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��' Research in prehistoric Caria (in the Latmos Mountains and in the Carian Chersonesos) led me to take a 
closer look at the prehistory of Iasos. The outset was the discovery of a marble vessel fragment almost identical with 
the examples of the necropolis of Iasos found on the Carian Chersonesos in a presumably Chalcolithic context. The 
prehistoric necropolis of Iasos was excavated in the 1960s and its pottery comparisons were published in great detail 
by the excavator D. Levi and in a 1984 monograph by P. E. Pecorella. The dating from Late Chalcolithic to the begin-
ning of the EBA occurred in a time, when the settlement of central and western Anatolia seemed impossible before 
the beginning of the EBA. The ‘Chalcolithic’ in central Anatolia was termed ‘EB Ia’ by W. Orthmann in 1963 and 
placed at the very end of the 4th millennium BC. Likewise the ‘Chalcolithic–EBA’ terminology still used by Levi was 
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of the Aegean eastern coast can be traced back to the Neolithic and in northern central Anatolia to the Early Chal-
colithic. Earlier dates have to be reevaluated. Neolithic and (middle) Chalcolithic pottery are both present in Iasos, 
therefore, the evidence used to date the prehistoric necropolis to the Late Chalcolithic will be the main focus of this 
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the EBA levels at Beycesultan will be addressed. To a large extent, the material culture of Iasos belongs to the one 
known from the Cycladic Islands and to a lesser extent to that of Anatolia. The Carian Coast and the offshore Aegean 
Islands belong in the (middle) Chalcolithic to a very homogeneous culture (Latmos, Samos, Chios) that shows sur-
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be presented and the dating of the references cited by Levi reevaluated. The contribution will close with a position 
on the implications of this interregional connection of the Carian Chalcolithic during the 5th and 4th millennia BC.

(��$�� �: Iasos, Chalcolithic period, settlement history, pottery assemblage, connections to Black Sea littoral
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that western coastal Anatolia was settled by at least the Late Neolithic/Early Chalcolithic.3 
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ing the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods in westernmost Anatolia – and are located north of 
ancient Caria.

The early settlement of Caria is still poorly understood. Researchers at Miletus and its hin-
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occupation.5
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3 Terminology: the former ‘Late Neolithic’ is recently seen as ‘Early Chalcolithic’ along the Aegean coast, cf. Peco-
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under the direction of D. Levi in the 1960s.6
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$0 The discovery of the Latmian pre-
historic rock paintings by A. Peschlow in 1994 led to new insights into the Carian Chalcolithic.8 
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that there were not only isolated, single objects, but also early settlements. The discovery of the 
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the early settlement of the Latmos range.9
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have occurred in a short period of occupation sometime during the middle Chalcolithic.10 Nearly 
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on Chios.11 Surprisingly no remnants were found from the Neolithic/Early Chalcolithic nor the 
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ered at both sites at the escarpments of rocky hills. The Acropolis of Loryma is situated at the 
easternmost end of a ridge where pottery sherds and obsidian fragments indicative of a settlement 
were found.�� At Bybassos, the easternmost of the three rocky hills known as Oyuklu Tepe show 
traces of a Chalcolithic settlement.13
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sults mentioned above a reassessment of the date of the necropolis of Iasos and also of its prehis-
toric settlement seems appropriate.14�
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shows a development from Chalcolithic slender pointed vessels to broad conical beakers in the 
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��$16 The exact chronology of this development is not settled so far, and 
the existence of ‘intermediary’ forms has to be proven. The fragment from Oyuklu Tepe seems 
to have an intermediary form: not pointed, but also not as broad as the examples dated to the 
EBA. This led to a reconsideration of the prehistoric necropolis of Iasos. P. Pecorella published 
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paper is an addition to this volume in respect to the Chalcolithic settlement of Iasos.
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and two tall beakers that resemble the marble beakers and are obviously pottery copies of them 
(Pl. 3.8).�

D. Levi published the preliminary reports in the ‘Annuario della Scuola Archeologica di At-
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comparisons which range from the Aegean and Cretan ‘Neolithic’ to Troy II without subdivid-
ing them into periods. The closest links for the four-lugged jars are from Samos, Chios and the 
Dodecanese. According to western Anatolian terminology, these sites date to the Chalcolithic. 
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detailed dating of the assemblage. Pecorella in his summary of the chronology, on the other hand, 
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only the ‘Third Millennium’.�� Of course, typical Late Chalcolithic manifestations like the white 
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not be invoked for a dating of the whole assemblage just to the EBA.

Most of the comparisons made by Pecorella point to the Aegean, this is not surprising because, 
in the 1960s when the necropolis was excavated, virtually no prehistoric sites in southwestern 
Turkey were known. Since the publication of Pecorella in 1984, new excavations and research 
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single level of phase LC4 – all of which seem to be in architectural continuity as expressed in the 
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and many reconstructions in each phase at Beycesultan. This should be a caveat to correlate both 
stratigraphies one-to-one. Additionally, we do not know what happened between this ‘Late Chal-
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Pecorella compares the most conspicuous pottery form in the cemetery – the four lugged jar 
– with the Cycladic stone vessels (Pl. 5A). The jars from Iasos were decorated with white paint-
ing, but in most cases it has decomposed and is only discernible as mat traces on the otherwise 
lustrous surface. This decoration has a long tradition and is known from the ‘Late Chalcolithic’ 
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vessels may give hints to their date. In Anatolia, however, the form of these jars is rather Chalco-
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jugs with high rising spouts and cups, are of course well known forms from the Anatolian Early 
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In summary, this pottery assemblage has no close comparisons with neighbouring regions. A 
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was assigned to the Neolithic by Pecorella (and Levi). It is a very typical vessel with red slip, ver-
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sherds remained: one handle fragment with a knob, another mushroom-like handle and a handle 
that was plugged through the body of the vessel (Pl. 6B).36 The incised decoration has close af-
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to the same period.70 Then of course we have the large assemblage of the necropolis, which may 
be dated very ‘late’ in the Chalcolithic. 

This demonstrates that even a seemingly non-datable collection of sherds can be split up into 
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and it gives us a hint on the settlement activity at this site during the 5th and 4th millennia BC. 

The settlement on the acropolis, a rocky outcrop overseeing the sea, may be adopted as typi-
cal for the Carian coast in the Chalcolithic Period. At the Oyuklu Tepe at Bybassos, which was 
presumably used as a cult area in the Carian Period, we found prehistoric remains in rock clefts 
or displaced at the foot of the hill. A similar scenario was encountered in Loryma. We assume that 
during the Chalcolithic Period Oyuklu Tepe may have been at the end of a bay just like Iasos is 
still today. 
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(respectively silex), which is not locally available. Emery is found as gravel stones in the area 
of Pinarcik just west of the Bafa plain at the east end of the Bafa Lake. Emery is a metamorphic 
bauxit (cf. Metabauxit
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is present in Iasos, though it is not described as such in the literature and is generally described as 
‘black’ or ‘basaltic’ (as Pecorella did in the publication of Iasos). An excellently preserved emery 
��&�40 was recovered together with the ‘Neolihic’ pottery in Insula II. Emery tools are not datable 
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– and these remains may be assigned to the whole Chalcolithic period. 
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Levi – with Pecorella following him – showed some close comparisons with sites in central 
Anatolia. The chronology of this region was established by W. Orthmann in 1963, with his mono-
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despite the discoveries and the early radiocarbon dates retrieved in later years. Pecorella’s report 
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include bowls with in-turned rims and horned handles that were very popular and long-lasting 
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Hornaufsatz) are replaced in Tigani II/III by the so-called samische Stabhenkel, which constitutes 
a vertical rod which begins on a pierced lug on the vessel body and ends above the rim in a mush-
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The most conspicuous parallel is found in the incised decoration of Tigani III. They consist 
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L. Thissen proposes that the most conspicuous Aegean parallels that are all remarkably similar 
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vessel shapes, tab handles raised above the rim of hemispherical bowls, and horned handles with 
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material in Western Anatolia. It is not impossible that these contacts occurred through seafaring.
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close parallels in both regions, but whole assemblages are too distinct to postulate a tight con-
nection between the two (or the three) regions. Nevertheless, many of the comparanda cited 
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chronological assignation of the necropolis of Iasos in the Late Chalcolithic, however, remains 
open to discussion, as do the nature of relations between the southeast Aegean and north central 
Anatolia. 
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common in the east Aegean, vessels of the so-called ‘cheese pot’ type with a characteristic row 
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but the latter is less well represented in the Aegean. The similarity of both of these features is 

���
�����$
�������
@���
�	���
�
�
����
���<
���;
�	@���
���
	��
	Z
���
����;���
]
Z
	�
!	<��


41 _��
�
��
�	�����
@
	��
��
�	���
�	
�������
��
@��
���
�����
	Z
���
�
�
��
��	��
�����$
"	@���
�
@�
��	���
��
��
�Z��

���
�	�
;�
;������
	��6	Z6����
���@�
	Z
��
���


����
��$
*$
%����&
~���8�
/��
��
���
���
����
9����	������
	Z

'��&��;�
��
¡}!
'��
��
�	�������
@���
�
�������
���Z����
���
���
	Z
���
¡����
9����	�������
���
���
���������
	Z
���

¡}�
�<
!
	�&�
����
���	
���
 th
����������
~��$
�$6%$
*��		;
�	��
�	�
���
�����
��
��
���
�
	�;�
���
����
Z
	�

���
��ZZ�
���
�	����
���
������
���	
¡9	�;������
��
�	
%%$
"�
��������
���
;
������
������
9����	������
������

��
¡9	�;���
!!�
~*��		;
��� �
7��]7���$


�� _������
�//7�
��0]�70$
43 *��		;
��� �
7�8�7�0$
44 _������
�//7�
���$



Iasos, the Carian Chalcolithic and its Relations with Northern Central Anatolia 115 

�����45 – shows characteristics of the Aegean parallels. It is low and seems to be open on one side, 
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and particular to the Sioni Culture – a Late Chalcolithic culture which eventually evolves into 
the so-called Early Transcaucasian Culture. The Sioni Culture is dated to either the late 5th or the 
early 4th
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and therefore may represent a local development, the presence of ‘cheese pot’ related features is 
striking. They may be alien elements because of their variation from site to site.

Southeast Aegean – northern Anatolia – Transcaucasia – and 5th–4th millennia: What ties them 
together? One interpretation may be seen in the shifting metallurgy of that period. The Carpatho-
Balkan metallurgical province represents the climax of metal production in the Balkans at the 
end of the 5th millennium. It is followed in the middle of the 4th millennium by the Circumpontic 
Metallurgical Province,�0 and characterised by the spread of arsenical copper both in the Near East 
and Middle Europe.48 Several reasons for this shift were proposed, but the most convincing relates 
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for this shift from west to east in the copper sources: the shared similarities in the pottery aspects 
between the east Aegean, north central Anatolia and the Transcaucasian Area may be relics re-
lated to the search for new copper sources in the mountain ranges of Pontos and Caucasus – and 
perhaps in western Anatolia. The later legendary Argonauts may have had predecessors in much 
earlier times. Of course, there is no direct relation between the pottery traits presented in this pa-
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can be correlated.

In summary, the main aim of this paper is the reassessment of the early settlement history of 
Iasos. It can be shown that it may range from the early to the very late Late Chalcolithic. One 
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In this period some close parallels to north central Anatolia and north Anatolia are evident, and 
also (but less apparent) to the south Caucasian region. The nature of relationship between these 
areas remains to be established, nevertheless, a plausible explanation may lie in the search for new 
copper ore resources. The prehistoric settlement of Iasos represented in the ‘prehistoric necropo-
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During the whole Chalcolithic Period Iasos may have been an important Carian site, perhaps 
linked to the interregional exchange at the fringes of the Black Sea. The importance of Iasos in the 
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Age, since almost no remains from the EBA were detected during the excavations.
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