT®V O ZoapdavAmorog, U oteydviov Tag papiag kol aicyporadeiog avtod) do not offer a
better palacographic solution or provide a more coherent interpretation.

1-2 [d&]|mokpivope edyope[vog]: The first-person singular suggests direct speech rather than nar-
ration. Instead of [d]|moxpivope, one could also consider the restoration [0]|mokpivope, although this
seems less likely to us. On dnokpivopan, cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni (BHG 2425) 7, 11.
13-16 (ed. HALKIN): mai&ot novAnng, ov | koldoal, dikaotd, anokpivacOat, v Thg EUNG Yoyis
KkatapoAaéor oteppoTNTa T Pporxeia vt O Eotkev DENEOGS | Tondid; 8.38—40: kai 6 Ocodm-
pntog: «Ilepi ToHTOL 848MKE GOt TPO | ticpod THV AmOKPIGLV: Kod VDV 00K TV £1KOG TEPL TMV aNTdY
| Kol Ay oot daréyesBon kTA. Cf. also Passio sanctorum Leontii, Hypatii, Theoduli et sociorum
(BHG 986a) 11, 11. 11-13 (ed. F. HALKIN, Passion et miracle posthume de Saint Léonce, martyr a
Tripoli en Phénicie. AnBoll 82 [1964] 322-340): éni moAD 8¢ Egopévov oD | pakapiov Agovtiov kai
unodev OAmg amokpvopévov anTod | €1 U LOVoV 0XOUEVOL Kol AEYOVTOG.

3 t6v: On the reading of v instead of , cf. the v in [&]|mokpivope (1. 1-2).

gmotpéy<avto>: We suggest this restoration based on the presence of T6v at the beginning of the
line. For the use of émotpépw in an early Christian context, cf., e.g., Acta Joannis (ed. T. ZAHN, Acta
Joannis. Erlangen 1880, 67, 1. 4-6): xai {ntel og Bavatdoot. Kai 00£wc EENADOV Kol katedimELy |
ue €oc EE® NG MOAEMG, Kol OVKETL E00EV e EmoTpéyal, | Aéyov mpdg ue; Martyrium sanctorum
Carpi, Papyli et Agathonicae (BHG 294) 5, 11. 29-30 (H. DELEHAYE, Les Actes des martyrs de Per-
game. AnBoll 58 [1940] 158-176): kai t0oig avOpdTOIS cuVAVESTPAPEN Kol £5ida&ev Mudg, | dote
EMOTPEYL ATO TOV pataimv eI0OA®V Kol yivedokey avtdv. In the version of Theodoret’s Martyrdom
published by Halkin, the verb émiotpépm appears only in 11, 1. 8-10: éxeivov 6& unde pkpov g
T00TOV £MGTPEPO|LEVOD SeNcemS, EUevey 0DTOG TTepL TMV avTAY Koi A petd | Oeppotépag 16V
TOPOKANCEMG.

4 éxélevoev avz[ov € - - -]: As previously mentioned, in Wessely’s handwritten inventory this
passage is written as follows: Jekehevcevavtove[. In the current state of the fragment, we can only
read the first two letters of avtov and some traces of the 1. It is likely that avz[6v], as the object of
kehevw, refers to one of the executioners who tortured Theodoret upon receiving the order from
Julian; cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni 4, 11. 12—15 (ed. HALKIN): TadtnVv 00K £VEYK®V THV
mappnoiav, THnTE|chot Katd Td 6TEPVAE TOV Y10V 0 oKNIT®V pupiov EkEdevcey KTA. The verb kehevm
is frequently attested in Martyrdom accounts, cf. Acta et martyrium Apollonii 11 (H. MUSURILLO,
The Acts of the Christian Martyrs. Oxford 1972, 90—104): kai ped’ fuépog tpeilg Ekélevoey avToOV
ayOnvay, Acta Joannis 144, 11. 14—17 (ZAHN): dkovcag 6 tadta 6 avivmatog mepl | Todvvov Ekélev-
oevV aOTOV ACQUADG kpatnOfvar kol Eveyxdijvan | Kai dAda déppoata Dypa kai Onpia Bovatikd, Omwg
M) Topiy | Zocwmdatpov kol tov Todvvny dmofdAin ®g cuvictopa avtod; Martyrium Petri 36, 11.
12-13 (ed. L. VOUAUX, Les actes de Pierre. Paris 1922, 398-466): amyayov 1® Aypinmg. Kdkeivog
d1a TV vocov awtod €n’ aitig | a0edtnToC EKédEVaEY aTOV aTavpwbijvatl. The verb is also common
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in the New Testament, cf. Matthew 18.25: éxélevcev adTOV O KOPLOG TPadfvaL Kol THV yovaiko Koi
T Tékva Kol Tavta 6oa Exel; Luke 18.40: otabeig 6& 6 Incodg ekédevoev adTov aydTjvar Tpog avTodv.
For evidence from documentary papyri, cf., e.g., P.Cair.Isid. 64.11-13 (298 CE): kai éxé[A]evoev
avToV drovta To Katailefévta (1. -Aet-) Vo T[0]D UMV TaTPOg TadTa ULV | To[p]acyElv.

5 t@v 8¢ dnpiwy: For the form of ® in dnpiwy, cf. the same letter in t@v in 1l. 5 and 6. The word
dnuog (“public executioner”) in the plural is primarily attested in Martyrdom accounts. It appears
five times in Theodoret’s Passio cf. 3, 11. 34-35 (ed. HALKIN): m¢ yap yepoi dnuiov doHelg vokTtog |
v €t Bavatov fyeto, petdmepntog avtika yivetor 1@ dwd|Covty; 5, 1. 35-37: dAL’ dybnto, Epn
OTPAPELG TPOG TOVG | dnuiovg, kovtog; 7, 1. 21-22: tag pev 1dv dnpiov 0 dwdlov yelpag ioTd ThHg
€ig 10 Kolalewv oppiig; 8.3—4: kai oi dnpot Erotpoy; 8, 11. 22-24: Bouod nAncbeic £mi Toig Tapd TOV
onuiov | Aeyouévorg 6 Tovitavog, Tov dua OaAdtng tovtolc Emeyneiloato Odvatov. On parallels from
other Martyrdom accounts, cf., e.g., Symeon Metaphrastes, Martyrium decem martyrum qui in Creta
passi sunt (BHG 1197). PG 572.51-56: 1®v 8¢ dnpiwv | HeTd TNV TEAEI®OV DTOY®PNGAVIOV, TOV
GLYYEVAV | aOTOIG TIVES, TEPL TOV TOTOV VIOAEIPOEVTEG TAL 1Epa | TOVTOV Asiyava TEPIGTEALOVGL TE
Ting kol kota|tifevron; Vita sancti Mamantis 17, 11. 8-9 (ed. A. BERGER, Die alten Viten des Hei-
ligen Mamas von Kaisareia. Mit einer Edition der Vita BHG 1019. AnBoll 120 [2002] 280-308): TV
8¢ dnpiov éni mieiov Eedviov avtov, 6 Mapoag | dvaBréyag eic Tov 0dpavov Eotévaley Kol einev;
Passio sancti Agathonici martyris et sociorum (BHG 40) 8, 1. 15 (ed. G. VAN HOOF, Acta sancti
Agathonici martyris et sociorum, nunc primum edita ex codice Leidensi. AnBoll 2 [1883] 99-115):
TAV 0 OV TdXEL TOALD TO KeEAEVOOEY ToMcavToV, étehewwdncav; Passio sancti Hieronis et so-
ciorum XXXII (e cod. Marc. 349) (BHG 749) 10, 11. 23-28 (H. DELEHAYE, Acta Sanctorum [No-
vembris], vol. 3. Brussels 1910, 329-335): t@v 8¢ dnuiov | 10 keEAeLGOEV AmoTANPOVVTOV Kol £l
TOALOIG | dpoaug Tovg ayiovg katakilovtov KTA. For occurrences of the term in papyrus documents,
cf. SB XII 15723.2-3 (late 6™ cent. CE): kai ®otBéupmv | SMuoc.

6 00: A genitive ending in -ov is also possible. There is no room for [t]oVt@v.

Fr.2

10 ]. a.  Belo k[: Several possibilities may be considered for the restoration of this passage for
example ] ainOeia k[ (cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni 6.2—3 [ed. HALKIN]: én’ aAn0eiag,
ginev, O | duootd, TOiG 6oig émiong dvontaivelg 0£0ic); | . bvw Osia k[ (cf. Historia Alexandri, Rec.
Byzantina poetica [cod. Marc. 408], ed. S. REICHMANN, Das byzantinische Alexandergedicht nach
dem codex Marcianus 408 herausgegeben [Beitrdge zur klassischen Philologie 13]. Meisenheim am
Glan 1963] 3940: v dve Ogiov IIpovolav ybprtog dmovépm); |, o Bon@sux k[ (cf. Passio sancti
Theodoreti Antiocheni [BHG 2425] 8.5-6 [ed. HALKIN]: dAL’ 6 vod¢ 00K €lye KAUVELY TG HAPTLPL
obte PNV 10 | oTOHO O1ydV: EMeKAAEL TOOE TNV dve PonBewav); | 1 v Bela k[ndepovia (cf. Theodo-
retus, Historia ecclesiastica 111 12, 4 [ed. PARMENTIER—HANSEN 189, 11. 9-10]: pavor ¢ Aéyeton g
Epnua ta Xplotovdv Thg Oeiog vmapyet kndepoviag).

11 § @codmpnrog eine[v: This passage, along with 1. 22: 6 Og]o[§]dpnrog einelv, is fundamental
for identifying the text, as it appears to introduce the words of St. Theodoret during his martyrdom.
The name of the saint may also have appeared a few lines later; cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Anti-
ocheni 4, 11. 5-6 (ed. HALKIN): kai 0 dyloc: «Eyo pév gipn, onoiv, | @codmdpntog KTA.».

12 ] dndBave: The form andOave appears to be an imperative; cf. Antonius, Vita Symeonis Stylitae
Senioris 7 (ed. H. LIETZMANN, Das Leben des heiligen Symeon Stylites [ Texte und Untersuchungen
32.4]. Leipzig 1908, 28, 1. 1): dAAayod drelbe kol andOave yopic nudv. It is possible that a negation
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(un) preceded the verb, yielding the meaning “do not die”. The present line may have involved the
comes urging Theodoret to avoid execution and promising him certain rewards. Most likely, this
appeal involved urging him to renounce the Christian faith. For comes Julian’s attempt to change
Theodoret’s mind, cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni 2, 11. 29-33 (ed. HALKIN): &vBev kai dAov
aoePelag okevacapevos | Kukedva, Borepav €pel Tig GAAOG dvatpomnyv, €kpoeficat | tadtnv
peTakAn0évta EMTPENEL TOV AyloV, EKOTHGOL THS VTOV | PpeEVOVGNS VY10DG BOLAGIEVOG ToTEWS Kol
POG TO OikeloV | yo1p®dOeG AOEc UG dALo1DGacOo OpnoKeL L.

ta&ape[voc: On the use of the verb tdttm in a religious context, cf. Evangelium Nicodemi (Re-
censio M 3) 11 21, 1l. 1-5 (ed. R. GOUNELLE, Les recensions Byzantines de 1’évangile de Nicodéme
[Corpus Christianorum. Series Apocryphorum, Instrumenta 3]. Turnhout 2008, 187-321): dw T1g |
xaprrog Tod Ehenpovog Xplotod kol ThS | adtod untpog dnep £ra&ato avtov REWWON €v | TovTE.

13 &ic tov]g ovpavovg avijA[Bev: Similar phrases occur in passion narratives when describing the
martyr’s ascension to heaven; cf. Synaxarium Ecclesiae Constantinopoleos, Synaxarium mensis
Aprilii, day 27, 1. 14 (DELEHAYE): kOKeiBev €lg 00pavoLS TpOg TOV ToBovEVOV 00TH CmTHpa Emov-
fiABe. The present passage does not concern the death of Theodoret—who, in any case, has not yet
died—but rather refers to the resurrection of Christ. For a comparable passage, cf. Passio sancti
Theodoreti Antiocheni (BHG 2425) 6, 1. 10-14 (ed. HALKIN): vai, onoi, ToDTOV GOt TIHdV adTov
vmotifepar. | 10 8 EEfic, TS £V VIexpaToAC &TL O oTAVP®OELC 0VTOG | Kai Oavav Kol Tageig Ko
avéotn Kol aveAnedn kai @ avtod | cuvedplalel matpi, HiEel 6& Kol TAAY EKAGTM TOV TPOKTEWDV |
Kpuig; Ov 10 un oefacOijvar acvppopov ® mavti. For the mention of “heaven” by Theodoret, cf.
Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni (BHG 2425) 8, 11. 6-8 (ed. HALKIN): émnekdiel 100 TV Gve
Bonbelav- «Kopie 6 | Bedc, Aéywv, gig 00pavOV TOVG OQOAALOVS | Avacy®V, 1| KaTa|evy Lo, O fon-
06¢ pov and 9.9-10: coi & &’ ovpavod &yydg Kai mopd moSag HEeL dpyn | dg Tod Beod dppdvag
GTOGKIPTNOAVTL.

aviA[Bev: Only a minimal trace of A, from the upper part of the letter, remains visible.

Fr.3

17-19 c]yvviog ne, [ | Ta] péAn tod pap[tvpog | décvplov ta vedpa €[ This passage describes the
martyrdom; cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni (BHG 2425) 5, 11. 3741 (ed. HALKIN): 1®v 0¢
OTOVOAIMG TEPUVAVI®V TO | KEAELGOEY Kal T® VAWM ATAWMGAVI®OV TOV AOANTAV, TPOYOIG TE | Kol
GYOWVIOIE TA TOVTOV HEAN UOVIOIDG ATOTEWVAVTOV ETTL | TOGODTOV SlEaVPT TA VEDPA MG SITAAGIOV TO
pfjkog gavijvau | Tov dyov; Vita et martyrium sancti Anastasii Persae 38 (ed. B. FLUSIN, Saint Anas-
tase le Perse et I'histoire de la Palestine au début du viie siécle, vol. 1. Paris 1992, 41-91): oitiveg
EM0OVTEC Ekéevaay dydfjvar EEm Tod yopiov BnOcolmé, v ® vrijpyev 1) uAAKY, aDTOV TE TOV fylov
puaptupa Kol doel fdopunkovta Gvopag Topd TOTAUOV Kol oVTmg Eunpocev Tod ayiov UdpTLPOC
oyowioig amonviEan dmavrag Ekélevosav. These parallels, in which all elements of the present passage
are found, confirm that c]yvvioi is a spelling error for oyowviowg. The present error (oyvviov for
oyowiov) is very common in the documentary papyri of this period. On the interchange of ot and v
in general, cf. F. Th. GIGNAC, A Grammar of the Greek Papyri of the Roman and Byzantine Periods,
Vol. I: Phonology. Milano 1975, 197-199.

17 e, [: A number of possible restorations can be proposed, including the following: med[oavteg
(Callistus I Patriarcha, Vita Gregorii Sinaitae 16 [ed. H.-V. BEYER, Kallistos I Patriarch von Kon-
stantinopel, Leben und Wirken unseres unter den Heiligen weilenden Vaters Gregorios’ des Sinaiten
[Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geistesgeschichte 2]. Ekaterinburg 2006, 106-226: icyvpoig ipdot
Kol oxowviolg mednoag kol Tag Te XEIpaS Kai TOV TpdymAov Gpo Katadeopensos KAoWiG), mep[1Bévteg
(Libanius, Orationes 22.8: auo oyowiolg mepdéviec toig avyéot), mep[iopiyavteg (Ps.-Jo.
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Damascenus, Vita Barlaam et Joasaph 6, 1. 135 [ed. R. VOLK, Historia animae utilis de Barlaam et
loasaph (Die Schriften des Johannes von Damaskos 6.2 / Patristische Texte und Studien 60). Berlin
—New York 2006, 57]: oyowioig te Tpryivolg Tadta TEPEPIYEAG).

18 ta] pnéin tod pép[topog: The limbs of Theodoret are mentioned in his Passio, as published by
Halkin, cf. Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni 5, 11. 37-41 (cited above in the note to 1. 17-19). On
the restoration pdap[topog, cf. also 12.16—18: ovtwg 00k Eueddov oi Adyotl Tod UapTL|pog €ig paTnv
TAV Yeémv Ekpépecbat, AL Evepyelc dpdVTO | Kal aAnOeic, mg Adyol mavimg (dvtog Oeod. The
present phrase is frequently attested in different wordings in descriptions of saints’ martyrdoms; cf.
Symeon Metaphrastes, Passio sancti Mercurii (BHG 1276) 11 (ed. H. DELEHAYE, Les légendes
grecques des saints militaires [Appendix IX]. Paris 1909 [repr. New York 1975], 243-258): éni
TOVTOIG TO TEMAPPNCLAGHEVOV Kol Bapparéov TOD | HAPTLPOG OVK EVEYKMV O TOPAVOUMTATOS Pact-
Aevg, Boud pepiloachatl Tovg dnpiovg Td LOPTLPKE TOVTOL PEAN TPOGETATTE Ko | TOVG UEV TANK-
TPO1G TIoly O&VTATOIG TOVTOV KEVTELV; Passio sanctorum Acepsimae, losephi et Aeithalae (BHG 19)
39, 1. 8-9 (ed. H. DELEHAYE, Les versions grecques des actes des martyrs Persans sous Sapor II
[Patrologia Orientalis 9 (2.4)]. Paris 1905, 534-546): xota@ihAoDoo, HEV TG LOPTUPIKA MEAN Kol
TOVTOLG | EMAAKPVLOVGA, IYDdPL OE TA £ ATV dmooTalovTt Eavtny vVIaieipovoa; Miracula xlv sancti
Artemii p. 55, 1. 5-7 (ed. A. PAPADOPOULOS-KERAMEUS, Varia graeca sacra. St. Petersburg 1909
[repr. Leipzig 1975], 1-75): vmapyet kai Adpvaé Exmv Ev|dov aOANTIKGV dyovicpdtov Aptepiov Tod
HapTUPOC HEAN Tipa | IAGELS YopnYODVTOL.

19 5iéovplov Ta vedpa: The supplement diécvplov is based on Passio sancti Theodoreti Antioch-
eni 5, 11. 3940 (cf. note on 1l. 17-19) (ed. HALKIN): éri | tocodtov decvpn T vedpa. However, the
restoration Jovta vedpa cannot be entirely ruled out. On the mention of tendons in passion narratives,
cf. also Regula sancti Christoduli 8, 1. 14: kai diéoma td vedpa, kol T0c capkog oepepilero; Passio
sancti Theodori stratelatae (BHG 1751) 11, 1. 5-7 (ed. H. DELEHAYE, Les légendes grecques des
saints militaires [Appendix III]. Paris 1909 [repr. New York 1975], 151-167): tadta 6& T0D dyiov
TAGYOVTOC, MUMG TE KO EXUTOAD SEGTAVTO | LEAN, SiedveTOo veDpa, EENpOpodvTo ¥EIpES, cLUVEOLDVTO
00Ta | Taig T®V cPapAV Papeiong KaToPopuic.

21 yevéoOau: Almost nothing of v is preserved, and only minimal ink traces of the first &€ remain.
Another possibility is to read avécO[ and restore avéoOntoc (“without clothes”, see LBG s.v.; cf.
Theodorus Studites, Epistle 11.33-34 [ed. G. FATOUROS, Theodori Studitae Epistulae, vol. 1 (CFHB
31). Berlin 1992, 51-87]: mokv|ktnuévev 1€ Kai dvesdntwv) or dvésbiog (“without food”, see LBG
s.v.; cf. Theophanes Metropolita Peritheorii, Vita s. Maximi Causocalybitae 9, 11. 18—19 [ed. F. HAL-
KIN—E. KOURILAS, Deux Vies de S. Maxime le Kausokalybe ermite au Mont Athos (XIVes.). AnBoll
54 (1936) 65-109]: avtog €xeloe TPOGEKAPTEPNGEV UOVOG €V VOYONUEPOLS TPIGTLY TTAALY | dvésBlog
Kol povoyrog). Both restorations would imply that Theodoret was in poor physical condition as a
result of his martyrdom.

23 émyvo[: One should restore a form of the verb émyryvooko (e.g. énlyvaob, mryvdvon etc.) or
a form of the substantive éniyvwoig; cf., e.g., Passio sancti Theodoreti Antiocheni 4, 11. 43—44 (BHG
2425) (ed. HALKIN): éniyvmdt odv dv adtdg | cot katayyéAdm 0gdv, 6, 1. 5-7: ov kai méhw | Tfj adTi
TPOoNYOPiQ TOVTOVG TIUGG KOl TOV EMOGTNUOVOC dyav | T6de 10 v 00 PoVOAEL Emyvdval TEYVL-
tevodpevov; Halki Codex 95, ff. 107r—108v (EHRHARD I 575 n. 2): o0 pdAlov petapeindntt kol
Emiyvwbl Tov Beov; Symeon Metaphrastes, Vita et conversatio sanctae Melanae Romanae (BHG
1242), PG 116, 784.37-39: dote o1 Kol inglv petd | v €ntyvooty tig dAndeiog o, €1 ye tot00T0UG
1peic | 1] Popaiov elyev, o0d’ dv kel 00d¢ dvoud note | EAM VoV Tivoc fkoveTo.
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