Acknowledgements

The present book is a revision, and partly a rewrite, of my PhD thesis
(“Doktorarbeit”, McAllister 2011). Like this earlier work, it is heavily
indebted to the kindness and intellectual assistance of many people.

The deepest debt I doubtlessly owe to Helmut Krasser, my teacher
and friend, who supported my work on this topic until his death in
2014. Without his calm guidance and friendly support it would have
been impossible for me to arrive even at a first acceptable version
of this study; and many of the changes made here derive from his
advice and reflections. But more influential than any single idea or
statement was his exemplary joy, nurtured by his irreverent intellect,
in discovering the history of Buddhist philosophy throughout arduous
philological excavations. I regret that we never had a chance to
debate those parts of this revised work where I depart somewhat
from the views of his cherished Dharmottara and move closer to those
of Prajnakaragupta, an author that he did indeed warn me about.

This book would also not have been possible without Parimal
Patil. Apart from his numerous publications on Ratnakirti and Jiia-
nasrimitra, I am very grateful to him for taking the time, and having
the patience, to read through Ratnakirti’s Citradvaitaprakasavada
with me, a text that supplies much of the epistemological foundation
to what is maintained in the Apohasiddhi.

Iwould also like to thank the staff at the Asiatic Society of Kolkata,
especially in the Manuscript Department, who helped me to consult
a manuscript of the Apohasiddhi and provided photos of it to me. I
am grateful also to Sanjit Kumar Sadhukhan who not only discussed
parts of Bhatta Jayanta’s Nyayamarijari with me, but also made a

v



great effort, sadly unrewarded, to locate the elusive sixth manuscript
of the Apohasiddhi.

Many friends and colleagues deserve special thanks, and this
short list will be incomplete: Martin Mucha, who read the translation
of the Apohasiddhi with me, scrutinizing it like any philosophical
text he applies his mind to; Markus Viehbeck, who helped me greatly
with all Tibetological matters; Birgit Kellner, who made it possible
for me to study Prajiiakaragupta and to find the time to complete
my revisions of this book; Masamichi Sakai, who freely shared his
insights into the momentariness of everything with me and kindly
summarized any Japanese secondary literature that I was curious
about; Hisataka Ishida, who helped me find rare books; Toshikazu
Watanabe, who saved me from several bad misunderstandings of
Santaraksita; and Karin Preisendanz, who offered her kind support
for my search of manuscripts in and around Kolkata.

I would also like to thank the two anonymous reviewers of this
book whose careful reading of the whole manuscript and helpful
suggestions led to many corrections and improvements.

Needless to say, I alone am responsible for all the errors still
present in this book.

Vienna, 2019 Patrick McAllister

Vi



