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Preface

The 9th meeting of “The International Association for the Study of Fossil Cnidaria and 
Porifera”, an association founded 1971, was held in Graz from August 3–7, 2003. To 
locate the 9th symposium at the Karl-Franzens-University in Graz was decided during 
the general assembly of the association at the previous meeting in Sendai (Japan). A 
small staff of palaeontologists of the Institute of Geology and Palaeontology (now De-
partment of Earth Sciences) organized the scientific and social programme. During the 
5 days of the symposium Graz experienced the hottest ever recorded days during August 
known in local weather chronicle. Nevertheless, the symposium lectures were attended 
every day by a majority of the 123 participants coming from 30 countries.

Three field trips prior to the conference visited Palaeozoic, Mesozoic, and Cenozoic 
“coral-sponge bearing successions” in different parts of Austria. Some destinations, 
especially the tour to Lake Wolayer in the Carnic Alps were only attainable by a sev-
eral hours walking tour through the mountains. Post-symposium excursions focussed 
locations in Austria’s neighbouring countries, e.g. Czech Republic and Slovenia.

During the symposium 120 presentations were given, either oral (75) or as posters 
(45). Titles of these presentations demonstrated a wide range of topics, and were ar-
ranged in sessions entitled skeletal structures, evolution and phylogeny, coral assem-
blages (Palaeozoic, Mesozoic, Cenozoic and recent), porifera, and reefs and environ-
ment. On the occasion of Brian Rosen’s retirement a special session was held to honour 
his scientific input into the field of coral studies.

In this proceedings volume the printed version of 31 papers presented during the 
symposium is summarized. As a reflection of the symposium’s scientific diversity the 
content of this volume covers a wide range of topics related to the study of cnidarians 
and porifers. We find subject matters spanning from classical systematic procedures, 
stratigraphic and environmental presentations, ontogenetic and functional-morphologi-
cal investigations, to analyses of microstructures, biometric data logging, and consid-
erations on the evolution and phylogeny of corals. The stratigraphic range of the pre-
sented topics is remarkably comprehensive, covering an interval from the lower Cam-
brian to the recent. The arrangement of the articles follows a certain logic. It starts with 
a group of papers focussing predominantly on palaeobiological issues of Palaeozoic cor-
als (Sorauf, Lee et al., Porter et al., Hladil, Plusquellec et al., Nothdurft & Webb) but 
includes also results on modern scleractinian corals (Sorauf & Buster). The second group 
of articles deals with sponges including archaeocyaths (Perejón & Moreno-Eiris) and 
stromatoporoids (May, Mistiaen, Méndez-Bedia & Mistiaen). A selection of three papers 
on lower Palaeozoic corals (Grytsenko, Soto & Schröder, Adachi & Ezaki) is followed by 
the largest group on upper Palaeozoic ones. These cover a wide geographic area from 
N America (Fedorowski & Bamber) over different parts of Europe (Poty, Rodríguez & 
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Somerville, Somerville et al., Somerville & Rodríguez, Said et al., Aretz & Nudds, Kossovaya) 
to the Far East (Ezaki et al.). Mesozoic and Cenozoic corals are represented by system-
atic-taxonomic papers (Morycowa & Szulc, Altuna et al.) as well as palaeoecologically 
oriented studies (Stemann et al., Johnson, Suzuki et al.). The final group includes three 
papers dealing with more general aspects on corals (Veron, Wrzołek, Zlatarski).

Each manuscript submitted to the symposium committee for publication was sent 
for peer review at least to two specialists. Here we want to take the opportunity to 
express our thanks to all authors for cooperation and to thank the following colleagues 
for their laborious and time-intensive reviewing work: Markus Aretz, Wayne Bamber, 
Rosemarie Baron-Szabo, Blazej Berkowski, Francesca Bosellini, Ann Budd, Yoichi Ezaki, 
Jerzy Fedorowski, Eberhard Gischler, Maria Hecker, Hans-Georg Herbig, Jindrich Hladil, 
Bernhard Hubmann, James S. Klaus, Kenneth Johnson, Stephan Kershaw, Wolfgang 
Kiessling, Olga Kossovaya, Hannes Löser, Andreas May, Ross McLean, Galina Melniko-
va, Bruno Mistiaen, Elzbieta Morycowa, Isao Niikawa, Klemens Oekentorp, Christine 
Perrin, John Pickett, Werner E. Piller, Yves Plusquellec, Edouard Poty, Joachim Reitner, 
Bernhard Riegl, Jean-Claude Rohart, Ewa Roniewicz, Brian Rosen, Stefan Schröder, 
James Sorauf, George D. Stanley, Colin Stearn, Carl W. Stock, Tetsuo Sugiyama, Francis 
Tourneur, Dragica Turnsek, Daniel Vachard, Xiang-dong Wang, Gregory Webb, Ronald 
R. West, Dieter Weyer, Anthony J. Wright, and Graham Young.

The edition of the proceedings volume was possible thanks to the “Commission for 
the Palaeontological and Stratigraphical Research of Austria” of the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences.

Graz, October 2006� Bernhard Hubmann
� Werner E. Piller


