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The Committee‘s objectives 

The Committee

 ... 	promotes interdisciplinary research on the Alps as well as the transfer of 
scientific knowledge to responsible authorities and the general public.

 ... 	 ensures the continuity and the scientific quality of the bi-annual 
ForumAlpinum to promote international cooperation in Alpine research.

 ... 	 stimulates cientific research of relevance for the Alps as well as their 
implementation within international or mountain research programmes.

 ... 	 takes up research topics in the interest of the Alpine Convention and advises 
the responsible authorities for that Convention. 

Members and observers  2009 – 2010
chair 	 Dr. Jean-Jacques Brun 	 F 	 CEMAGREF, St-Martin-d’Hères 

vice-chair 	 Dr. Philippe Bourdeau 	 F 	 Institut de Géographie Alpine  
					    Université Joseph-Fourier, 	
					    Grenoble 

member 	 Prof. Axel Borsdorf 	 A 	 Institut für Geographie  
					    Universität Innsbruck

member 	 Prof. Roland Psenner 	 A 	 Institut für Ökologie  
					    Universität Innsbruck

member	 Dr. Luigi Lorenzetti 	 CH	 Laboratorio di Storia delle Alpi  
					    LabiSALP, Mendrisio 

member 	 Prof. Heinz Veit 	 CH 	 Geographisches Institut  
					    Universität Bern

member 	 Dr. Loredana Alfaré 	 I 	 National Research Council  
					    CNR, Venezia

member 	 Dr. Massimo Pecci	 I	 EIM Ente Italiano  
					    della Montagna, Roma

member 	 Prof. Horst Hagedorn 	 D 	 Geographisches Institut 	
					    Universität Würzburg

member 	 Prof. Hans-Peter Bunge 	 D 	 Lehrstuhl für Geophysik  
					    Universität München 

member	 Dr. Anton Brancelj 	 SI 	 National Institute of Biology 	
					    Ljubljana

member	 Prof. Ivan Kreft 	 SI 	 Biotechnical Faculty, University 	
					    of Ljubljana

observer 	 Regula Imhof	  	 Permanent Secretariat of the  
					    Alpine Convention, Innsbruck

observer 	 Denis Peter	 EU 	 Directorate-General for  
					    Research, Bruxelles

The Committee has been founded in 1999, based on a 
Convention* between the following partners: 

Austria	 Austrian Academy of Sciences, Vienna

France	 CEMAGREF et Université Joseph Fourier, Grenoble

Germany	 Bavarian Academy of Sciences, Munich

Italy	 Ente Italiano della Montagna EIM, Rome

Slovenia	 Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, Ljubljana

Switzerland	 Swiss Academies of Arts and Sciences, Berne

*Convention in German, French, Italian and Slovenian : www.alpinestudies.ch/iscar/convention.html

Event 2010 

ForumAlpinum 2010, München D:  The Metropoles and „their“ Alps   

http://www.forumalpinum.org/2010
 
In cooperation with	 Bavarian Academy of Sciences         

	 Bavarian State Ministry of the  
	 Environment and Public Health

Previous Events 	 Publications
ForumAlpinum 1994, Disentis CH	 Aktionsplan Alpen-Forschung. Schweizerische Akademie der Naturwissenschaften,  
	 Bern, 1994. 72 Seiten, D, F, I oder Engl.

ForumAlpinum 1996, Chamonix F	 Nouvelles modalités d‘utilisation de l‘espace alpin. Revue de Géographie  
	 Alpine supplément no 4, Institut de Géographie Alpine, Grenoble, 1997. 256 pages, F/D/I

ForumAlpinum 1998, Garmisch-Partenkirchen D	 Kräfte der Veränderung im Alpenraum – Lernen vom 20. Jahrhundert.  
	 Alpenforschungsinstitut, Bayerische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Kommission für Ökologie,  
	 Garmisch-Partenkirchen/München, 1999. 182 Seiten, D/F/I

ForumAlpinum 2000, Castione della Presolana I 	 Alpi: Spazio di transito – spazio di vita. Centro Documentazione Alpina,  
	 Torino, 2001. 419 pagine, I/F/D

ForumAlpinum 2002, Alpbach A	 The Nature of the Alps. Österreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Wien, 2003. Engl.,  
	 contributions in the author‘s original languages (D/F/I).

Alpweek 2004, Kranjska Gora SI	 The Alps of the Next Generation. From Forecast to Action.  
	 Electronic edition: http://epub.oeaw.ac.at/alpweek2004

ForumAlpinum 2007, Engelberg CH	 Landscape Development in Mountain Regions. 
	 Electronic edition: http://epub.oeaw.ac.at/forumalpinum

Alpweek 2008, L‘Argentière La Bessée F	 Innovating [in] the Alps.   La revue de géographie alpine / Journal of alpine research,  
	 L‘Argentière La Bessée, 2009. 140 pages,  F/Engl.  Online edition:  http://rga.revues.org

The Committee‘s actions 

Research Agenda  In 2005, ISCAR took up key issues of the work programme of the Alpine Conference to analyse from a scientific perspective. The Research Agenda identified 22 topics, for 
which research goals and stakeholders were specified. For each of them, a specific project or action is planned. These activities also implement the GLOCHAMORE research strategy of the 
Mountain Research Initiative.

Research in Protected Areas  ISCAR and the Network of Protected Areas (ALPARC) joined in 2006 by establishing a common scientific board called ISCAR-P. This board provides scientific 
support to research activities within ALPARC, such as the four-yearly research symposium in Kaprun, the journal eco.mont and the database on research projects “Mountain Pool”. 

Ecological networks  In 2007, ISCAR together with WWF, CIPRA, ALPARC initiated “the ecological continuum project” (supported by the Swiss MAVA foundation for Nature) to establish 
ecological networks in the Alps; see http://www.alpineecological- network.org.

Expert Network & Assessments  ISCAR represents a large network of scientists from all alpine countries and beyond, and from all scientific disciplines active in the ALPINE SPACE. ISCAR 
organises evaluations and assessments, mainly on scientific issues (methodologies for establishing ecological networks) and on topics driven by the Alpine Convention (e.g. climate action plan).

ForumAlpinum  Since 1994, ISCAR has organised the bi-annual ForumAlpinum with national partners. The ForumAlpinum is primarily a scientific conference aiming to promote international 
research cooperation on topics of relevance across the entire Alpine arc. The ForumAlpinum has also been designed as an interface between the scientific community and the general public, 
providing opportunities for dialogue among various groups.

AlpWeek  In 2004 (Kranjska Gora) and 2008 (Argentière La Bessée) the ForumAlpinum concept was extended to include AlpWeek. Important Alp-related organisations, networks and observers of 
the Alpine Convention – CIPRA, ALPARC, Alliance in the Alps, Club Arc Alpin and ISCAR – meet every four years to discuss issues of common interest.
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