9. THE HOUSES H1 TO H5
(Fig. 15)

The houses H1 to H5 (P1. 36.1) are located in the
central part of the excavated areca SAVI1 and are
flanked by the streets Rue NS1 in the east, the re-
constructed Rue EOI1 in the north, and Rue EO4 in
the south. On the western side, a north-south ori-
ented wall separates the residential quarter from the
magazines in the west. The five houses comprise a
total area of 1,273m?, with a north-south extension
of 64.50m and an east-west extension of 19.66m.
It must be noted, however, that the northernmost
part of House H4 does not exist anymore and one
can only assume that it formerly had reached to Rue
EOL1 in the north.'® The houses were erected in a
strict orthogonal grid, with the walls perpendicular
to each other.

Overall, the walls of the houses are standing
up to the height of about 1.0m, though the condi-
tion of the walls in the south is generally less well
preserved. Here, at House H1 and the southern part
of House HS5, only around three to four courses of
bricks have survived, reaching a maximum height of
0.50m. Some of the walls can only just be seen as a
slight elevation protruding from the ground surface.
It is therefore sometimes difficult to detect whether
the wall continued onwards or may have incorpo-
rated a doorway.'® Also, the lowest courses of the
walls were commonly laid without doorways being
marked, so when the upper brickwork has been lost,
the pattern of access across the continuous lengths
of wall often cannot be identified clearly.'”

Apart from one example in House H3, there are
no existing windows or niches in any of the walls,

168 In Azim’s plan House H4 is not reconstructed to reach Rue

EO1, but ends slightly to the south of the street. There is
however no explanation given for this reconstruction. Cf.
Azm 1975, 98, pl. IV.

169 Cf. KEMP/STEVENS 2010, 299.

170 Cf. Kemp 2000, 88.

171 See SPENCE 2004, 131.

172 Tt must be noted however, that no traces of a staircase have
been found. Also, the thickness of the walls does not ne-
cessarily indicate a second story. At Amarna, walls with a
thickness of merely 0.14-0.18m also could have supported
a lightweight upper floor. See SPENCE 2004, 129.

possibly a result of the level of preservation. In gen-
eral, windows in Egyptian domestic architecture are
presumed to have been rather high up.'”" The thick-
ness of the walls for the houses HI-H3 and HS5 is
very uniform with 0.55m, consisting of one row of
headers and one of stretchers per course, with the
laying pattern alternated in every other course. The
walls of House H4 were thicker, with the outer walls
being 1.10m and the inner ones 0.75m, possibly in-
dicating an upper story at this house.!”” The format
of the bricks used in all the houses was very uniform
with 33 x 15 x 10cm. Nothing of a floor covering
made of mudbricks or stone has been preserved; one
may therefore assume that there were pressed mud
pavements throughout the dwellings. Also, the wall
plastering, conserved in a few areas, was made of
clay.

9.1. THE Housks H1 To H3!7
(PL. 5, Plan 5 section 1)

The houses H1 to H3 are situated to the west of the
main north-south thoroughfare Rue NSI and are
aligned in a row from the south to the north. They
are designed as row houses, always sharing the di-
viding wall. The three houses all have approximately
the same layout and size, consisting of five rooms:
two main rooms in the east and two smaller rooms
and an entrance room in the west. With an area of c.
55.0-58.0m? the houses are rather small in size.'”
The access of the rooms followed a spiral-form
pattern!” beginning from the entrance room 1 and
ending in room 5. The main entrance to the houses

173 Azim 1975, 118. The nomenclature of the houses themsel-

ves was given by Azim, while the room numbers were assi-
gned by the author for a better differentiation of the various
rooms.

The size of these houses corresponds with those of the
small houses in the western quarter in Kahun as well as
with the houses in the workmen’s village in Amarna and
Deir el-Medina. See TIETZE 1985, 48—85; LAcovARA 1997,
47-49; Kortsipa 2007, 6-7; SNAPE 2014, 66, 86.
“Schneckenhaus-Grundrif3” resp. “escargot-plan” as used
by VON PILGRIM 1996b, 256, and Lacovara 1997, 54, for
explaining certain house types of Tell el-Dab‘a and Kerma.
See also BIETAK 1996, 24, fig. 3.
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9. The Houses H1 to H5 47

lay in the narrow north-south running corridor Rue
NS2, situated between Rue EO4 in the south and the
probably open area H3N in the north.!”® This cor-
ridor also separated the houses H1-H3 from House
HS in the west. As already noted by Azim,'”” no ar-
chitectural elements of stone, such as thresholds or
lintels, have been recovered in these dwelling units,
nor have column bases. He suggests however that
one could possibly reconstruct a central column in
the principal rooms of the houses.!”® An interesting
detail is that the walls between the respective rooms
2 and 3 did not follow the usual perpendicular lay-
out, but were situated at a slight angle, especially in
the houses H2 and H3. No remains of staircases ex-
ist at these houses, therefore one may conclude that
they consisted only of the ground story.

9.1.1. House H1
(PL. 6.1, Plan 5 section 4)

House H1 is the southernmost house of the row
houses H1-H3. Its state of preservation is the worst
of the three houses, with only up to three courses
of bricks remaining of some of the walls (PL. 36.2).
The majority of the walls, however, have almost de-
teriorated to the ground level and can only be seen
as a weak imprint on the ground. From the existing
features it is possible to reconstruct the course of
these walls, without being able to go into greater
detail. Therefore, for example, it cannot always be
determined where the entrances to the rooms had
been in the original layout of the house.

The area of House H1 comprised 57.96m? with
a north-south extension of 9.58m and an east-west
extension of 7.30m. The house was entered from
Rue NS2 in the west via Room H1/1,' a rectangu-
lar, corridor-like room measuring 2.56 x 1.39m. The
opening to Rue NS2 covers the entire width of the
room, the flanking walls of the entrance are how-
ever badly deteriorated, so it cannot be determined
if perhaps the walls projected further into the room

176 Azim mentions a second entrance into the houses in the
east. These entrances cannot be confirmed, however, since
the walls are badly deteriorated and one cannot determine if
the openings in the wall were original doorways, entrances
installed at a later period, or simply deteriorated parts of the
masonry. Cf. Azim 1975, 118.

77 Azim 1975, 118.

178 Azim 1975, 118. There are a few remains of column bases
in the vicinity of the houses H1-H3 (two in H2, two in Rue
NS2), none are however in situ and it cannot be determined
if these bases were formerly part of the dwellings.

17 Cf. Chapter 14.19.1.

to form doorjambs. A brick buttress added to the
eastern end of the northern wall formed the north-
ern doorjamb of the entrance into Room H1/2, situ-
ated to the east of Room H1/1. If a corresponding
buttress also existed on the southern side cannot be
determined from the present situation of the walls;
it seems however likely.

Room HI1/2"™ was almost rectangular, with
a north-south extension of 4.26m and a width of
3.76m, amounting to an area of 16.39m?. The room
was entered from the west. If a second entrance ex-
isted on the eastern side, giving access from Rue
NS1,'8! cannot be determined with certainty, be-
cause the eastern wall of the room is badly deterio-
rated in this area. The southern wall of the room,
being the dividing wall to Room H1/3, can only be
seen as a weak imprint in the ground as well and
therefore the exact position of the opening between
these two rooms can only be guessed at.

Room H1/3'% is situated in the southeast cor-
ner of the building. At 15.61m? (4.18 x 3.76m) it
had almost the same size as Room H1/2 and can
be classified as the second main room of the house.
Of the walls of this room, only the southwest cor-
ner is preserved up to a height of 0.38m, while the
rest can only barely be seen as weak imprints on the
ground. Here, once again, it is therefore not possible
to determine the exact position of the door open-
ings to the neighboring rooms. An interesting de-
tail presents itself at the southeast corner, where the
southern wall of House H1 continued onwards to
the east, thus projecting into the street Rue NS1 for
about 0.30m, where it formed a kind of a doorjamb
at the crossing point to the east-west oriented street
Rue EO4. At the small part of the remaining wall in
the southwest corner of the room, the bricks in the
lowest course are standing on edge. This could have
been a means of leveling out any unevenness of the
ground and creating a horizontal alignment before
laying further brick courses.'®

180 Cf. Chapter 14.19.2.

181 As postulated by Azim 1975, 118; 98, pl. IV. For the recon-
struction questionable openings were not considered, since
domestic architecture in other Egyptian towns (e.g. Amar-
na, Elephantine, Tell el-Dab¢a, Abydos) generally have only
one main entrance and are not perforated with many ope-
nings. Cf. BORCHARDT/RICKE 1980; TiETZE 1985; ENDRU-
WEIT 1994; BIETAK 1996; VON PILGRIM 1996b; SPENCE
2004; KemP/STEVENS 2010.

182 Cf. Chapter 14.19.3.

183 Cf. Kemp 2000, 88 and see above Chapter 4.
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To the west of Room H1/3 lay Room H1/4,'8
with a size of 8.84m? (4.35 x 2.04m). It was ac-
cessed from the east, although, as already men-
tioned, the exact location of the entrance is not
known. The situation of the walls is similar to the
rest of the house, with a preservation height of up to
0.40m (about three courses of bricks). Once again,
the lowest course of the southern wall consists of
bricks on edge.

Finally, to the north of Room H1/4 is the small,
almost square chamber Room H1/5,'% with 4.41m?
(2.18 x 2.08m). It could be entered from the south.
In the western part of the room remains of the mud
pavement are still preserved.

9.1.2. House H2
(P1. 6.2, Plan 5 sections 4 and 5)

Directly to the north of House H1, House H2 has
the same layout as House H1 and (with an area of
55.19m?) is approximately the same size (P1. 37).
In general, the walls are better preserved, up to a
height of 0.90m, making it easier to determine the
exact course of the walls and the position of the
doors. The house was entered from the west into
Room H2/1.'"% The walls forming the doorjambs
on the northern and southern side of the entrance
are both badly deteriorated, so they could have for-
merly jutted out more than in the present condi-
tion. The room measures 2.57 x 1.32m, opening
on the eastern side to Room H2/2, where a buttress
is added on the northern side of the entrance (cf.
H1/1). An equivalent doorjamb on the southern
side seems possible, since the wall in that area is
damaged.

The 15.02m? large Room H2/2'¥" has an almost
square form (4.07 x 3.76m). As in House H1, an
opening to Rue NS1 on the eastern side of the room
could be possible, even though the wall faces fram-
ing the entrance are not shaped as doorjambs, but
are irregular. Therefore, the dimension of a possible
door in this area cannot be determined. The south-
ern wall of Room H2/2 is not parallel to the northern
wall, but is situated at a slight angle. The opening
to Room H2/3 is on the eastern side of this wall.
The eastern wall of the room continues onwards to

18 Cf. Chapter 14.19.4.
185 Cf. Chapter 14.19.5.
186 Cf. Chapter 14.20.1.
187 Cf. Chapter 14.20.2.
188 Cf. Chapter 14.20.3.

Room H2/3; at the interface between the two rooms
there is no indication of a buttress or doorjamb pro-
jecting to the west. An opening in the northern part
of the wall was added at a later time and is not part
of the original layout.

Since the northern and southern walls of Room
H2/3'%% are both slightly slanted, the room has a
trapezoid form, with an area of 15.18m?. The room
was entered from the north and a second door
opening existed in the west towards Room H2/4.
The western wall is badly deteriorated, therefore
the exact location of this entrance cannot be de-
termined. The walls of Room H2/4'% are gener-
ally in a bad shape and very little of the original
masonry is still intact. The layout of the room can
however be clearly identified with measurements
of 4.12 x 2.09m (8.58m?). Even though the ex-
act position can, once again, not be determined,
there must have been an entrance in the north to
make Room H2/5'° accessible. Apart from the
entrance room H2/1, this chamber is the smallest
room (4.45m?) and, due to its position in the house,
seems to be the most private one.!”!

9.1.3. House H3
(PL. 7, Plan 5 section 4)

House H3 is the northernmost of the three row
houses, following the same layout. It is the best
preserved of the three, since all the walls have a
remaining height of at least 0.40m (Pl. 38). The
surface area of the entire house is 56.42m?. As in
the other two houses, the (presumably) main en-
trance is in the northwestern corner, where one en-
tered a 1.33m wide and 2.09m long corridor, Room
H3/1."? Here, the doorjambs, i.e. the walls framing
the door on the north and the south side, have once
again been badly damaged. On the eastern side of
the corridor, a small wall juts out of the northern
wall, forming a doorjamb for the entrance to Room
H3/2. In this case, a southern counterpart cannot be
reconstructed, since the southern wall is in good
shape and there is no indication that a similar but-
tress was in place here.

In the 15.74m? large Room H3/2,'" a 1.44m
wide opening in the eastern wall is more pro-

18 Cf. Chapter 14.20.4.
19 Cf. Chapter 14.20.5.
191 Cf. Room H1/5 and Room H3/5.
192 Cf. Chapter 14.21.1.
19 Cf. Chapter 14.21.2.
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nounced than in the comparable rooms H1/2 and
H2/2 and the doorjambs can be more clearly de-
fined. Nevertheless, this opening seems to be of a
secondary nature and is therefore not considered
in the reconstruction of House H3. In the southern
wall of the room a 1.20m wide door leads into Room
H3/3. Remains of the mud wall plastering are extant
on the western doorjamb of this opening as well as
on the wall itself. This southern wall is once again
set in an angle to the other walls and is therefore
not parallel to the northern wall. In the southwest
corner of the room the remains of a former installa-
tion — perhaps a small storage bin — can be seen. The
remains consist of one brick standing on edge with
one brick lying on top, creating a niche with a width
of 0.44m in the southwest corner.

The second main room of the house, the
14.66m? large Room H3/3,"* could definitely be
entered from Rue NS1; in the northern part of the
eastern wall, a 1.23m wide entrance, where both
doorjambs are preserved, can be identified. The
only still existing window of all the dwellings is
installed in this wall as well (P1. 40). It is situated
0.50m to the south of the door opening and has a
width of 0.67m. The window sill is 0.26m above
ground level. On both sides of the window opening
bricks are standing on edge, forming the window
frame. Remains of a lime plaster are extant inside
of the window opening. Directly to the south of
the window, a rectangular installation was situated
in the southeastern corner of the room, consisting
of a row of bricks standing on edge and encom-
passing an area of 1.87 x 1.01m. This could have
been a storage bin or, what seems more likely, a
mastaba situated in the corner of the room, form-
ing a close relationship to the neighboring window
and therefore a link to the outside world (P1. 39).'%
Furthermore, remains of the mud floor still exist
in the western part of the room. Brick rubble was
found in its center. If these tumbled down bricks

19 Cf. Chapter 14.21.3.

195 Mastabas are a common feature in Egyptian houses, found
for example in Amarna, Elephantine and Amara West, both
inside and outside of the houses. See VON PILGRIM 1996a,
219 for Elephantine; CORREAS-AMADOR 2013, 416, 421
for Amarna; SPENCER/STEVENS/BINDER 2014, 38 for Ama-
ra West. Also, the so-called “box beds” in Deir el-Medina
have similar dimensions (1.70 x 0.80 x 0.75m) and are
placed in one of the front (main) rooms of the house. Cf.
Leska 1994, 98-100, 104, figs. 3 and 4; KLEINKE 2007, 17
and 30-31; SNAPE 2014, 79.

were formerly part of the masonry or the ceiling
can no longer be determined. Azim also men-
tions the existence of the remains of the flat roof,
consisting of a 0.15m thick layer of earth on top
of straw mats and wooden beams.!”® This feature
could however not be verified through the post-
examination.

To the west of Room H3/3 was the rectangular
Room H3/4"7 (4.34 x 2.02m), accessible through a
1.22m doorway in the east. The southern doorjamb
was damaged, so the entrance was possibly nar-
rower. To the north, the 4.35m? large Room H3/5'%
could be entered through a 1.08m doorway. Here,
both doorjambs are covered in mud plaster.

To the north of House H3 is a presumably open
area or courtyard (Area H3N'°), with a length
of 12.14m and a width of 4.45m. This space was
separated from Rue NS1 by a north-south oriented
wall, leaving a 1.13m wide entrance into the area.
Neither House H3 nor House H4 to the north could
be accessed directly from the area H3N, only the
corridors Rue NS2 and Rue NS3, leading to the en-
trances of the respective houses.?”

9.2. House H4
(P1. 8, Plan 5 section 4, Plan 6 sections 8—10)

House H4 was situated on the north side of the do-
mestic quarter, though only the rooms in the south-
ern part and to the west have been preserved (Pl.
41.1). Therefore, the total dimensions of the former
dwelling must remain unknown. Due to the general
layout of this town quarter, one could assume that
House H4 formerly reached to the main east-west
oriented street Rue EO1 in the north and there-
fore encompassed an entire area of about 368.0m?
(11.91 x 30.95m).?! The part of the house that can
still be traced consists of seven rooms and an area
of 111.90m?. It is bordered by Rue NSI in the east
and Rue NS3 in the west, as well as the open area
H3N in the south. The outer walls of House H4 are

19 Azim 1975, 118.

97 Cf. Chapter 14.21.4.

19 Cf. Chapter 14.21.5.

199 Cf. Chapter 14.21.6.

200 Cf. Chapter 6.

201 The possibility that more than one house existed in this area
cannot be entirely ruled out.
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between 1.02 and 1.08m wide, while the inner walls
have a width of about 0.70m. The size of the bricks
used here were the same as at the houses H1-H3,
33x15x10cm.

The main entrance, or rather the only known en-
trance, seems to have been on the western side of
the building, where a 1.50m long stone threshold is
situated in situ. Through this doorway one entered
Room H4/1?%? from the corridor-like Rue NS3. Not
all of the walls of Room H4/1 have survived, but
enough to trace the outlines, establishing a room of
15.19m?. A possible second doorway leading to the
rest of the dwelling could have been on the east-
ern side of the room, where the wall has completely
eroded, aside from the corners. The southern wall,
added onto the massive outer western wall, was pre-
served in its entire length up to a height of 0.90m.
From the northern wall, on the other hand, only the
northeastern corner is still visible. The western wall,
being the outer wall of the dwelling, was still pre-
served to the south of the threshold, where it contin-
ued to the south. To the north, this outer wall is only
barely visible at ground level to a distance of 2.70m
from the threshold. Another north-south oriented
wall can be determined to the north of Room H4/1
as well; here a small chamber (Room H4/1N*%) of
2.84m? can be reconstructed, of which the entrance
lay either in the north or the east. The eastern wall of
Room H4/1 also continued to the north, though the
extent is not known.

Also unknown are the dimensions of the room to
the east of Room H4/1. The only evidence here is the
remains of a stone threshold situated in a doorway
leading to the south (Room H4/2). The width of this
entrance cannot be determined, since the threshold
is not preserved in its entirety and the western side
of the now existing opening is uneven. A second-
ary wall overbuilds the area, where presumably the
original southern wall was situated. To the north and
the east no trace of the original building remains.

Room H4/2.2%* with 29.37m? (6.08 x 4.86m),
seems to have been one of the main rooms of the
house, being the largest room in the preserved part
of the house. It is situated to the south of Room
H4/1. Apart from the already mentioned entrance in
the north, this room provided access to the southern
rooms of the house, though the entrance to Room

202 Cf. Chapter 14.22.1.
203 Cf. Chapter 14.22.2.
204 Cf. Chapter 14.22.3.

H4/4 was closed off at a later time. Both doors lead-
ing to the southern rooms were 1.32m wide and pre-
sumably had sandstone thresholds. Parts of such a
threshold are lying near the entrance in Room H4/5.
Inside of Room H4/2, the base of a column was
found. If a column was actually formerly part of the
room must remain unknown, but due to the size of
the room, one could assume that there was at least
one column situated in the middle. The diameter of
the base is 0.72m and the remains of the column are
0.28m in diameter.

To the east of Room H4/2 lay Room H4/3%%, of
which the northern part was completely overbuilt
by a wall from a later time period. Therefore, the
original size of the room cannot be determined. One
can, however, see a small piece of masonry under-
neath this secondary wall, which seems to have
been aligned to the northern wall of Room H4/2 and
also probably formed the eastern doorjamb of the
stone threshold located there. The eastern wall (be-
ing the outer wall of House H4) is only preserved
in parts and is clearly a continuation of the better
preserved part of the wall located at Room H4/6 to
the south. Therefore, the size of the room can prob-
ably be reconstructed with 12.77m?, with a length
(north-south) of 4.77m and a width (east-west) of
2.46m. The former entrance into the room cannot be
determined and is presumed to be on the northern
side, since the remains of the western wall are for the
most part too high to accommodate a door opening.

In the southern part of the house three rooms
were situated next to each other (Pl. 41.2). In the
southwestern corner was Room H4/4, a relatively
small room with only 7.61m? total. This room is
now completely closed off, since the former 1.20m
wide entrance in the north wall was first narrowed
down to 0.96m and later completely filled with
brick masonry (P1. 42.1). When these changes oc-
curred is not known, but presumably after the main
occupation phase in Pharaonic times. The walls of
this room are very well preserved up to a height of
1.60m and still have parts of the original mud plas-
ter, the exception being the outer southwest corner,
which is almost completely destroyed.

The middle room located on the southern side,
Room H4/5.,7 had a size of 13.90m? and was the
largest of the three rooms. It had a central entrance

25 Cf. Chapter 14.22.4.

26 Cf. Chapter 14.22.5.
207 Cf. Chapter 14.22.6.
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in the north (measuring 1.30m), with another door-
way situated in the east, giving access to Room
H4/6. This opening and the dividing wall between
the two rooms was overbuilt in a later time period,
but the original walls can still be identified under-
neath the secondary wall. An opening in the south-
ern wall was not part of the original layout.

Finally, Room H4/6** was located in the south-
eastern corner of the house. With 6.73m?, it had
about the same dimensions as Room H4/4. The only
entrance was the 1.17m wide doorway in the west,
leading from Room H4/5 into the chamber.

To the west of Rue NS3 is the area labelled Area
H4W=2% (P1. 9), where the original layout is unclear
because of the many secondary walls that were
erected in this area. Nevertheless, some of the origi-
nal walls can be determined and two rooms can ten-
tatively be reconstructed. Three east-west oriented
walls could have belonged to the original layout;
they were all built onto the dividing wall to the stor-
age room area, SAF5. These remains are at the most
two to three courses high; in some parts they could
only be determined as imprints in the ground. The
outer walls were between 0.45m and 0.50m thick,
while the interior wall was only 0.25m. The south-
ernmost wall was aligned with the outer wall of
House H4. An entrance to the southern room, with
a size of 14.53m?, could be identified from the cor-
ridor Rue NS3. Access to the larger northern room
(c. 30.0m?) could have been either from the corri-
dor or from the southern room. To the south of these
two rooms a further room existed, labelled Room
HS5N,2!° which could be accessed from Area H3N.
It also had an opening to House 5 in the south. For
the reconstruction, it is assumed that the area to the
north of these three rooms was built up with similar
structures, thus creating, together with House 4, the
corridor Rue NS3.2"

9.3. Houst HS
(Pls. 10 and 11, Plan 5 sections 2 and 5)

The area to the west of the houses H1-H3 and up
to the dividing wall to SAFS is labelled as House
HS5,2'2 encompassing a total area of 303.16m?
(Pl. 42.2). Azim assumed that there was only one
rather large house with nine rooms here. However,

208 Cf. Chapter 14.22.7.
209 Cf. Chapter 14.22.8.
210 Cf. Chapter 14.23.13.
I Cf. Chapter 6.

2

by viewing the ground plan it seems just as likely
that there were actually two smaller houses situated
here, divided by the central east-west corridor H5/5.
For the description of the rooms, the house will be
treated as one, while keeping the possibility of a
separation into two in mind.

In general, especially in this house, it is difficult
to determine in most rooms where the original door
openings had been, because many of the walls are
not preserved in their entirety and may also have
openings and holes that were intentionally added
in later time periods. Regarding the state of pres-
ervation, the walls in the northeastern part of the
house are the best preserved, up to a height of about
1.20m, while in the southern part only about two to
three courses of bricks per wall have remained.

The main entrance seems to have been to the
east, at the above mentioned Corridor H5/5,>"* en-
tering the house from the north-south oriented street
Rue NS2. This 7.65m long and 1.38m wide cor-
ridor, leading through the house to the (probably)
open courtyard H5/9 in the west, presumably gave
access to the rooms lying to the north and south of
the corridor. Unfortunately, the exact access points
cannot be verified due to the state of preservation
of the walls. It is however assumed that the rooms
H5/3 and H5/6 could be entered from the corridor,
since the walls of the neighboring rooms H5/4 and
H5/7 are preserved higher and offer no possibility
for doors. As for the openings of the corridor to the
east and the west, buttresses on the northern sides
of both doorways formed the doorjambs, though a
corresponding element on the southern side did not
exist. A further buttress was located as the exten-
sion of the dividing wall between the rooms H5/3
and H5/4, jutting out for 0.16m into the corridor
H5/5.

The northern part of the house consisted of four
rooms, H5/1-H5/4, forming a rectangular block.
The 20.85m? (5.97 x 3.71m) large Room H5/1°'* is
situated in the northwestern corner (Pl. 43.1). The
walls of this room are not preserved in their entirety
and the northern and western walls are especially
damaged. Nevertheless, the outline of the room can
be traced very well. Due to the state of preservation
of the walls, entrances into the room could be pos-

212 Cf. Azm 1975, 118.

213 Cf. Chapter 14.23.5.
214 Cf. Chapter 14.23.1.
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sible at all sides, though the remains of the eastern
and southern walls most strongly suggest openings,
since doorjambs seem to exist here. Therefore, the
room was probably entered from an approximately
central door in the south, while access was also giv-
en to Room H5/2 in the east, through a door situated
in the southern part of the eastern wall.

The walls of the elongated Room H5/22%, with
12.91m? (597 x 2.17m) in the northeast of the
building are slightly better preserved, with the east-
ern and southern walls reaching a height of up to
1.18m. Entrances to the room seem to have been
from the west (Room H5/1) and the south (Room
H5/4). That another doorway may have existed in
the east towards Rue NS2 cannot be entirely ruled
out, since the northern part of the eastern wall is
completely missing.

Room H5/3%'¢ was situated to the south of Room
H5/1. It had an area of 21.02m? (5.93 x 3.71m),
making these two rooms almost the same size. They
were interconnected by a central doorway in the di-
viding wall. Another entrance to Room H5/3 for-
merly existed in the northern part of the eastern wall,
though this door was closed off at a later time. The
southern and the western walls of the room seem
to have been replaced in a later period (modern?),
since the bricks used here are very regular and have
a different format than the ones used at the other
walls (31 x 17 x 7cm). Nevertheless, they follow
the original outline of the room. The northern part
of the western wall is missing in its entirety.

To the east of Room H5/3 was Room H5/4,2"7
which was the same size as Room H5/2. All of the
entrances into this room lay in the northern part of
the room. As with the door in the western wall, a
1.0m wide entrance in the east, leading to Rue NS2,
was closed off at a later time as well.

Five further rooms of House H5 were situated
to the south of the dividing corridor H5/5. From the
corridor, Room H5/6?'"® could probably be entered
(see above). Unfortunately, the northern wall of this
room is missing almost in its entirety, with only wall
stumps on the eastern and western sides remaining.
Therefore, the entrance situation is not assured. This
almost square room (4.16 X 3.65m, 15.37m?) prob-
ably also had an entrance to Room H5/7 in the east.

S

5 Cf. Chapter 14.23.2.
216 Cf. Chapter 14.23.3.
217 Cf. Chapter 14.23.4.
218 Cf. Chapter 14.23.6.
¢ Cf. Chapter 14.23.7.

)

Here too, the wall is not extant anymore, so precise
statements are once again difficult to make. It can
also no longer be determined if the column base that
now can be found in the room was actually part of a
column formerly situated here.

The neighboring 9.08m? large Room HS5/7%"
was entered from the west and had another door
in the south, giving access to the large room H5/8.
A doorjamb was situated 0.15m to the west of the
eastern wall, while a second one was probably
0.92m further west. The northern wall of this room
was inserted between the eastern and western
walls and may stem from a later period. Since the
facings of the eastern and western walls are un-
even on their northern sides, it is possible that they
previously continued to the north, forming a larger
room together with the eastern part of the corridor
HS5/5.

Room H5/8,%° with 52.63m? (7.90 x 6.50m),
was definitely the largest and therefore the main
room of House H5 (PI. 43.2). Apart from the above
mentioned entrance from Room H5/7 in the north,
the room could be accessed directly from the out-
side via a 1.20m wide door in the southern wall,
entering from Rue EO4. A column base with a
diameter of 0.47m is probably situated in situ in
the southern half of the room. A second, dislocated
column base was also found here. Therefore, con-
sidering also the size of the room, it seems plau-
sible to reconstruct two columns in this room for
supporting the roof.

Two further rooms were situated to the west of
Room H5/8, Rooms H5/10?*' and H5/11,7?? which
could be accessed from Room H5/8. The walls of
these two rooms are only 0.35m thick, but were con-
nected to the western wall of the rooms H5/6 and
H5/8, indicating that they were part of the original
planning and not a secondary addition as one could
suspect in view of the plan. The northern room,
H5/10, is 12.03m?, while the southern one, H5/11,
has a size of 15.98m?. Also to the west, bordered by
the rooms of H5 in the east and the dividing wall
to the area SAFS5 in the west, is the probably open
area H5/9,2 which can presumably be addressed
as a courtyard. This 20.85m? large area was acces-
sible from the corridor H5/5 of House H5, as well

220 Cf. Chapter 14.23.8.

21 Cf. Chapter 14.23.11.
222 Cf. Chapter 14.23.12.
22 Cf. Chapter 14.23.9.
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as from an 11.07m long and 1.09m wide corridor in
the south (H5/9A**). A further entrance could have
also existed in the north.

9.4. SUMMARY AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
Housks H1 t1o H5 (Fig. 16)

The domestic area in the center of SAV1 consisted
of five dwelling units which were all arranged in the
orthogonal grid that defined the southern part of the
town. The assumed main accesses into the houses
occurred from the north-south oriented corridors
Rue NS2 and Rue NS3. The houses HI-H3 are
row houses with an almost identical ground plan,
with two main rooms in the east and two smaller
rooms and the entrance corridor in the west, lead-
ing from the entrance in a spiral-form to the most
private room.** The neighboring house H5 consist-
ed of a central corridor and nine rooms, situated to
the north and the south of the corridor. In the west
was an open courtyard. From the ground plan of the
house it seems possible that H5 actually comprised
two separate dwelling units, divided by the corridor.
In this case, the northern house would consist of two
larger rooms in the west and two elongated smaller
ones in the east. The southern house possessed one
main room in the south, probably equipped with
columns, and four smaller rooms. The access to
these two smaller houses would have been from the
central corridor.

In the north of the residential sector was House
H4, separated from the houses H1-H3 and H5 by
an open area. Only the southern part of House H4 is
preserved; it is however assumed that the dwelling
reached to the main street Rue EO1 in the north. In
the still existing part of the building, the main en-
trance could be detected in the west, on the longitu-
dinal side of the house. The entrance room was fol-
lowed by five further rooms of varying sizes, with
the southernmost rooms aligned in a row.

24 Cf. Chapter 14.23.10.

225 Row houses are a common feature in Egyptian settlements
of all time periods. Exemplary are the row houses at the
Middle Kingdom city of Kahun and the workmen’s village
at Amarna. See KEmp 1987, 21-50; LACOVARA 1997, 47,
Kemp 2006, 212-217. For a listing of model settlements
throughout the ages with detailed descriptions see Kemp
2006, 195-244. The domestic quarter at Sesebi consists of
row houses as well. See Lacovara 1997, 159, fig. 66.

The existence of an upper floor for Egyptian domestic buil-
dings, especially those of special importance, is generally
assumed. See SPENCE 2004, 123-152, Korrsipa 2007,
123-135.

226

As for the 3-D reconstruction of the domestic
quarter (PL. 58), one of the main problem is once
again the former height of the buildings and espe-
cially the question of the existence of upper sto-
ries.” As already addressed, the thickness of the
walls do not necessarily indicate a possible upper
floor. In fact, all the walls in the domestic areca
would have been strong enough to support one.?”’
However, no remains of staircases could be found in
the entire area of the domestic buildings. Therefore,
the houses HI-H3 and HS5 are reconstructed as
single-story houses with flat roofs, always span-
ning the entire building block.?”® Parapet-walls of a
height of about 0.50m enclosed the roof surface.??’
If the houses had any windows apart from the single
example in House H3, can no longer be determined;
if windows were present, they were of small for-
mat and must have been situated higher up in the
walls.?” As alternate sources of light and ventila-
tion, openings in the roof or even roofless rooms
also seem plausible.?!

In the extant part of House H4 no traces of a stair-
case could be detected anymore either. However,
due to the presumed size of the house — and thus
possibly being of heightened importance — a second
story is proposed for this dwelling, assuming that
the missing staircase was situated somewhere in the
northern part of the house. In comparison to recon-
structions of other contemporaneous dwellings, this
second floor is presumed to have been situated only
over two-thirds of the house, leaving the remaining
part as a terrace, which was accessed from the upper
story.?

Of all of the houses excavated here, the actual
function of the rooms must remain unknown, es-
pecially since no finds are recorded for the specific
rooms. One can therefore only suggest distinctions
into main and secondary rooms according to their
size. In general, larger rooms are classified as the

227 Cf. SPENCE 2004, 129.

28 Cf. UpHILL 1988, 21, who also suggests this for the houses
in Deir el-Medina.

229 Cf. ENDRUWEIT 1994, 48 with reference to house models of
the Middle Kingdom. See PETRIE 1907, pl. XV.

230 Cf. ENDRUWEIT 1994, 25; SPENCE 2004, 131; SPENCE 2010,
291.

BLCf. Kemp 1995, 156. In his view, rooms with no windows
or internal rooms which received their lighting through the
doors of the neighboring rooms could have very well exis-
ted, depending on their usage and the need of the occupants
for natural lighting.

232 Cf. SPENCE 2004, 123-152; 134; Korrsipa 2007, 123-135.
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Fig. 16. Reconstruction plan of the houses H1-H5
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main rooms, where possible columns in a room
heightened their importance.”* Compared to the
classic Amarna house, with its tripartite plan** con-
sidered the most common form of ancient Egyptian
houses, no typical tripartite division can be identified
here and thus also a subdivision into distinct sections
cannot be made. Typical identifying architectural el-
ements, such as niches or bed platforms for the bed-
rooms*? are also not extant here. In the case of the
row houses H1 to H3, which shared identical ground
plans, one could assume a sequence of rather public
to private rooms following the spiral-form accessi-
bility of the rooms, with the rooms 2 and 3 being the
main rooms and the rooms 4 and 5 the secondary,
more private, ones. House H5 is much more difficult
to interpret in this way. Room H5/8 in the south can
clearly be identified as the main room of the house,

23 Cf. CROCKER 1985, 58-64; vON PILGRIM 1996a, 207-208;
CORREAS-AMADOR 2013, 200. Columns in rooms were of-
ten not necessary for supporting the ceiling or roof beams,
but served as an important status symbol.

24 Cf. TiIETZE 1985; BIETAK 1996; VON PILGRIM 19964, 190;
Lacovara 1997, 50; 56; SPENCE 2004, 127. A summary of

set apart from the others by its size and the prob-
able existence of two columns, while the remaining
rooms are rather uniform in their size and layout.
Furthermore, the accessibility of the rooms gives no
clue to any hierarchy, with perhaps only the rooms
H5/10 and H5/11 tentatively labelled as secondary
rooms, given their location within the house. As for
House H4, an interpretation is even more difficult,
due to the fact that only the southern part still exists.
The main entrance seems to have been in the central
area of the house. One main room can possibly be
identified with Room H4/2, while the three rooms
in the south could have been more private ones. In
general, one must assume for these houses that the
rooms were seldom used for only one function, but
were rather multifunctional and flexible, depending
on the imminent need and seasonal factors.?*

the research on the standard Amarna villa is given in COr-
REAS-AMADOR 2013, 27-36.

235 Cf. SPENCE 2004, 129; SpENCE 2010, 290. She points out,
however, that these identifying elements only occurred in
medium to large houses (larger than 100.0m?).

236 Cf. voN PILGRIM 19964, 217; SNAPE 2014, 91.
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