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��' Traditionally the Neolithic period on Crete has played no part in narratives of the origins of civilisation 
except perhaps rhetorically as a contrastive device employed to focus attention on the beginning of the Bronze Age 
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detailed contextual study at key sites, most notably at Knossos and Phaistos, has revealed something of the complexities 
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�th millennium BC, corresponding to 
the latter part of the Final Neolithic phase, is emerging as a key period in the evolution from ‘Neolithic’ communities, 
constructed around communality and subjugated to the interests of the many, to ‘Bronze Age’ communities, constructed 
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lar as the real beginning of the Bronze Age, during which new identities and livelihoods, new cultures of acquisition 
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provide an overview of this emerging new picture and of new developments in how the 4th and early 3rd millennia on 
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of the changes that take place in Crete during this period up to the emergence of central buildings late in Early Bronze 
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‘historically-dated’ chronologies, such as those sharing material linkages with Dynastic Egypt, 
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emergence of civilisation in Europe, the Early Bronze Age of the Aegean has attracted intense 
research activity over the course of the 20th
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In contrast, just across the fault line, the period of the 4th millennium and earlier, has tended to be 
viewed as irrelevant to narratives of the emergence of greater social complexity or what has been 
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¡����������	��$4 Consequently, it remained under-investigated and poorly understood; so 
much so, in fact, that as recently as 2001 it was still possible to speak of a ‘missing millennium’, 
symbolised by a “radiocarbon ‘gap’ in the 4th millennium BC across much of central and southern 
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In this paper I will explore how and what we have learnt about the ‘missing millennium’ on 
9
���
	��

 ���
 ����
������
	

 �	$
 '�
 ���
�
��
;�
�
 '
@���
	������
�	��
����
��
����	
�	�
�;�����


1 *9��
̂ ����
��
���	�����
��
������
�
�����	
<�
%�;�
�����
	Z
�
����	�	�<�
�����
���<
	Z
*��Z�����
������
����-
�	��
�����+
;��	������<��		$�	$��$

2 ^��Z
�@
�/0��
�/5/$
3 }$�$
Z	


�����

����@�
	Z
}!�
9
���
���
����	�
���5�
_	�����
]
*��	�;
�����
_	������
���������
�$
4 }$�$
9�����
�/ 5�
!
������
�/0��
^��Z
�@
�/0��
���
*��		;
�����
_	������
���������
�$
5 �������
�����
�85$



Peter Tomkins7�8


theoretical, methodological, empirical issues that have been faced and some solutions that were 
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working on the 4th millennium in other regions of the Aegean, and therefore in the hope that the 
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beginning of the EBA, as convention holds, or is EB I an ��������� ‘fault line’, created by the ways 
in which our forebears chose to frame and explain the past; that is, just a phase in a longer period 
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was achieved through detailed chronological work, which transformed the resolution at which 
actual continuity and change could be measured and compared, through intensive and extensive 
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Theoretical Considerations

A second factor complicating investigation of social complexity during the 4th millennium BC 
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to be a progressive isolation of the household as an independent social, economic, and political 
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be adequately summed in idealised terms of households and communities or do we need to work 
harder to do full justice to the complexity of existence during the Neolithic? 
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the detail, that we can have any hope of giving full voice to the diversity and contingencies of 
the data,�/ and thus of glimpsing actual identities and of tracing how the social was stabilised and 
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Knossos, most known Neolithic sites elsewhere in Crete seemed to be of much shorter duration, 
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And so a decade ago it was already clear that there were sites of general 4th millennium BC 
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stratigraphies spanning the end of the Neolithic and the beginning of EBA�/ are by no means rare 
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An essential tool in the comparative investigation of complexity in different regions of the 
Aegean is chronological transparency, that is the development of a common understanding of 
chronological phasing that is shared between researchers working in different regions and with-
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we seem, if anything, to be moving further away from this ideal thanks to the current proliferation 
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is the desire felt by many researchers that a chronological scheme should not simply be a system 
of reference to refer to blocks or periods of time, but should also convey a place or stage in a 
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between regions vary greatly, not just among researchers in the present-day, but also historically 
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In the case of Crete a decade ago, chronological disharmony with other Aegean regions was 
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the settlement data are consistent with the conclusion, drawn from detailed petrographic study of 
}�]��
;	���
<
Z��
���
Z
	�
��	��	��
����
���
�
@��
@����;
���
	���;���	�
	Z
;
����
�	@����

��
������
��
�	����	��
��
�����
��
����
��
���
@����
�
�
���
	Z
9
����
�	�
#���
��
��	��	�$41 For the 
��
�<
��
~�$�$
����
 th
����������
!9�
���
����������
����

�����
Z
���
������<
�;�
���
���
;
	����

Z�
���

�����
��
����
��
����	�$
_��
�
��
������
�	
����
;����
�
	Z
����������
����������
�����������<

��
���
�	@�����
	Z
9
���
	���
�
��
���
��
'']'''
~�$
7/��]77��
!9�
@���
�	��
�	@����

���	��

~�$�$
'������
	Z
'�
�;��
��
����
��
���
�
��
���
���
����
��
���
�
����	�	�����
���������<
	Z
������-
�����
@����
	���
�
~�$�$
���
"�
�����	�
!����
�
	���
��	��	��
�	
�	�$
_���
;����
�
�;;��
�
�	
��

������
�<
�
���Z�
��
����
;
�Z�
����
~��
�	��

���	���
�	
�����
6�<����
�	
�
¡��Z��������
�	����	��

~�����	;��
�;;�

��	;���
	��
�		����
;
���
��
������
��
����$


�����
���
���
6�����������<
	Z
��
���

;�����
	Z
����������
��
�����

���	��
��

����<

���
����
���

extent to which this can be demonstrated to be a local evolution in site choice, there are neverthe-
����
�	��
��������	��
��
����
��
����	�$
�	

����;���
���
	;	����
���
��
�����
��	@�
����������
��

���
����
�
~��
']''��42
��
�	�����
��
����<
	�
���
;����
����
�	
�
�
�����
<
	Z
���
'�
	;	���	�
^���
$

%�
���
��
''
~�$
7/��]78��
!9�
	���;���	�
������
��
���
	;	���
���
��
���������
��
�
�����

	Z

�����
6�<����
�	
�
¡��Z��������
�	����	��
~
������
����6�	;��
��
���
����
��
�������<
~�$�$
������	��$

Although a direct causal link between the two phenomena cannot be demonstrated, the timing is at 
�����
����������
	Z
�
@���

�	���
���Z�
��
;
�Z�
����
Z	

����
�	����	�$
_��

���	��
Z	

����
���
�����

����
���
��
��Z���������<
~���
����
6���������<�

�����
������
�
���
��
�����
;��������
�	
��Z�

���
�����

������
��<
���
Z
����	�
���@���
 �	���
�������
�	���������$
��<
���
�
��	���
��
 ���
�����
�	����

�	�����
��
����
����

������
������
$
���
;	������
�	��
����	
<
Z���	

�	���
��
���
�����
��������

����
�����<
~�$�$
�
����

�
����<
���
����
������
��
����	�
��
;
���;�����	���
���
���
;
����
�
����
�	���

;����
	�
;
	��������<
���
����
�	����
��������<
��
��
��
������
��
��	�	�<$43
"	@���
�
�	�����
���<

more research is required to produce a more resolved and local picture of climatic variation in Crete 
and to relate it convincingly to the timing of shifts in human behaviour, before the validity of this 
�<;	�������
���
;�
������
�<
@�<
��
@	���
�ZZ���
	��<
��
����
�	@����

���	���
���
��
��������$


%�
���
��
'�
�
���	���
����������
�����	;����
��
����������
��
��
���
�<
���
�
��
�;;��
����

	Z
�
�����
�;
���
	Z
�����
�����
�	�����
��
��
������
���<
�	
�
��
�����

���	��
~�$�$
*�����
�;�����

	Z
}���
9
�����
@����
;
���	���<
���
�	�
����
Z��	�
��
Z	

��	������
����������$44 Such regions 
�
�
��
���
��
�����
�������
���<
���
�@�<
Z
	�
���
~�����<
�	@�����
�
���
	Z
;
���
��
������
��

land and because stands of cultivable land tend to be less extensive and more dispersed through the 
�������;�$
*�	
�6��
�
��
�����
�	�	������	�

���
�
��
�
����������
��
����<�
��
��ZZ�
���
Z	
��
���
��

��ZZ�
���
������
��
	���	��
���
9
����
!
	�&�
���
���
����	
��
;���$
'�
	
��

�	
��;�	��
����

���	��

in the Neolithic a new, more distributed form of community needed to be developed, one where 
households and dwellings were distributed through the landscape rather than clustered together in 
��
��
���������
��������$
�����
�	��

���	��
	Z
9
���
@�
�
�������
��
����
@�<
��
���
��
'�
~�$�$

*�����
�;�������
��
	���
�
~�$�$
����
	����
�����
	Z
�	���6����
��
9
����
��
�����
�	�	������	�
��
	��<

�;;�
���
Z
	�
}!
'$
'�
�	��
���
�	
��	������
����������
��
���
�	@�����
	Z
9
���
���
����@��
�
��
���

�������
��
�����
����������
�;;��
�
�	
����
����
�
�	�����
���<
�	
�
��������
��
����<$
��
'�
���

EB I sites in more marginal locations are typically occupied for no more than one or two ceramic 
;������
@����
����
�¢����
�	
�	
�	
�
����
�
Z�@
�����
���
��
�	��$
_��
�

������
����
�	
���
�

about the nature of these episodes of marginal colonisation and about the factors pushing/pulling 
��
����
�
	�;�
	Z
;�	;��
�@�<
Z
	�
���
9
����
�	@�����
��
��
����
�����$
"	@���
�
��
���
����
	Z
��

'�
��
�����
�	�	������	��
��
���
����
���������
����
�	����
�������
������
;����
��
�	@����
��������

��
���
���
����
��
��<
����
;��<��
�
����������

	��$45 

41 _	�����
��
��$
����$
42 _	�����
���0��
7 �78$
43 _	�����
���5�
75�
_	�����
�����
����7$
44 "�������
���5�
_	�����
���5�
75]���
_	�����
�����
7/���$

45 _	�����
�����
7/]��$



Tracing Complexity in ‘the Missing Millennium’ 355 

����
��
���
� ���
�&��
��7
��
&��0
��� ��
�&����������
�����
�����

}�
�<
��
9	����������+
_��
����

��	������
�������

In addition, to these dots on maps, there are a number of excavated sites, mainly of late FN date, 
@��
�
�
�	
�
��������
@���	@
	�
;�	;���
����
����
���
;
�������
���
��
������$
9���Z
��	��

these is Knossos, which after more than a century of excavation and study represents one of the 
�	
�
�	�;
���������<
���;���
��	������
�����������
��
���
������$
�����
���
��;	
�����
Z	

	�


understanding of Neolithic Crete has been appreciated for more than a century,�8 over the last dec-
���
	

�	
�;;
������	�
	Z
���
����
�
	Z
���
�����������
���
�������$
�
���	���<
��	��	�
������
�	

be treated as unusual in almost every respect: it was widely believed that it grew rapidly in isola-
tion into a Neolithic ‘super-site’ which became the mother community for a very late colonisation 
of the rest of the island in the 4th
����������
!9$�0
�	
�

������<�
�	@���
�
����
����
���
����

entirely rejected thanks to the recognition of the probable existence of other communities beyond 
��	��	�
Z
	�
��
��
�<
��
���
0th millennium BC�5 and by detailed re-evaluation of the growth of 
��	������
��	��	�$�/
��

Z
	�
�
	@���
¢�����<
���	
�
��
���
���	�
�;������<
���Z6��Z������
�	�-
munity early in the Neolithic, as previously supposed,50
��	��	�

�������
��
<
�����
~�$
Ñ�$ ����

and thus demographically unviable for the 1st
����������
	Z
���
���������
~�$�$
�$
0���]8���
!9��

���
	��<
�����	;��
���	
�
��
��
�������
~�$
�$�]�$ ����
����
@��
��
�����
����������<
���Z6��Z������

���	�
�;������<�
��
���
��
~�$
 7��]� ��
!9�$
9	��
�
<
�	
;
���	��
����������
@����
�������

continual growth throughout FN,51 careful study of all available deposits, exploiting the resolution 
;
	�����
�<
���
��@
��
']'�
��
	�	�	�<�
���������
����
��
�	
;	���
��
���
��
���
��	��	�
�
	@

any larger, remaining instead within the size threshold observed for other large villages on Crete52 
���
��
	���


���	��
	Z
���
������$53 

And so, rather than providing us with a window on a highly unusual form of Neolithic social 
complexity that has little comparative value, Knossos in fact appears to be typical of other large 
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more complex forms of organisation 8 strongly suggests an absence of permanent institutionalised 
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Something similar is suggested by a major spatial reorganisation at Knossos at the beginning 
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