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��' The tells in the west Pontic region have been under investigation for almost a century now, yet our knowl-
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discovery of the Varna necropolis in 1972 the enormous wealth displayed in merely a few graves led to the implicit 
interpretation of tell-sites as proto-cities and urban centres characterised by ‘palaces’, ‘sanctuaries’ and ‘military forti-
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rounding the monumental tells, point to a complex social organisation that was present centuries before urban centres 
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communication between regions were the basis for the social transformations of the 5th
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(��$�� �' West Pontic region, 5th millennium BC, tells, settlement patterns, specialised crafts, raw material exchange, 
production centres
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The west Pontic settlement mounds north and south of the lower Danube area belong to the 
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and Tell Azmak), the ones near the west Pontic river plains do not predate the 5th
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important social and cultural transformations appear, probably caused by innovations related to 
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intriguing and still unsolved problems in Balkan prehistory, each generation of archaeologists 
putting forward its own explanations deriving from the respective zeitgeist+
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Nonetheless, between 4600 and 4250 calBC, the length of 350 years at least, indications are 
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settlement systems, the wide distribution of raw materials and the circulation of prestige goods 
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of graphite painted pottery, similar traits can be broadly observed from as far as the Strymon- and 
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These sites will add important information to the broader picture, especially since they are in the 
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is indeed noteworthy that most of the sites previously thought of as favouring riverside locations 
now should be reconsidered as potential lakeside settlements, some probably comparable to those 
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Prior to 1972, studies investigating the organisation of Eneolithic society in the 5th millennium in 
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emphasis of archaeologists in Romania was on establishing a relative chronology with the help of 
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Pietrele24

Thanks to modern prospection methods it is now known from the site of Pietrele in Romania that 
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Copper

Social transformations in Copper Age communities can be related to the appearance of metals 
in this area72
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We do not have enough consistent information to interpret the structure of the society in the 
5th millennium BC, but the few glimpses gained thus far allow a better comprehension of the high 
�����
 	Z
 �	�;�����<
 ����
 �������������
 �����
 �	�������$
 ����
��������
 �<�����
 �������
 �	�;���

administrative organisation, political alliances, and writing were even more vulnerable to chang-
���
�	�����	��
;
	�	���
�<
��ZZ�
���
Z���	
�+
�	�
	��<
�����
��
	

�	����
�
���Z	
����	��
���
���	

changes in hydrology and climate should be considered as the cause for the deteriorations at the 
end of the 5th
����������
!9$

�������
���

��

��	@�����
��	��
���
	
��������	�
	Z
9	;;�

���
�	���������
������
	�
�����
���
���
�����

�	�����
���<
��
���
���
����
������$
���
���
;
���	���<
@�
;	���
��
��	��
�	;����������
����6
;����
����
��
��	��
Z
	�
�	�#�������
@��
�
�$
8�
;�	;��
�����
;�

����������
;�����
�	��<
����

;����
����
��
@������
�	
���	
;	
���
���
���������
��

	�������
	Z
���
����$
_���
���
����
��	@�

to be a fruitful approach, for example in Pietrele where new methods of investigations were ap-
;�����
��
�;;��
�
����
���
����
�����Z
��
��
��<
;�
�
	Z
�
����
�	
�
�	�;���
����������
�<����$
}�-
������	��
��
����
���
����
Z�
���

��	@�
����
�;���������
�����
@�
�
��

���
	��
��
�;�����
�
���$
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The implementation of such specialised crafts most likely led to the growing need for an in-
ventive and creative workforce, not only able to organise, but also to explore, transform, design 
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Nonetheless, the richness of the graves and the wealth of the tells does not automatically in-
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height of the accumulated layers, the number of habitation levels and the duration of their use, 
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