
GLOSSAR/GLOSSARY

Antranik Ozanian (1865–1927) later known as 
Antranik, was born in the Vilayet Sivas and worked 
as a carpenter in Constantinople. He returned to 
Sivas in 1888 and travelled to Dersim twice. He 
published the results of this journeys in Armenian 
in 1900, which is translated in various languages as 
it is an essential source for the history of Dersim. 
Antrantik was a member of the Armenian Revolu-
tionary Federation (ARF or Dashnaktsutyun).

Bedir Khan Beg [Kurd.: Bedir Xan] (1803–1868) 
was the last Kurdish Mir of the Botan Emirate. He 
became a dominant Mir, who persecuted the Assyri-
an and Yezidi population in and outside of his Emir-
ate. He lost his power during the Tanzimat reforms. 
The Ottoman army enforced Bedir Khan to leave 
the country and he was exiled to Crete. 

Butyka, Desiderius was a Vienna-based physician 
of Hungarian background: He served in the Otto-
man army as a physician for a regiment of Corps IV, 
which was deployed in the east of the empire. He 
participated in the Russian-Ottoman War (1877/78), 
stayed in Diyarbakır for three years, and spent al-
most a decade in the Ottoman empire. 

Černik, Josef: Planning engineer of the Baghdad 
railway. He undertook a technical expedition and 
surveyed the railway in 1872/73, he documented 
the courses of the Euphrates and the Tigris and pub-
lished together with the travel writer Amand von 
Schweiger-Lerchenfeld. 

Holub, Emil (1847–1902) was born in Bohemia, 
studied medicine in Prague and became an ethnog-
rapher and explorer. From 1870 onwards he orga-
nized long expeditions to Africa, he transgressed the 
continent from Egypt to Cape Town. 

Katırcı Turkish for „muleteer“, „mule skinner“.

Luschan, Felix von (1854–1924) was born in 
Hollabrunn (close to Vienna). He was a trained phy-
sician and became an ethnographer, physical an-
thropologist and archeologist. He had participated 

in various expeditions to Asia Minor, Syria, Lycia, 
and Kilika before he was appointed to the ethnolog-
ical museum in Berlin. Besides his regional focus 
on Africa, he continued his ethnographic research in 
the Kurdish inhabited regions and his archeological 
excavations in Southeast Anatolia. 

Mekhitarist Order: The Armenian Catholic Con-
gregation founded a monastery in Vienna in 1805. 
They established a printing house in 1811 and 
founded a library, housing one of the most import-
ant Armenian manuscript and newspaper collec-
tions worldwide. 

Müller, David Heinrich (1846–1912): Orientalist, 
member of the Academy of Sciences in Vienna and 
fluent in several modern and ancient languages of 
the Middle East. He deciphered cuneiform inscrip-
tions and also those Josef Wünsch had collected in 
„Kurdistan and Armenia“. 

Musil, Alois (1868 – 1944), born in Rychtařov 
(Moravia), studied theology in Olmütz and was 
ordained a priest. He studied oriental languages in 
Jerusalem (École biblique of the French Dominican 
order) He taught in Vienna and Prague, becoming 
famous for his explorations in Arabia, the Jordan 
valley, and for his political interference during 
World War I. 

Náprstek, Vojtěch (1826 – 1894) was born in 
Prague, studied philosophy and legal sciences in 
Vienna. As he was a political activist in the March 
1848 movement and fought for equal rights in the 
Habsburg monarchy, he sought refuge in the United 
States. After his return to Prague he continued his 
political activities, established the Industrial Mu-
seum and the ethnological museum and became a 
mentor for Czech explorers. 

Schweiger von Lerchenfeld, Amand (1846–1910) 
was a journalist, writer, and published popular sci-
entific articles and travelogues on Mesopotamia and 
Anatolia, and an economic treatise about the pros-
pected railway systems.
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Tomaschek, Wilhelm (1841–1901): He was a hu-
man geographer and linguist and was appointed as 
a professor of Historical Geography at the universi-
ties in Graz and Vienna. Knowing several languages 
of the Middle East and central Asia, he broke new 
ground in the field of toponymy. 

Troll, Josef (1844–1919), from Vienna he orga-
nized four extensive trips to Asia between 1884 and 
1892. He collected about 1,100 ethnographic ob-
jects from Turkey, Syria, Iran, Iraq, from Kurdish 
inhabited regions, Uzbekistan, and southern Siberia 
for the ethnology museum in Vienna.

Zaptieh: a country constable who was employed 
and paid by the government to guide travelers, to 
ensured safety and support them in daily needs.
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