Kadmeia, Thebes: The Pottery from a Storeroom Destroyed
at the End of the Mycenaean Palatial Period

Eleni Andrikou?

Abstract: In 1997, in the plot of the Municipal Conference Centre (MCC) of Thebes on the N-NW part of the Kad-
meia Hill, the contents of a Mycenaean storeroom were partially excavated, about 250m N-NW of the Kadmeion. It
comprised a bronze corselet, an agate seal depicting a cow suckling her calf, traces of melted lead and pottery. All the
items had fallen from a higher level and were found in a fill of red earth, probably deriving from the disintegrated mud-
bricks. Areas of black earth with charred wood and signs of burning on several of the finds indicate fire as the cause of
destruction. Thirty-five vases were complete or nearly complete: twenty-four of coarse or plain ware (storage vessels,
lamps, a small amphora, shallow cups, ladles, kylikes), ten decorated closed vessels (stirrup jars, jugs, a hydria, a based
askos, a small amphora), and one Group A deep bowl. The pottery is dated to the end of the LH I1IB period, when some
features of the LH 111C Early pottery had already appeared. The pottery from the storeroom is discussed in connection
with pottery groups from other sites in Thebes as well as from other Mycenaean palatial centers.
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After the House of Kadmos was revealed by Antonios Keramopoullos? in the period between
1906 and 1929 on top of the Kadmeia Hill (Fig. 1.1), intense excavations from 1960 onwards
brought to light several parts of the Mycenaean settlement at Thebes. The picture gained is frag-
mentary, not only due to the rescue character of the excavations represented by random trenches
in the entire town following modern building activity but also because it is mainly based on pre-
liminary reports.

In 1995-1997 the plot where the Municipal Conference Center (MCC) of Thebes was later
erected had been excavated (Fig. 1.6). The plot is situated on the N-NW slope of the Kadmeia
Hill, on Loukas Bellos and Threpsiadis Sts., about 250m from the Kadmeion. On top of the hill,
above the excavated area, stands the church of Ayios Georgios in the homonymous square, 9.16m
higher than Loukas Bellos St.

The ceramic contents of a storeroom destroyed by fire will be presented and compared to
other pottery groups from Thebes and other — mainly palatial — Mycenaean sites. The deposit was
devoid of later intrusions and represents the stage of the final collapse of the Mycenaean Palatial
system in Thebes. For comparison, three excavations in Thebes have been selected, where the
palatial character is clear and publication or more detailed references to the pottery exist. These
sites are situated at a distance of 100-250m to the SE and SW of the Kadmeion. The two most
remote sites (MCC plot, 1 Oedipus St. plot) are approximately 450m apart:

— The plot on Epaminondas and Democritus (former Metaxas) Sts. (Fig.1.3), where a building
comprising a Linear B tablet archive was excavated.®

— The plot at 1 Oedipus St. (Fig.1.4), where three buildings destroyed by fire at the end of
LH 1IB2 were excavated in 1981 and 1983.* For Building III, the excavator identified an

! Head of the Ephorate of Antiquities of East Attica — Hellenic Ministry of Culture and Sports, Greece; e-mail:
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2 Keramopoullos 1909; Keramopoullos 1930.

3 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975.

4 Piteros 1988; Piteros 1989.
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Fig. 1 Map of Kadmeia Hill. 1. Old Kadmeion; 2. New Kadmeion; 3. Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. Plot;
4.1 Oedipus St. plot; 5. Pelopidas St. excavation; 6. MCC plot.

earlier destruction level also caused by fire, dating to LH IIIB1. A group of 60 clay sealings,
56 of them inscribed in Linear B, is connected to this earlier destruction.®

— The excavation below the surface of Pelopidas St. (Fig.1.5), where another Linear B tablet
archive has been revealed.® The study of the pottery led to the dating of the archive to the
end of LH I11B2. Habitation levels from LH 111A2, LH I11C Early and LH 111C Middle also
existed.’

On the MCC plot (Fig. 2), dense occupation with substantial architectural remains from all
Byzantine periods was attested by the 1%t Ephorate of Byzantine Antiquities.® Pottery from the
Classical and Hellenistic periods indicates that some of the fragmentary walls date to these pe-
riods.® The Mycenaean layer was attested in the south and in the central part of the excavation.
Middle Helladic architectural finds were rather poor and restricted to the southern part and the
central-eastern border of the excavated area.'® The Early Helladic period was well attested, in-
cluding a big apsidal house in a good state of preservation, again in the southern part of the plot.*

Piteros et al. 1990.

Aravantinos et al. 2001; Aravantinos et al. 2002; Aravantinos et al. 2005.

Andrikou 2006.

Koilakou 1992, 118-119; Koilakou 2000, 77-80.

Andrikou 2000a, 291-292; Karakitsou 2000; Sabetai — Karakitsou 2016. Our late colleague Elissavet Stassinopou-
lou excavated the relics of a sanctuary, possibly the Thesmophorion referred to by Pausanias (IX.6.5), on Ayios
Georgios Square, during the 1980s.
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Fig. 2 MCC plot, Thebes. Ground plan of the excavation (Archive of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Boiotia).

In the Mycenaean layer, six lots were discerned named Deposits 1-V1.*2 Deposit 11 is the con-
tents of a storeroom at the SW corner of the terrain, defined by Wall k" and extending to the west
(Figs. 2, 3). The pottery is of LH I11B2 Late date.*®* Deposit V in the central part of the terrain also
dates to this phase, while Deposits | and IV date to LH 111C Early, immediately after the destruc-
tion. Earlier occupation in LH IIIA2/B1 is attested by the small Deposit III between the Walls k3
and xe” (Fig. 3a-b).

Of the building to which the storeroom belonged, only the exterior east wall (Wall xB") has
been revealed at a length of 4.50m, extending from N-NE to S-SW.** Its total preserved height
is 1.80-1.92m. The lower part, 1.35-1.42m in height, constitutes the foundation, 1m wide.
The upper 0.50m is the wall itself. The walls on the other three sides were not discovered (Fig.
3a-b).

The contents of the storeroom were excavated over an area of almost 4m2 and most likely
extend further to W below the modern street level. The level at which it was found corresponds
to the basement of that time. Given that all the items had fallen into the place where they were
found and that the basement is too short in height to be of proper use, it is suggested that the actual
storeroom was on a higher level of the ground floor. The upper 0.30/0.50m of the deposit (Fig.
3b) were composed of dark brown earth with burnt areas, and the remaining 1.10m till the lowest
course of the foundation of the Wall k", of bright red earth, probably from the dissolution of un-
baked bricks, with black burnt areas.™ That the dark and the red layer belong together is proven by
the jug 11.250, which was found in the dark layer. However, matching sherds were also found in
the lowest 0.40m. The level connected to the actual wall was disturbed when the area was reused
after the destruction (Deposit I).

The contents of the storeroom comprised various ceramic vessels and a few individual items,
such as a steatite conulus, some stone tools and lead sheets or wires. Among them, a deformed

2 Andrikou, forthcoming. The catalogue numbers of the vases referred to in the text derive from the publication cata-
logue.

13 The term LH I11B2 Late is considered an appropriate one for the last ceramic phase within the Palatial period.
However, I think that regional variations can be clearly identified and characteristic features of one area are not so
important for another. See Vitale 2006, 199; Andrikou 2006, 36; French — Stockhammer 2009, 216-218.

4Tt should be noted that the direction of the Walls kf3"and k&” does not coincide with the NE-SW axis of Keramo-

poullos” Kadmeion.

At this depth, the upper surface of Wall An” was revealed (Fig. 3), but it was not possible to continue the excavation.
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Fig. 3 MCC plot, Thebes. Area of Deposit Il. a. Ground plan; b. stratigraphical section
(Archive of the Ephorate of Antiquities of Boiotia).

bronze corselet,'® an agate seal*” and two ivory fragments that belonged to a lyre demonstrate the
high status of the owner, also confirmed by the building’s sturdy construction. Some of the items
are burnt and others not, and several vases are partially burnt because they were smashed before
the fire spread. The vases were broken but mostly with their pieces remaining together or within
a limited vertical and horizontal distribution. At the depth of the foundations (15.11m from the
Ayios Georgios level/5.95m from Loukas Bellos St.) two storage vases were lying side by side,
cracked but keeping their original shape. They were both upturned, the pithos 11.212 almost ver-
tical with the mouth downwards to the N and the belly-handled amphora 11.220 almost upright,
leaning to the N. The red-earth fill ended at the level at which both vessels stood (Fig. 3b). No
signs of a floor were attested, which also suggests that the basement was not used, and most prob-
ably constituted an empty space into which the items collapsed.

The storeroom was for alimentary provisions, mainly liquids —i.e. wine and oil. Cooking pots
and vases suitable for serving and consuming these products were also kept. The pottery compris-
es 35 whole or nearly whole vases and 587 sherds.

The storage vases are plain, of coarse or semi-coarse ware:

Pithos FS 13. Pithos 11.212 (0.62m in height, Fig. 4.4) was found on the bottom of the trench.
It has the smooth contour of the LH I1IB pithoi,’® a flat base and two horizontal handles on
the shoulder. The closest parallel, although it displays different proportions, is known from the
LH I11B1 West House at Mycenae.*

Belly-handled amphora FS 58. Three amphorae of that type (11.219-11.221), similar in size
(0.60-0.70m in height) are preserved (Fig. 6.4). The amphora 11.220 was found next to the pithos
11.212. The shape is known from the LH I1I1B1 houses around the acropolis of Mycenae® and from

Andrikou 2007. The date suggested in this paper is now changed due to the refinement of the pottery study. A lower
date (LH I11B) for the corselet is more consistent with the line of evolution from LH I1IA.

7 Andrikou 2003, 610-613 no. 1; Andrikou 2004, no. 377.

8 Takovidis 2006, 50, pl. 15.26; Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 2010, 30, fig. 44.

¥ Verdelis 1963, 22, fig. 33; French 1967, 172 n. 44.

2 Verdelis 1963, 23-24, figs. 36-37, 40; French 1967, 172, 174, fig. 14.52-568, pl. 39d.
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Fig. 4 Pottery from Deposit 1. 1. Cooking pot 11.206; 2. lamp 11.209; 3. lamp 11.210; 4. pithos 11.212;
5. wide-mouthed storage jar 11.214. 1-3, 5. scale 1:3; 4. scale 1:6.
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Fig. 5 Pottery from Deposit 11. Tub 11.211. Scale 1:6.
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Fig. 6 Pottery from Deposit II. 1. Amphoriskos 11.225; 2. cup 11.227; 3. cup 11.226;
4. belly-handled amphora 11.220. 1-3. scale 1:3; 4. scale 1:6.
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Fig. 7 Pottery from Deposit 1. Storage amphorae. 1. 11.222; 2. 11.223. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 8 Pottery from Deposit 1. 1. Low-stemmed kylix 11.239; 2. low-stemmed kylix 11.237;
3. conical kylix 11.243; 4. ladle 11.233; 5. conical kylix 11.244; 6. conical bowl or basin 11.247;
7. shallow angular bowl 11.246; 8. kylix with high handles 11.242. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 9 Pottery from Deposit 1. Large amphora 11.248. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 10 Pottery from Deposit II. 1. Hydria I1.255; 2. amphoriskos 11.254. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 11 Pottery from Deposit 1. 1. Narrow-necked jug 11.253; 2. stirrup jar 11.257;
3. jug 11.250; 4. stirrup jar 11.256. Scale 1:3.
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Fig. 12 Pottery from Deposit I1. 1. Based askos 11.261; 2. stirrup jar 11.260; 3. deep bowl 11.267;
4. Group A deep bowl 11.266. Scale 1:3.

the LH 111B2 destruction levels at the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. plot in Thebes,? from
the Englianos palace,? the West Gate Area at Midea,® the House of the Tripod Tomb at Myce-
nae,? and Storeroom 4 at Megaron B in Dimini.®

Tub FS 1. The tub 11.211 (Fig. 5) was reconstructed from pieces scattered south of the storage
vases 11.212 and 11.220. A similar but slightly smaller tub (1VV.335) was reused in the Post-palatial
Deposit IV after having been mended with lead clamps.

Although plain tubs in domestic sites have not gained much attention and a special study
on them is lacking, it seems that they became more common in late Mycenaean times, either
as bathtubs or for other uses like storage,?® as is the case here. Several tubs are known from
LH 111B2 and LH I11C Early 1 destruction contexts at Thebes (Epaminondas and Democritus Sts.
plot,?” 1 Oedipus St. plot®), at Mycenae (the House of the Tripod Tomb)?® and in Attica (Ayios
Kosmas).*®

2 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 27 no. 3, pl. 15.46.

2 Blegen — Rawson 1966, figs. 373-374 (Shape 49).

2 Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1997, 22, fig. 36.

2 Onassoglou 1995, 96 no. B; 109 no. a; 110 no. 1, fig. 48.3, pls. 41B; 42a; 44y; 458.

% Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 373-374.

% Keramopoulos 1917, 92; Onassoglou 1995, 143; Marabea 2010, 149-150, 268-270, discusses several other poten-
tial uses of the vessel.

2 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 11, 21.

2 Piteros 1988, 191, pl. 120a; Piteros 1989, 132.

% Onassoglou 1995, 110 no. 0, fig. 51, pl. 45a.

30 Mylonas 1959, 53, pls. 31, 171.
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Storage jar FS 280. The wide-mouthed storage jar 11.214 (Fig. 4.5) was designed to accept a
lid fastened just below its rim. It has no exact parallel, although a similar vase was found in the
destruction layer at Midea® and a variety of comparable shapes belong to the Palace of Nestor
collection.®

Amphora FS 66. This shape (11.222, 11.223, Fig. 7.1-2) of semi-coarse fabric seems to be con-
fined to Thebes. A semi-coarse example comes from the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excava-
tion.* At Mycenae and Pylos, the type with handles from neck to shoulder (FS 67) was preferred.*

Vessels for special purposes or cooking comprise:

Lamps FS 311, 312. Arne Furumark calls these two shapes ladle or brazier. Two examples of
a semi-coarse fabric are present. 11.209 (Fig. 4.2) is considered a lamp since two similar vessels
from the MCC plot (111.274, V1.595) bear signs of burning on the nozzle opposite the handle. This
was also observed on two lamps from the Panagia Houses at Mycenae.* 11.210 (Fig. 4.3) could
also be a lamp if one considers the slight traces of burning on the rim approximately opposite to
the handle, which was attached at the portion of the wall which was pushed in and is now missing.
Whatever its use, the vessel is present in LH 111B2 destruction contexts at Midea.

Cooking pot FS 66. The shape of the cooking pot 11.206 (Fig. 4.1), as assumed based on the
fabric and the signs of fire, is most probably that of an amphora with handles from rim to shoul-
der. The shape, also known in semi-coarse fabric, is recognized as a cooking pot from several
fragmentary examples at the MCC plot and the Pelopidas St. archive.*” The predilection for the
amphoroid type of cooking pot is also noted in the Argolid, though there the types with handles
from neck to shoulder FS 67 and 74 were preferred.® The tripod cooking pot FS 320 is represent-
ed in the contents of the storeroom only by two fragments.

Baking pan FS 323. Only a small part (11.208) indicates the existence of the vessel, which
seems to be present, although sparingly, in every LH 111B household context.*

Open undecorated vases are of fine or semi-fine fabric:

The cup FS 222 is one of the most common shapes (Fig. 6.2-3). The version with an angular
profile prevails; this is also the case in the destruction layer of the Kadmeion.*® A comparable
variety in shape can be observed in the Englianos palace,* while cups with a rounded profile seem
to have been preferred in the Argolid.*?

The ladle FS 236 appears in a smaller (11.233, Fig. 8.4) and a bigger (11.234) variation with a
0.06-0.07m-high handle. Parallels can be found among the ladles of the Palace of Nestor and in
the examples from the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excavations.*?

The low-stemmed kylix FS 267 (Fig. 8.1-2) is by far the most frequent unpainted vase, most-
ly with an angular bowl, like the cup FS 222 and the shallow bowl FS 295. They are common

% Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1999, 63, fig. 15.

32 Blegen — Rawson 1966, 394-396, figs. 383-384 (Shapes 57, 58).

3 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 29 no. 2, pl. 17.55.

%  Blegen — Rawson 1966, 384, fig. 372 (Shape 48b); French 1967, 172-173, fig. 13.2-3, 5-6; French 1969, 86, fig.
12.9.

% Mylonas Shear 1987, 99-100, pl. 27.110-111 (Drain Deposit N of Room 7).

% Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1999, 71-72, fig. 69; Baumann 2007, 160, fig. 177.2049, 2051.

37 Andrikou 2006, 27 n. 3.

% French 1967, 173—174; Wardle 1969, 282-283, fig. 8.81, 84; 291; Mountjoy 1976, 96, fig.10.103—104; Mylonas
Shear 1987, 109, pl. 32.139-142; Onassoglou 1995, pls. 44.1; 50.2; Dalinghaus 1998, 135, pl. 88.662, 664.

% Blegen — Rawson 1966, 340-341, fig. 348.12; French 1969, 85-86, fig. 12.24; Mylonas Shear 1987, 111 nos.
148-149, fig. 21, pl. 33; Iakovidis 1989, 235, fig. 98; Dalinghaus 1998, 136—137, pl. 89.680—685; Demakopoulou
— Divari-Valakou 1999, 67, fig. 44; Andrikou 2006, 61 no. 22, pl. 27.9-10; Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 450-452.

40 Raison 1968, 48-49 n. 190, pl. 37.78.

4 Blegen — Rawson 1966, figs. 353-354 (Shape 12). Cf. also Vasilogamvrou et al., this volume, for a cup with angular
profile from the LH IIIB Middle destruction deposit at Ayios Vasileios.

4 French 1967, 174, 176, fig. 16; Wardle 1969, 282, 284, fig. 9.88-94; Mountjoy 1976, 95, 98-99, fig. 12.136-142;
Hiesel 1982, 433, fig. 52.3; 436—437; Verstraete 2007, 152, figs. 167.1963-1965; 169.1982.

4 Blegen — Rawson 1966, figs. 357-358 (Shape 22); Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, pl. 18.65-67.
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in the LH 111B1 destruction layer of the Kadmeion,* differing in that they have a lipped rim and
maybe a shallower bowl, and also in the late LH I11B2 destructions in Pelopidas St.** and in
Epaminondas and Demaocritus Sts.*® They are present at Pylos*” and other Mycenaean sites, and at
Midea they are characterized as the most common undecorated vase.*®

Kylix with high handles FS 273. The only example, 11.242 (Fig. 8.8) with a deep bowl, com-
pares well with the kylikes from the Palace of Nestor.*°

The conical Kylix FS 274 (11.243-11.245) is recognized only from parts of the bowl. The
profile of 11.243 (Fig. 8.3) is straight and slightly curving before the rim, similar to a kylix from
the Kadmeion and to another kylix found at Midea.*® The other two examples (Fig. 8.5) present
a smooth, rounded profile similar to kylix fragments from the Pelopidas St. archive® and kylikes
from the Palace of Nestor and other Mycenaean sites.*

The lower part of a high stem with the beginning of the base disc (I1.265), probably solid
painted or banded, is the only decorated piece. Both forms of decoration appear in Tiryns late in
LH 111B2.% Similarly, low-stemmed kylikes with a solid painted foot are considered diagnostic
for LH 111B2 Late.>

Shallow angular bowl FS 295. 11.246 (Fig. 8.7) is an almost complete example and finds
close parallels at the Pelopidas St. archive,® the Palace of Nestor and the Midea West Gate de-
struction deposit.>® The type was already present among the Kadmeion pottery.5’

11.247 (Fig. 8.6) is attributed to a large conical bowl or basin, similar to the basins of the Palace
of Nestor.%®

Closed decorated vases are of semi-fine or fine fabric:

Large amphora FS 69. 11.248 (Fig. 9) is the only example safely attributed to this shape. The
handle decoration and the stripe below the rim on the outside may be an indication for a late date
in LH 111B2.%°

Hydria FS 128. 11.255 (Fig. 10.1) is an almost complete example with ovoid body and band
decoration. The partially preserved hydria from the Palace of Nestor can be compared, as well as
the hydria from the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excavations.®® Two fine ware hydriae come
from Deposits I and IV (LH 111C Early) of the MCC plot.

Jug FS 110. 11.250 (Fig. 11.3) has a smooth contour from shoulder to neck and is decorated
with stripes and a nearly straight band along the handle. The narrow neck expanding to the rim
reminds one of the lekythos. The shape and decoration find parallels in the jugs of MCC Deposit
V, the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excavations and a bigger jug from the Pylos palace.®

4 Raison 1968, 48 n. 188, pl. 37.75.242, 263, 247, 261; 77.260, 363.

4 Andrikou 2006, 28, pls. 9.136-137; 11.175-176; 40.46.

4 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 34 no. 3, pl. 20.79.

47 Blegen — Rawson 1966, 366-367, figs. 359-360 (Shape 27).

4 Demakopoulou 2003, 82.

4 Blegen — Rawson 1966, 372-374 (Shape 30c, 32), figs. 365-366.

%0 Raison 1968, 4748 n. 186187, pl. 37.77.265; Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 2001, 40, 43, fig. 19.

%1 Andrikou 2006, 109, pls. 9.139-144; 11.177A-B; 40.47.

52 Blegen — Rawson 1966, 371 (Shape 29h, 1), figs. 363-364; French 1969, 86, fig.12.6; Wardle 1969, 286, fig. 10.104;
Mountjoy 1976, 101, fig. 13.163; Hiesel 1982, 433, fig. 52.4; Mountjoy 1983, 79, fig. 32.150.

% Podzuweit 2007, 107, 110, pls. 54.1; 55.8.

% French — Stockhammer 2009, 219, fig. 23.6.

% Andrikou 2006, pl. 9.149.

% Blegen — Rawson 1966, fig. 350 (Shape 4); Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 2001, 44, fig. 30.

5 Raison 1968, 48, pl. 37.77.295, 269.

% Blegen — Rawson 1966, fig. 350 (Shape 1, no. 225; Shape 2, no. 508).

% Podzuweit 2007, 185, Beil. 63 (Variety 4, decoration type 7), 64 (handle decoration e).

% Blegen — Rawson 1966, fig. 345.4; Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, pl. 21.87.

6 Blegen — Rawson 1966, fig. 367.676 (Shape 37); Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 29 nos. 3—4; 34 no. 1, pls. 17.56—
57; 20.77.
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There exist two amphoriskoi, with no versions in Furumark’s typology: a plain one with a
wide neck (11.225, Fig. 6.1) and a decorated, somewhat taller one (11.254, Fig. 10.2). The decora-
tion on the shoulder connects it to the narrow-necked jugs 11.252 and 11.253 (Fig. 11.1).

Narrow-necked jug FS 120/121. There are three mended jugs (11.251, 11.252, 11.253) of the
same size (height 0.26-0.275m) (Figs. 11.1; 13.2). Although they are not equal as regards the
quality of the fabric and painting,%? they are thought to come from the same workshop. The motifs
on the shoulders of 11.252 and 11.253 (Figs. 11.1; 13.2) are reminiscent of the aforementioned
amphoriskos I1.254. The calyx-shaped mouth of 11.253 is considered a development of an earlier
feature, also noticed at Glas.®

The decorative system of either alternating perpendicular motifs or continuous motifs com-
prising panel-like designs is characteristic of the shape.®* A close parallel to 11.251 is a jug from
Tomb 3 in the area of the Elektrai Gate.®

The narrow-necked jug, a funerary vase during LH I11A2 and LH [11B1,% becomes common,
as much as a specialized shape can be, in settlement contexts in LH 111B2. In the West Gate Area
at Midea, at least eight have been found in the destruction layers®” as well as at Mycenae (Perseia
Trench L, Panagia Houses, House of the Tripod Tomb, Citadel SW Quarter)® and Tiryns.%® This
popularity continued and even increased in LH I11C with the succeeding shape known as a lekythos.

Stirrup jar. 11.256 (Fig. 11.4) is an example of a medium-sized storage stirrup jar FS 164 of
semi-coarse fabric, bearing linear decoration. A similar stirrup jar with an additional wavy band
around the shoulder comes from the Kadmeion.” A circle on the flat disc of the handles and a
wavy band along them appear on another stirrup jar from the Kadmeion and also on a stirrup jar
from Mycenae (House of the Tripod Tomb).™

The piriform stirrup jar 11.257, of medium size (FS 166/167, Fig. 11.2), resembles those found
in LH I11B2 destruction layers in the houses outside the Mycenae Citadel” and in the Pylos pal-
ace.” The convex disc of the handles indicates a late LH I11B2 date, as does the simple banding
on the lower body.™

The medium-sized stirrup jar 11.259 bears only linear decoration comprising the usual system
for the shape consisting of lines between bands. On the disc of the handles a spiral is painted, as
is common on stirrup jars,” and a wavy band along the handles which does not reach the disc.™

Small globular stirrup jar FS 171/173. 11.260 (Fig. 12.2) is decorated in the LH 111B2
style with a group of lines between bands separating the shoulder, where Mycenaean flowers
are painted, from the belly zone filled with vertical wavy lines. The lower body is covered with

62 11.251 is of a high standard on both aspects (fig. 13.2), I1.252 presents a hasty drawing and 11.253 (fig. 11.1) is of
semi-fine fabric.

8 Takovidis 1998, 25-26, fig. 10; Mountjoy 1999, 682683, fig. 261.177.

& See n. 65-68 below.

& Keramopoullos 1917, 28, fig. 24 (= FS 121.6); Mountjoy 1999, 682683, fig. 261.177.

% Cf. indicatively, Mountjoy 1999, 119, 135 n. 652 (for LH I11A2, LH 111B1 examples from burials), 147 n. 730-733

(for examples from LH 111B2 settlements).

Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1994, 27 (the most common closed shape together with stirrup jar FS 173), 29, figs.

25-26; 30, fig. 28; Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1999, 64, fig. 22 (Room Vla); Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou

2001, 4243, figs. 12—13, 21 (Room VlIlIa, b); 47, fig. 47, Giering 1998, pl. 73.271; Giering 2007, pl. 139.1626.

% French 1969, 73-74, fig. 1.11-13; Mylonas Shear 1987, 106-107, fig. 18, pl. 30.128; Onassoglou 1995, 76, 79, fig.
45.3; pl. 28a; lakovidis et al. 2013, 370, pls. 89a; 94a.

% Podzuweit 2007, Beil. 69 (Varieties 5 and 6).

0 Raison 1968, pls. 32.69; 34.71 (Thebes 826).

™ Raison 1968, pl. 5.20 (Thebes 853); Onassoglou 1995, fig. 49.1.

2 Onassoglou 1995, 109-110 no. ¢, fig. 50.1, pl. 44B; Takovidis 2013, 67, pl. 21.

® Blegen — Rawson 1966, 406, 410-411 (Shape 65f), fig. 367.676.

™ See below FS 171/173: n. 78.

> Blegen — Rawson 1966, fig. 394.

6 Asimilar blank space is noticed on some stirrup jars between the disc and the solidly painted handle. Podzuweit
2007, 160 n. 955, considers it a chronological criterium for a LH 111B Early and Middle date.
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Fig. 13 Pottery from Deposit Il. 1. Rim fragment of Group A/B deep bowl (Deposit 11.271);
2. narrow-necked jug I1.251.

bands of nearly equal width. Simple band decoration on the lower body appeared in LH 111B2""
and became more common and widespread during LH I1IC in other closed shapes as well.”
11.260 is one of the very rare examples with circles painted on the underside of the base. The
small globular stirrup jar is very common in the MCC plot and also found in the Epaminondas
and Democritus Sts. plot.™

Based askos FS 195. There are two examples of decorated based askoi: the medium-sized
11.261 (Fig. 12.1) and the big 11.262. Based askoi are known from LH I1IA on in funerary con-
texts.® In LH 111B2 their number, especially for undecorated ones, increases in settlement con-
texts, like in the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. plot at Thebes, at Mycenae, Tiryns, Midea and
Dimini.8! Decorated examples, mainly linear, are rare. On the decorated askoi from the MCC plot,
Thebes and Plakes, Mycenae,® circular or curvilinear motifs are added on the shoulder.

Deep bowl FS 284 of fine fabric. 11.266 (Fig. 12.4) is a nearly complete example of a Group
A deep bowl. The decoration, consisting of simple rectilinear triglyphs and pairs of semicircles
in the metopes, although characteristic of LH 111B stemmed bowls® and Group B deep bowls,
is known on Group A and Group A/B deep bowls as well.® The simple rectilinear triglyph also
appears on a rim bowl fragment (11.267, Fig. 12.3) with an exterior lip band wider than is usual
on Group A deep bowls. The motif on the metope is missing. It could be a lozenge, like on deep
bowls from MCC Deposits V and VI or another motif or combination.® Interior decoration is very
rare. It can be a second band below the rim (I1.268) or concentric circles on the bottom (I1.270).

Group A/B deep bowils are represented only by two sherds with the multiple stem motif FM
19. On the rim fragment 11.271 (Fig. 13.1) the ‘tongue’ variation appears, and on a small belly
fragment, probably the ‘hooked’ one. The multiple stem in several variations is also present on
Group A and Group A/B deep bowls in other deposits of the MCC plot.

Six small fragments, one of which is a rim, belong to monochrome deep bowls, which have a
clear presence in all MCC contexts.

 Mylonas Shear 1987, pl. 28.117-119.

8 Andrikou 2006, 40 n. 4; 83 no. 295, pls. 18, 48.72. Cf. also Mountjoy 1999, 573, fig. 211.348, 354; 683, fig.
261.179; Voigtlander 2003, pl. 136.B 30.

" Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 30, fig. 8, pl. 17.60-60a.

8 Immerwahr 1971, 138-139. For a LH I1IB1 domestic example see Thomas 2005, 507.

8 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 34 no. 2, pl. 20.78; Hiesel 1982, 437438, figs. 54-55; Demakopoulou — Divari-
Valakou 1997, 22, fig. 33; Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 2001, 44, fig. 28; French — Taylour 2007, 24 (Area 36,
no. 66-509); Daniilidou 2008, 150, fig. 118, pl. 52; Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 374-375.

8 TJakovidis 2013, 136, pl. 50p.

8  Demakopoulou 1974, 172, fig. 13; Voigtlander 2003, pl. 107.HS 69.

8 \oigtlander 2003, pl. 124.Si 43; Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 468.

8 Mountjoy 1995, 207, fig. 6.64; Marabea 2010, 660, fig. 121.2.112; Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 468.

8  Demakopoulou — Divari-Valakou 1994, 27, fig. 16; Mountjoy 1999, 679-680, fig. 259.162.
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Regarding the open plain shapes represented in the sherd material, the deep bowl FS 284%
has been identified as well as various types of cups (FS 204, 215), while fragments of the angular
kylix FS 267 are the most numerous. Among the decorated sherds, the closed vases are well rep-
resented, and two belong to the stemmed bowl FS 304. The Group A deep bowl FS 284 constitutes
76% of the total examples of the shape; the monochrome deep bowl, 16% and Group A/B, 5%.%
Other types of the deep bowl, e.g. of Group B, with rosette, with linear decoration or medium
band are not found, nor is the cup FS 215 with lip band or medium band.

The best-preserved vases of Deposit Il are closed shapes, plain or decorated. Open table vases
(kylikes, cups, shallow and deep bowls) are better attested in sherd material. The range of shapes
found in the excavated material primarily serves the storage needs of foodstuffs and especially
liquids (pithos, several types of amphorae, stirrup jars, jugs, askoi) and secondly of serving and
consuming the same (ladles, jugs, kylikes, cups, deep bowls).®° Bearing in mind the restrictions
regarding the shape variety due to the nature of the deposit, resemblance can be attested between
the pottery of MCC Deposit Il and the pottery from the Linear B tablet archive in Pelopidas St.
(Deposits 2a, 2b) and from the excavations at Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. Focusing on
decorated open shapes it is observed that:

— Group A deep bowls prevail in the Theban pottery groups selected for comparison.

— The monochrome deep bowl is well attested in the Pelopidas St. archive® and the Epaminon-
das and Democritus Sts. excavations.® It is present at Mycenae and Tiryns in LH 111B% and at
the Palace of Nestor.*

— Group A/B deep bowls are sparingly present in the MCC plot and in the Pelopidas St. archive®
and not mentioned in the report of the Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excavations.

— Group B deep bowls are only represented with three small sherds from Deposit 2b in Pelopidas St

— Rosette or medium band deep bowls and the cup FS 215 (linear, with dotted rim, solidly paint-
ed interior) are only found at Pelopidas St.%

Deposit | was lying over Deposit Il and extended further to the east over the MH layer. It con-
sisted of dark brown earth and dissolved building material covering fragmentary walls which did
not allow any certain reconstruction plan and are hard to date. Most of the pottery is Mycenaean,
but it is clear that the deposit was disturbed in later times. The Mycenaean pottery is preserved in
sherds with almost no joins amongst them. Although it appears very close to the pottery of Depos-
it 11, it presents certain characteristics which suggest it dates slightly later. The deep cup FS 215
is represented both in a plain and a decorated version (linear, with lip band, medium band, dotted
rim) by a few fragmentary examples. The Group A deep bowl continues to be the most common
type followed by monochrome and Group A/B ones. However, a slight increase in the number of
cups and deep bowls with monochrome interior is observed. Various examples, like a jug with
disintegrated leaf decoration on the shoulder (I.126) or a linear semi-fine stirrup jar (1.134) find
parallels in LH 11IC Early contexts.?’

8 French 1967, 175; Wardle 1969, 291-292, fig. 12.121; D6hl 1973, 170 nos. A9, A 11-A 12, pl. 70; Mountjoy 1976,
102, fig.14.179; Mountjoy 1983, 4041, fig.14.313; Mountjoy 1995, 221-222, fig. 16.172—174; Dalinghaus 1998,
pl. 86.642; Demakopoulou 2003, 81; Andrikou 2006, 28, tab. 5A; 30, 109, pl. 9.145-146.

8 All sherds that could be recognized as belonging to deep bowls and could be attributed securely to each type have
been counted and formed the basis for calculating percentages.

8 For the function of various vases see Tournavitou 1995, 98-103.

% Andrikou 2006, 29-30, tab. 5B; 32, tab. 6.

9 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 35 no. 7; 36 no 14, pls. 21.83; 22.90.

92 Ph. Stockhammer in: French — Stockhammer 2009, 211.

% Blegen — Rawson 1966, 398 no. 594, figs. 385-386.

% Andrikou 2006, 29, tab. 5B, pl. 13.217-218, 221.

% Andrikou 2006, 29, tab. 5B.

% Andrikou 2006, 29, tab. 5B, pls. 10.153; 12.191-199; 13.219-220, 222-225.

9 Grossmann — Schéffer 1971, 68, pl. 37.30; Stockhammer 2008, vol. 2, 8, pl. 3.66.
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In the effort to synchronize the final destruction of the Mycenaean palatial centers through
pottery comparisons, one should keep in mind that apart from the differences in shape range due
to the different character and function of each deposit, differences in shape and decoration due to
local preferences may also exist.

As far as the range of shapes is concerned, it is observed that some shapes, plain or decorated,
in Deposit II, are more common in the other final destruction layers at Thebes and other Mycenae-
an sites. Apart from the pithos and the belly-handled amphora, the tub is quite frequent, although
its use is ambiguous (was it a bathtub, a storage chest or both?). Lamps are often attested — maybe
because they were needed in storerooms — and also wide-mouthed jars and plain deep bowls.
Among the decorated shapes, the hydria, ovoid-shaped and with band decoration, is common in
habitation deposits. Even more common is the narrow-necked jug succeeded in LH I11C by the
lekythos. The based askos is found in settlement contexts, mainly plain but also decorated. The
piriform stirrup jar FS 167 gains popularity and continues with linear decoration in LH 111C. The
small spherical stirrup jar with Mycenaean flowers or dotted circles on the shoulder prevails over
other types of stirrup jars.

Despite the differences,® the destruction of the MCC storeroom must have been simultaneous
with the one at the Pelopidas St. archive and the Epaminondas and Demaocritus Sts. excavations.
Deposit II finds close parallels to the pottery of the latter.

Individual vases can be found linking one site with others. For example, the collar-necked jar
FS 63/64, with quite a wide and short neck, appears in the destruction deposit at 1 Oedipus St. and
Epaminondas and Democritus Sts.” as well as in the West Gate Area, Midea.'®

Another vase that links pottery groups is the deep bowl decorated with a running spiral with
dense coils which almost completely covers the wide decorative zone framed by the thin rim band
and a single wide band round the belly below the handles. The interior is plain or has a secondary
band below the rim and one or more circles on the bottom. A complete example comes from the
Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. excavations*®* and a fragmentary one from the Pelopidas St.
archive.'®2 A third example is reported in Building Il at 1 Oedipus St. connected to the earlier
(lower) destruction level dated to LH I11B1 by the excavator'® and a fourth one from the Panagia
Houses at Mycenae, but of uncertain stratigraphic context.’® Variations of this spiral may appear
on Group A deep bowls with a second line below the rim% or with stemmed bowl rim banding*
and usually with a solid painted eye in early LH 111C at Thebes,*” Mycenae® and Dimini.1®® A
link between the LH 111B2 Late destruction in the 1 Oedipus St. excavations and in the House of
the Tripod Tomb, Mycenae is illustrated by a piriform medium-sized stirrup jar FS 164 with tas-
sel pattern decoration on the shoulder.*® Although the motif is known on earlier LH I11B stirrup
jars™! it became common on various closed shapes in LH 111C Early.*2

% See above comment on deep bowl FS 284 and cup FS 215.

9 Cf. Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 34-35 no 6, pl. 21.82; Piteros 1988, 191, pl. 120c7.

100 Demakopoulou 2003, 82, fig. 5.4.

101 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 30 no 2, pl. 18.61.

0z Andrikou 2006, 76, pls.12.206; 43.57a.

103 Piteros 1989, 132, pl. 64p. The date of the destructions will be clarified when the pottery is published since the pottery
shapes in the lower destruction level at Oedipus St. comprise belly-handled amphorae and collar-necked jars (stamnoi)
which are also present in the upper destruction layer (see above n. 99), while Group B deep bowls are not mentioned.
However, the motif is preserved on a LH IIIB1 example from Tsoungiza, see Thomas 2005, 490, fig. 16.8.

104 Mylonas Shear 1987, 84, 87 (fill washed into Room 9), fig. 13, pl. 22.77.

105 Takovidis 1998, 147, pl. 19a.1-2; MCC Deposit I (1.154).

106 Taylour 1963, 38-39, fig. 77; Andrikou 2006, 76, pls. 12.206; 43.57a.

07 MCC Deposit | (1.156) and Deposit VI (V1.760); Andrikou 2006, pl. 20.317.

108 French 2011, 36, fig. 9 (Phase IX).

109 Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 508-509 (BE 35885).

110 Piteros 1988, 191, pl. 1208; Onassoglou 1995, 80 no. n, fig. 46.1; pl. 28y.

1 Blegen 1928, 149-151, figs. 132.371; 139-140; Mountjoy 1976, 84, pl. 14a, in a horizontal position.

12 Cf. for Thebes, Andrikou 2006, 48.



Kadmeia, Thebes: The Pottery from a Storeroom Destroyed at the End of the Mycenaean Palatial Period 113

Apart from the similarities, differences between the pottery groups may be of chronological
value, if they do not reflect local preferences for certain shapes or decoration. The Group B deep
bowl, which only barely appears in the Pelopidas St. archive, is present in destruction layers at
Mycenae!®® and especially in that of the House of the Tripod Tomb, which also exhibits features of
LH I111C pottery styles.* It is also present in the West Gate destruction at Midea®®® and at Tiryns,
where examples are even found in LH I1IC Early.’® This is probably due to the fact that the Ar-
give centers were destroyed earlier than Thebes. It should be noticed that on the acropolis of Glas,
Group B deep bowls are more numerous than Group A ones in the destruction and abandonment
level dated ‘in the advanced but not late LH 11IB’*" and thus prior to the destruction of Thebes.
But we must keep in mind the reservation that the nearly complete absence of Group B deep
bowls from the final destruction in Thebes indicates that the type was not preferred.™® This may
also apply for the cups or kylikes with solidly painted interior, a feature suggested as diagnostic
of the late LH 111B2 phase in Mycenae and Tiryns.'®* Analogous skepticism is expressed for the
rosette deep bowl, of which a few fragments are reported in Thebes,'? but which is not mentioned
in other Boiotian sites like Glas, Eutresis, Orchomenos etc.'? Conversely, the monochrome deep
bowl is the most popular after the Group A deep bowl in Thebes and other Boiotian sites.*?? Com-
parisons of the MCC Deposit Il pottery to the vases from the destruction at Englianos refer mainly
to the coarse ware and to plain fine tableware. It is not peculiar that the pantries of the Palace of
Nestor contained a high number of vases in a larger range of shapes so that the special procedures
and needs of the palace could be served. This variety has caused a lot of controversy regarding the
destruction date of the palace.'? As at Thebes, it is not clear whether dissimilarities in comparison
to the Argive pottery reflect solely a later chronology for the destruction or express more clearly
the tastes and the abilities of the local pottery workshops.*?*

The pottery from the destroyed storeroom (Deposit Il) in the MCC plot at Thebes coexam-
ined with that from the destruction layers of three other sites on the Kadmeia Hill, at least two
of which yielded Linear B documents, shows that an extensive fire at the end of LH II1IB2 drove
to an end the palatial administrative system at Thebes. Although the character of the pottery is
LH I11B2, some elements appearing more regularly in LH I11C Early are already present. At these
sites, situated at a distance of 100-250m around the presumable palace core on top of the Kad-
meia,'? independent architectural units should have stood, especially in the MCC and 1 Oedipus
St. plots and Pelopidas St. archive, which lie lower down the slopes of Kadmeia Hill, while the
Epaminondas and Democritus Sts. plot is at the edge of the plateau on top of the hill. These sites
operated within the palatial system in its later period, but it has yet to be proved if and which of
them were directly connected to the palace. The latter seems not to be the case for the MCC plot

13 French 1969, 75, 82, fig.7, Wardle 1973, 315-318, fig. 11; lakovidis 2006, 175; French — Taylour 2007, 23 (end of
Phase V1) nos. 66-619, 66-439, 66-1504.

114 Onassoglou 1995, 143-144.

15 Demakopoulou 2003, 81-82, 84, fig. 5.3.

16 Podzuweit 1979, 413-414, fig. 35.10-11; 420, fig. 40.6; 422; Kardamaki 2015, 84, tab. 1.

7 lakovidis 1998, 148, 190-191, 271.

118 Group B deep bowls are mentioned in excavation reports but rarely illustrated, see Demakopoulou 1974, 163;
Demakopoulou 1979, 431, 433, pl. 284y. The material of the LH destruction layer in Room B at 14 Oedipus St.
(Kordatzis plot) comprises one sherd of such a bowl, cf. Symeonoglou 1973, 21, pl.18, fig. 29.1.5, and at 29 Pindar
St. (Koropouli plot) is totally absent, cf. Demakopoulou 1974, 173.

18 French — Stockhammer 2009, 219, fig. 23.5-7.

120 Andrikou 2006, 32-33, tab. 6.

121 Mountjoy 1983, 112; lakovidis 1998, 143-148; Mountjoy 1999, 678-681. Similar observation about the rosette
deep bowl at the destruction level at Dimini (Adrimi-Sismani 2014, 346, 425).

122 This is valid for all deposits in the MCC plot. See n. 90-91, 117.

128 For a summary on the chronology debate see Mountjoy 1997, 109.

124 For a detailed analysis of the pottery production at Pylos see Hruby 2006, 178-223.

125 For the existence of one or two Mycenaean palaces on top of Kadmeia Hill and their extent see Spyropoulos —
Chadwick 1975, 58-71; Catling et al. 1980, 95-97; Symeonoglou 1985, 40-50; Dakouri-Hild 2001, 105-107.
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since the variety of the items in the storeroom contents and the amount of pottery for keeping
and consuming food points to a wealthy owner and not to the extensive and specialized store-
rooms of a palace. The evidence speaks for a widespread disaster striking Thebes. The cause of
this disaster is attributed by Theodoros Spyropoulos and John Chadwick to an earthquake,'? but
relevant evidence is dubious for the Pelopidas St. archive?” and absent in the MCC plot. Palatial
Thebes did not recover from this situation as it had done earlier, since earthquake or fire disas-
ters attested in LH 111A2-B and/or LH 111B1 Late'® had not affected the operation of the palatial
administration. The inevitable deduction is that the Theban palace was weakened and unable to
face successfully the unfavorable results, maybe due to problems in the economic system and the
distribution of food and other goods. The relationship between Thebes and Orchomenos is of pri-
mary importance in this respect, as, surely, were also the effects of the abandonment of Glas and
the subsequent flooding of the cultivated land in the dried Kopais Lake. To address this problem,
more evidence from Orchomenos is needed. Following the collapse of the palatial system, Thebes
continued to be inhabited. The people resumed their life over the ruins immediately after the de-
struction, as is shown by the pottery in use at the MCC plot and the Pelopidas St. excavation site.
Dense habitation through centuries in Thebes caused the humble architectural relics of this revival
to disappear. Future excavations, however, may hold surprises. Although crafts dependent on
precious or semi-precious raw materials were negatively affected, pottery retained a certain qual-
ity and also creativeness, as demonstrated by a pictorial krater with a representation of sphinxes
and a chariot scene from the MCC plot.?® This new situation seems to have gone on and led to a
moderate flourishing until LH IIIC Middle.

The final destruction at Thebes falls in the same time span (LH IIIB2 Late) as the end of the
Mycenaean palatial centers in the Peloponnese. It seems to be closer to the destruction of the
Pylian palace and slightly later than Argive centers. The analysis of more ceramic material from
other plots in Thebes may confirm this suggestion.

The cause of the demise of the Mycenaean palatial system is a subject that has mobilized
research.’®® The most recent proposal, that it resulted from internal social problems and social
upheaval, seems to be gaining ground.t® The disintegration most probably started from the My-
cenaean centers in the Argolid and soon spread to surrounding areas including Boiotia, which
seems to fit the pottery evidence from various sites, as discussed above. That a new order was
established after the destructions which did not essentially differ in material culture insofar as
can be observed in the pottery is attested in all Mycenaean centers. The evidence from Tiryns'2
in particular demonstrates how the post-destruction society was reorganized on a new basis and
benefitted from the achievements of the past.

Acknowledgements: | warmly thank Reinhard Jung and Elina Kardamaki, the organizers of the workshop ‘Synchro-
nizing the Destructions of the Mycenaean Palaces’, for the invitation and the opportunity offered to participate in the
fruitful discussion on this matter. I also thank them for improving my text.

126 Spyropoulos — Chadwick 1975, 55, 68-69.

127 Indications only exist for an earthquake as the cause of the conflagration: Aravantinos et al. 2001, 16—19; Andrikou
2006, 55-56.

128 Andrikou 2006, 56-58, Sites 1, 3, 4, 7, 9.

129 Thebes Museum BE26996. Pliatsika 2000, 296, figs. 1-2; Mommsen — Maran 2000/2001, 97-98, tab. 1, Theb61
(26996); 101, tab. 3.

130 Maran 2010, 242.

181 Maran 2010; Jung 2017.

182 Maran — Papadimitriou 2017.
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