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��' Providing a link between the Aegean and the high plateau of central Anatolia, the valleys of western Anatolia 
played an important role in the spreading of settlements and cultural interaction in prehistoric times. In western Anatolia, 
the Meander River and natural passageways extending towards its south are amongst the most important factors causing 
interregional communication. Tepecik, which is located in the plain of one of the southern tributaries of the Meander, 
the Çine Stream (Marsyas), provides evidence for continuous settlement from the Chalcolithic to the end of the Bronze 
Age. In the stratigraphy of the mound, Level IV belongs to a Chalcolithic settlement with domestic structures. Local 
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burnish pattern vessels constitute the richest group. Zigzag lines and crosshatched panels are the most widespread 
decorative tradition on bowls and jars. Apart from the pottery, a diverse and wide array of bone implements, a chipped 
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region.
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In recent years, archaeological research carried out in western Anatolia has shed new light on 
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newly discovered settlement of Çine-Tepecik has contributed new data to the early period cultures 
in the area. In the past, the prehistoric cultures of western Anatolia have been discussed using very 
limited information and data. Conclusions have generally depended on archaeological informa-
tion from short-term excavations and surveys. Recent systematic excavations allow the archaeo-
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perspective. In light of this research, the settlement models/structures and burial customs of the 
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chronology. This paper focuses on recent results concerning the prehistoric period from Tepecik 
and the site’s cultural relationships during this time. 
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that runs in a southerly direction through the Meander plain to the Çine region. South of the Me-
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virtue of its geographical position, with its natural passageways between these mountain ranges, 
the Çine Plain connects the Aegean coast with central Anatolia. Tepecik lies in this large plain to 
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extending from north to south. Excavations of the mound have provided important insights into 
what are still little-known prehistoric cultures in this region (Fig. 1).

1 Hacettepe University, Ankara, Turkey; email: sgunel@hacettepe.edu.tr.
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The excavations at Tepecik, undertaken since 2004 with the permission of the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism, demonstrate uninterrupted settlement from the Aegean Late Neolithic to the Bronze 
Age. Before excavations began the surface of the mound was destroyed by machine-assisted earth 
removal. In addition to agricultural destruction, illicit excavations have caused further damage 
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periods were found on the surface.2 The mound was also used as a cemetery during the Hellenistic 
period.3
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and II 2 of the settlement date to the 2nd millennium BC. The cultural remains of Levels II 2 and II 
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In this stratigraphic development of the mound, Level III revealed remains from the Early Bronze 
Age while Level IV contained remains from the Chalcolithic period (Fig. 2). 
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At the mound, the cultural layers of this later period were located at the lower levels of the Bronze 
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wall. To the west of the mound, beneath Level II, red and burnt mudbrick deposits characterise the 
beginnings of the Early Bronze Age and earlier periods. Level III could be clearly traced because 
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Fig. 1   Location of Çine-Tepecik in the region of the Çine River.
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the remains of a rectilinear building were well preserved (Fig. 3; building 1). The foundations of 
the northern and eastern walls of this building were constructed using large stones. The walls, 
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only a length of 12m of the eastern wall of the structure has been uncovered. The dimensions of 
this structure and the thickness of its walls suggest a substantial building. A dark grey slipped, 
burnished jug fragment recovered from this building probably belongs to a beak-spouted jug and 
is Early Bronze Age in date. The Early Bronze Age pottery wares from this area are characterised 

Fig. 2   Stratigraphic development of the mound.

Fig. 3   The excavated area with Early Bronze Age and Chalcolithic remains; Building 1 from Level IV.
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Fig. 4   Pottery and grindings stone in the southeastern area of the building from Level IV.
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blades and stone axes were also recovered from the same deposit. 

Burnt mudbrick fragments from the early phases of this building clearly demonstrate a 
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from these earlier deposits belong to a different ware group and represent pottery belonging to 
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are frequently observed. Bowl handles with knobs were recovered in great quantities within 
these deposits (Pl. 1B). This structure (Building 1), which belongs to Levels III and IV, must 
date to the transitional period from the Chalcolithic to the Early Bronze Age. Remains from 
even earlier periods continue to the north and northwestern sections of the building. Among the 
ceramics, bowl and handle shapes correspond to the local pottery tradition of Tepecik. Various 
types of decorated handles can also be seen within the pottery repertoire. ‘Cheese pots’ have a 
wide geographic distribution during this period and some examples from Tepecik have lugs with 
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burnished pottery, motifs such as oblique lines, crosshatching and zig-zags are common (Pl. 2). A 
burnish pattern consisting of parallel diagonal lines was applied either on the interior or exterior 
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documented (Pl. 2A). The crosshatched motif on vessels is among the most popular decorative 
��������
��
���
����
����
~�����
'��$
'�
������	�
�	
;	���
<�
�������
����
��
����
������
���
;	����

�
�
���	
��	��
���
����$
_	
���
�	���
	Z
����
�
���

������
	Z
�
���6�
���
�		

���
���
;	���
<

����������
 
�����
������

�����
��
 �
����$
�

��@�
�
;����
�
��
������
 #�

@���
�	
���
�������

~��$
7�
���
�
��

��	���
�		�
@�����
@�
�

��	��
��
Z
	�
����
����
���
�		
$
�
	���
���
����
���


������
@�
�
	�������
���
����
������
��
@���
��
�	��
�		��
���	�����
�	
���
����
�����
��
;����

����������
���
9����	������
����������
��������
�	@�
��
���
�	���
~��$
��]!�$

This early settlement on the mound also extends towards the west outside the 2nd millennium 
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walls, which probably belonged to a single structure, were constructed forming two rows 
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structure there are architectural remains in a circular plan. These buildings measure 1.12m north-
south and 1.20m east-west respectively. Some of the stones used in their construction were placed 
vertically. Jar fragments and grinding stones were situated between the stones walls. Among the 
pottery recovered from the circular structure and fragmentary walls, were grey wares decorated 
with pattern burnish on the interior surface, with crosshatched lines in panels and a dark grey 
burnished bowl with horizontal arched handles on the rim, as well as grey ware jars with handles 
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the interior surface display the characteristic form and decorative style of the earlier part of the 
Chalcolithic period. Motifs such as crosshatching are well known in both western Anatolia and 
the Aegean cultures during this time. The shapes, as well as the motifs, correspond to the pattern 
burnished pottery tradition of the western Anatolian coastal region. From the same area come 
pottery fragments decorated with parallel grooved diagonal lines and semicircles on the body 
of the vessel, and fragments with an incised decoration. Furthermore, a wide variety of textile/
mat impressions are displayed on the bases of vessels from Tepecik, also observed on similar 
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suggest that the architectural remains, as well as the adjoining areas, must have served a domestic 
purpose.
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Local Pottery Styles
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and form, are distributed widely in the Meander region and over the entirety of western Anatolia. 
Regarding the Chalcolithic pottery, the best parallels to the grey pattern burnished bowls, in 
terms of both form and decoration (crosshatched motifs placed in panels at regular intervals 
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 ��;����14 parallel diagonal lines and zig-zags are also known. Additionally, horned 
handles appear among the handle forms of Tigani I/II,� 
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Beycesultan LCH 3.22 However, another pottery based chronology exists for the Troad region.23
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Middle Chalcolithic period. In terms of pottery these are contemporary with the surrounding 
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also represent a culture that covers periods earlier than the Late Chalcolithic of Beycesultan. The 
pattern burnished pottery from Tepecik is comparable to that from different areas. This assessment 
demonstrates the relation of Tepecik to the eastern Aegean islands as well as to Thrace in the 
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Chalcolithic periods in a chronological development similar to the pottery repertoire of western 
Anatolia and the Aegean.
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Manufacture of Lithics
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Marble Figurines
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chronological range, areas of production and importance have been considerably discussed. These 
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from Can Hasan 2 A belongs to the Chalcolithic period as well.43 A similar example is present 
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they are hung. On the other hand, it is possible to follow up with other examples in the Balkan 
region, which exhibit diversity in detail but are reminiscent of the Can Hasan and Tigani examples 
in form.�  
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and of which only the nose and a part of the neck are partly preserved, is considered to be part 
of a Chalcolithic layer.48
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The Tepecik examples presented here belong to the Chalcolithic period. A reevaluation of the 
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Chalcolithic, are known from Urla-Liman Tepe.   The tradition of conical marble vessels in the 
Aegean has a chronology extending to the end of the Neolithic in one of the Cycladic islands, 
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marble vessel fragment from Tigani IV phase, on which only the rim and the vertical handle 
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At Tepecik, the remains of Level IV represent the tradition of decorated pottery, bone and 
stone tools and the chipped stone industry of the Chalcolithic Age in western Anatolia, providing 
extremely rich material. These assemblages reveal a chronology parallel with the culture of the 
Middle Chalcolithic period (in the Aegean chronology Late Neolithic).8�
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advanced local ceramic tradition. The bowl and jug decoration tradition is understood to have been 
widespread. The burnished, encrusted and incised decoration has a very rich motif repertoire. Such 
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handles are remarkably common among the vessel repertoire. Apart from the material-technique 
features, decoration styles also play an important role in the chronological discernment. Tepecik 
pottery tradition runs parallel along a chronology with both the Early/Middle Chalcolithic cultures 
of western Anatolia and the Late Neolithic cultures of the Aegean world. Sickle blades make up a 
high percentage of the lithic assemblage at Tepecik. This density indicates that the Tepecik people’s 
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parallels with western Anatolian and Aegean examples. This evidence sheds light on the diffusion 
sphere of Chalcolithic culture, one that extends into Tepecik, and the Menderes region. Finally, 
the early settlement in Tepecik has made an important contribution to the regional archaeology, 
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favourable position in the southern area of western Anatolia, Çine-Tepecik is interpreted as a new 
centre located between the Aegean and central Anatolian regions during the Chalcolithic.
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B. Handles with knobbed, horned, incisions and encrustation.



New Contributions Regarding Prehistoric Cultures in the Meander Region: Çine-Tepecik / 


Pl. 2   A. Sherd pertaining to a grey ware pattern burnished bowl with crosshatched lines;  
B. Pattern burnished pottery with zig-zag, crosshatched and diagonal lines.

Pl. 3   Redware pattern burnished jar with diagonal lines.
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