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Abstract: This article provides some new informa-
tion on the descendants of Wah-ib-Re I who was 
buried in the tomb of Ankh-Hor, TT 414, during 
the 30th Dynasty/early Ptolemaic era. As a result 
of a joint puzzle of data deriving from material 
excavated by the Austrian Mission in TT 414 and 
from objects currently kept in European museums 
�����	���	�� ����� 	�	�����	��"�� '��8� �	� ���� ����<�
previously unknown family members are recon-
structed. This extended family tree is also of rele-
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ing burial customs in Ptolemaic Thebes.

Keywords: Asasif, TT 414, Wah-ib-Re, tomb 
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1. Introduction

One of the most important discoveries of the 
exploration of the Theban necropolis during the 
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ib-Re I (G42)1 in TT 414 in room 10/2.2 The impor-
tance of this discovery datable to the 30th Dynasty 
up to the early Ptolemaic era derives from the fact 
that the burial belongs to a period which was until 
then less represented in the cemetery and more or 
less intact tomb groups have rarely survived.3 The 

aim of this article is to reconstruct family mem-
bers of Wah-ib-Re I, thus also enlarging our 
knowledge of corresponding burial customs and 
funerary objects.

As was custom in Wah-ib-Re’s epoch, cho-
achytes were responsible for selecting spacious 
tombs from earlier periods for new burials for any 
individual and his/her family.4 In the present case, 
choachytes chose the abandoned 26th Dynasty 
tomb of Ankh-Hor, TT 414, for this purpose 
(Fig. 1).5 Wah-ib-Re, his parents and siblings as 
well as their descendants were buried in this huge 
tomb over centuries.6 Unfortunately, when the 
Austrian mission started its work in the tomb in 
1971, TT 414 soon turned out to be ransacked and 
robbed in antiquity as well as in more recent 
times.7 It was merely good luck that the burial 
chamber of Wah-ib-Re (room 10/2 of TT 414) 
escaped the 19th century AD sackings. But the 
burials of other members of his family were not as 
lucky: only scattered remains allow reconstructing 
these burials.8 Well-preserved and moveable parts 
of their burial equipment (e.g. Ptah-Sokar-Osiris-
statues, stelae and boxes) were sent to Europe as 
part of the great collections of consuls and private 
collectors.9 This article aims to reveal some new 
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1 All of the G-numbers used in the following refer to the 
numbers in the genealogical register for TT 414 established 
by REISER-HASLAUER 1982b.

2 BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 1982, 183–220; BUDKA 2008, 
69–82; BUDKA 2010b, 57–58.

3 See ASTON 2003, 162; BUDKA 2010a, 358–362.
4 VLEEMING 1995, 241–255; DONKER VAN HEEL 2012, passim; 

REDFORD 2013, 277–285; BUDKA 2014, 45–53.

5 For the complex use-life of TT 414, see BUDKA 2008, 
61–85.

6 For the genealogical relations and for the objects, see: 
REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 252–256; REISER-HASLAUER 1982b, 
267–284; BUDKA 2008, 69–82; BUDKA 2010b, 49–66.

7 See BUDKA 2008, 64–65; 75.
8 See BUDKA 2008, 61–85; BUDKA 2009, 23–31; BUDKA 

2010a, 82–84; BUDKA 2010b, 49–66; BUDKA 2010c, 88–93; 
BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 209–251.

9 See already REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 252–256; BUDKA 
2008, 64–65; 75; BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 209–
251.
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Doc. 1 Mummy label Asasif, Reg. No. 617 (09/04) TT 414, room 4
Doc. 2 Mummy label Asasif, Reg. No. 776 TT 414, room 4
Doc. 3 Mummy label Asasif, Reg. No. 777 TT 414, room 4
Doc. 4 Mummy label Asasif, Reg. No. 775 TT 414, room 4
Doc. 5 Mud seal Asasif, Reg. No. 559 TT 414, room 10/1
Doc. 6 <�)�
��'����� Asasif, Reg. No. 787 TT 414, room 7/1
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Fig. 1  Map of TT 414. After: BIETAK/REISER-HASLAUER 1978, Plan 3.
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information on the descendants of Wah-ib-Re as 
the result of a joint puzzle of data deriving from 
both, material excavated by the Austrian Mission 
in TT 414 as well as objects currently kept in 
European museums originating from non-scientif-
ic work in the tomb.

2. Primary sources from TT 414

Reconstructing the family of Wah-ib-Re will start 
with the objects found in the tomb by the Austrian 
mission, taking into account objects originally 
coming from TT 414, but nowadays kept in muse-
ums outside of Egypt and not documented during 
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study does not deal with the already published in 
situ
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himself as found in the burial chamber 10/2.10 

The primary sources for relatives of Wah-ib-Re 
include four demotic mummy labels found in room 
4 (the pillared hall) of the tomb (Fig. 1). Detailed 
studies of these objects were presented by Quaege-
beur in 198211 and by Vleeming in 2011.12 Some 
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Doc. 1: Mummy label – Asasif, Reg. No. 617 
(09/04) (Fig. 2)

One of the most important hints about the 
descendants of Wah-ib-Re I is the mummy label 
Reg. No. 617 (09/04). It was brought to light dur-
ing the “excavation” undertaken in the magazine 
for the objects from TT 414.13 During the cleaning 
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covered in room 4 (pillared hall) of the tomb, the 
demotic mummy label was found, stuck to the bot-
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No. 590 originally belonged to the 26th Dynasty 
individual Iret-Hor-ru, called Nes-Ba-neb-Djed.15 
The mummy label Reg. No. 617 (09/04) clearly 
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of the Ptolemaic times for someone else than Iret-
Ho-ru.

The two lines of demotic inscription read as 
follows:   
(1) jt-nTr WAH-jb-Ra zA PA-dj-Jmn-[nsw]-tA.wj (?)
(2) zA WAH-jb -Ra pA Hm -nTr Jmn
(1) God’s father Wah-ib-Re, son of Pa-di-Amun-
(neb)-[nesu(t)]-tawy
(2) son of Wah-ib-Re, the prophet of Amun 
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northern part of room 4, just before shaft 10 lead-
ing to the intact burial chamber of Wah-ib-Re I, 
was almost certainly not incidental. The individual 
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Hor-ru was probably one of the descendants, pre-
cisely the grandson of Wah-ib-Re I, here named as 
“Wah-ib-Re, the prophet of Amun” in line two of 
the mummy label. It seems that up to the 19th cen-
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for the family tree) was placed in the re-used 26th 
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entrance of the shaft to the burial chamber of his 
grandfather. His funerary equipment was looted in 
the late 1810s and early 1820s, leaving only the 
mummy label as clear evidence for Wah-ib-Re V’s 
burial in TT 414.

Family tree 1
WAH-jb -Ra
        |
PA-dj-Jmn- [nsw]- tA.wj
        |
WAH-jb -Ra

10 See BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 1982, 183–220, pls. 119–
148. See also ASTON 2003, 161–162; BUDKA 2010a, 358–
360; BUDKA 2010b, 57–58.

11 QUAEGEBEUR 1982, 259–266.

12 VLEEMING 2011, 11–15.
13 See BUDKA 2010b, 59–61.
14 BUDKA 2010b, 59–61.
15 G33 (REISER-HASLAUER 1982b, 270).

Fig. 2  Mummy label – Asasif, Reg. No. 617 (09/04).  
Photo: J. Budka.
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Doc. 2: Mummy label – Asasif, Reg. No. 776
The demotic mummy label Reg. No. 776 was 
made for another of Wah-ib-Re I’s grandsons.16

(1) Jt -nTr @r zA Jr. t -@r-r=w zA WAH-jb -Ra
(1) God’s father Hor, son of Iret-Hor-ru, son of 
Wah-ib-Re

Family tree 2
WAH-jb -Ra
         |
   Jr. t -@r-r=w
         |
       @r

Doc. 3: Mummy label – Asasif, Reg. No. 777 
Another mummy label (Reg. No. 777) was 

probably made for Wah-ib-Re I’s granddaughter, 
Ta-ketmat (Ta-ketem).17

(1) sHm . t &A-q tmA. t ta Jr. t -@r-r=w
(2) zA WAH-jb -Ra
(1) Woman18 Ta-ketmat, daughter of Iret-Hor-ru
(2) son of Wah-ib-Re

Family tree 3
  WAH-jb -Ra
          |
   Jr. t -@r-r=w
          |
     &A-q tmA. t (&A-k tm)

Doc. 4: Mummy label – Asasif, Reg. No. 775
A fourth mummy label (Reg. no. 775) was prob-

ably made for another grandson, Pa-di-Amun-ipet.19

(1) Jt -nTr PA-dj-Jmn-jp. t […]
(2) zA PA-dj-Jmn-nsw-tA.wj pA zX […]20

(1) God’s father Pa-di-Amun-ipet […]
(2) son of Pa-di-Amun-(neb)-nesu(t)-tawy, the 
scribe […]

Family tree 4
PA-dj-Jmn- (nb) -nsw-tA.wj
         |
[WAH-jb -Ra] ? 
         |
PA-dj-Jmn-jp. t
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all the demotic mummy labels from TT 414 were 
found in room 4.21 They can all be assigned to the 
family of Wah-ib-Re I and testify that the burial 
customs varied within few generations. The 
grandsons and granddaughters of Wah-ib-Re I 
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it is well attested for Wah-ib-Re V (Doc. 1) that 
making mummy labels was an essential part of the 
equipment which was not needed by older genera-
tions of the same family buried in other parts of 
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Doc. 5: Mud seal – Asasif, Reg. No. 559
Besides the demotic mummy labels found in 

the pillared hall of TT 414, another clue for a son 
of Wah-ib-Re I comes directly from the burial 
chamber (room 10/2, Fig. 1). A mud seal was 
found still in place, sealing a mould as one of the 
burial gifts associated with embalming.23 The 
dimensions of the object are 1.72 x 1.72cm. Its 
inscription reads  j t -nTr Jj-m -Htp – “The 
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tion and reference to Wah-ib-Re on this seal, Reis-
er-Haslauer proposed Imhotep as son of Wah-ib-
Re, because the person was obviously in charge of 
the burial of Wah-ib-Re (having left a seal within 
the burial chamber, connected with embalming 
material), giving an indirect hint for a father-son 
relationship.24 The present study will provide fur-
ther clues that this was indeed the real relationship 
of the two individuals. 

16 QUAEGEBEUR
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ern portico of the pillared hall (room 4) among the debris. 
Dimensions: 6.5–6.8 x 4.3–4.6cm, thickness 0.6cm. 

17 QUAEGEBEUR
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ern portico of room 4 among the debris. Dimensions: 6.7 x 
4.9cm, thickness 0.7cm. For the name &A-q tmA. t and its 
variants, see: DN, 1215.

18 We follow the reading and translation by VLEEMING 2011, 
13 (instead of Hm . t – wife by QUAEGEBEUR 1982, 263).

19 QUAEGEBEUR
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dle of the western pillared hall (room 4) among the debris. 
Dimensions: 4.5–4.8 x 4.7–4.8cm, thickness 0.8cm.

20 Unfortunately, the father’s name is on the missing part of 
the etiquette. Quaegebeur was cautious, avoiding recon-

structing the missing name. In the light of the recently 
found label Reg. No. 617 (09/04), it is now safe to assume 
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WAH-jb -Ra.

21 BUDKA 2010b, 59–61. Cf. also VLEEMING 2011, 11.
22 Because the burial of Wah-ib-Re I himself was found 

intact, we know that no mummy label was used. See BUD-
KA 2010b, 60.

23 BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER
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190; pl. 123 A, B. See BUDKA 2010a, 360.

24 REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 256. See also BUDKA 2010a, 360 
(with reference to an alternative interpretation of the object 
as “embalmer’s stamp”).
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– Asasif, Reg. No. 787 

The father of the owner 
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No. 787, Hor (G118), is 
Iret-Hor-ru (G36).25 The 
piece was found in room 
7/1 of TT 414, which is the 
primary burial chamber of 
Ankh-Hor (Fig. 1). It is a 
small fragment from the 
middle part of the lid of an 
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x 4.2 x 1cm) of polished 
wood with incised and inlaid decoration.26 This 
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members from TT 414, datable from the 30th 
Dynasty until the mid-Ptolemaic period.27

2.1 Summary of primary sources

Based on the objects mentioned so far and includ-
ing data from the burial of Wah-ib-Re I himself, 
the following family tree can be reconstructed:28 

29303132

As became obvious, some separate entries of the 
genealogical register by Reiser-Haslauer actually 
belong to only one person and should, therefore, be 
united: G65/G66;33 G42/G44;34 G34/3635 and 
G117/11836. However, this new reconstruction 
remains incomplete without the examination of col-
lections of museums for further antiquities, which 
may belong to members of this family buried in TT 
414, and will be discussed in the following. 

25 See already QUAEGEBEUR 1982, 265.
26 See REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 256. A small fragment of 

Reg. No. 787 was recovered in 2009 in the magazine in the 
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ments from TT 414 somewhere else.

27 See BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 243, n. 215.
28 See already REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 253 and 256.
29 REISER-HASLAUER 1982b, 276. She tentatively named PA-

dj-Jmn-jpj (G64a) as his possible son.
30
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as Wah-ib-Re V; a previously unknown Wah-ib-re IV was 
proposed as his grandfather, but this person is probably 
identical with Wah-ib-re III (G44); BUDKA 2010b, 60, n. 82. 
According to the new information analysed in the present 
study, Wah-ib-re I, III and IV are all one and the same per-
son.

31 REISER-HASLAUER 1982b, 274 (with the incorrect fatherhood 
of PA- dj-Jmn- (nb) -ns .wt- tA.wj, see n. 28).

32 Attested by the side board of a canopic box found by the 
Austrian Mission in the lower debris of the “Lichthof” of 
TT 414 (Reg. No. 377c, 43.5 x 8.2 x 1.3cm); see REISER-
HASLAUER 1982a, 271 (G43); BUDKA 2006, vol. IV, 192, cat. 
492; for details see below (Doc. 16).

33
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Dead papyrus of Pa-di-Amun-neb-nesut-tawy (G65/66) 
preserved in London (British Museum, EA 10539, 10700, 
10733), MOSHER 2016, I, 16–19. Due to the new secondary 
sources presented here, G65/66 may be distinguished from 
G76a; for details see below.

34 Wah-ib-Re mentioned on mummy label Reg. No. 776, dis-
tinguished by Reiser-Haslauer as number II (G44), can 
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35 Iret-Hor-ru (G34), son of Wah-ib-Re I/II (G42/44), as men-
tioned on mummy label Reg. No. 776, may be identical 
with Iret-Hor-ru (G36), for details see below. 

36
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Tab. 2  Secondary sources from museums (originally coming from TT 414)
Doc. 7 Cartonnage axial naming strip Louvre N 4603
Doc. 8 Cartonnage axial naming strip Louvre N 3367
Doc. 9 Statue of mourning Isis Louvre N 4130
Doc. 10 Statue of mourning Nephthys BM EA 60859
Doc. 11 Offering table Turin cat. no. 1756
Doc. 12 Canopic chest BM EA 8535
Doc. 13 Stela Durham, Oriental Museum EG 605 (N1982)

Salt watercolour no. 12
Doc. 14 Panel of a canopic chest Louvre N 4364
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3. Secondary sources from museums (originally 
coming from TT 414)

Doc. 7: Stucco covered linen axial naming strip – 
Paris, Louvre, N 4603 (Fig. 3)37
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mented cartonnage panel, which once belonged to 
a set equipping the mummy for its underworld 
journey. The cartonnage axial naming strip is 
today kept at the Louvre (Fig. 3).38 The object 
entered the collection in 1824 together with 2500 
Egyptian antiquities from the collection of Édme-
Antoine Durand. Unfortunately, it is not known 
how the object came into the possession of Mr. 
Durand. Possibly, it was purchased in Italy where 
Mr. Durand had gathered the major part of his col-
lection.39 

The strip has a central gilded part with a single 
line of hieroglyphic text. The text is surrounded by 
two lines with red and blue feather-like-decoration 
on each side. From the original piece, broken into 
four parts, only three are preserved. The text reads 
as follows: 

Transliteration:
+d-mdw hj Wsjr jt -nTr Hm-nTr n Jmn-Ra-nb-
ns.t- tA.wj m Ax-mnw WAH-jb-Ra mAa-xrw zA n jt -
nTr zXA-bjA.(w)t n Jmn PA-dj- [Jmn]-nb-ns.t- 
tA.wj mAa-xrw jr.t .n Jr.t j-r=w mAa-xrw jw n=k 
[…] q rs.t n f (r) . t Hr jmnt .t wr(.t) m WAs.t dj. s 
a.wj=s n=k D.t

37 GUICHARD 2013, 257, P. 393 à 398. In its present state of 
preservation only three fragments remained of the whole 
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1991, measuring 34.5 x 5.2cm. The measurements of the 
third separate fragment are 9.2 x 5cm.

38 The piece is kept in the reserve Galerie d’Alger.
39 CH. 1836, 5–15; KANAWATY 1985, 34–36; KANAWATY 1990, 

268.

Fig. 3  Stucco covered linen axial naming strip – Paris, 
 Louvre, N 4603.  

Photo: © Musée du Louvre/Christian Décamps.
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Translation
To recite: Hail Osiris god’s father, prophet of 
Amun-Re, Lord of the throne of the two lands in 
the Akh-menu, Wah-ib-Re, true-of-voice, son of 
the god’s father, scribe of the oracle(s) of Amun 
Pa-di-[Amun]-neb-neset-tawy, true-of-voice, born 
to Irty-eru, true-of-voice. May come to you […], a 
beautiful burial in the great West of Thebes. She 
may give her hands to you forever. 

Based on the text showing the axial naming 
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and titles that it may belong to Wah-ib-Re I. How-
ever, the burial chamber of Wah-ib-Re I was found 
intact and the Louvre cartonnage must, therefore, 
belong to someone else.40 Most likely, this frag-
mentary cartonnage may be associated with the 
mummy laid in the 26th
6!�'��!
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ru (Reg. No. 590) in the pillared hall (room 4), 
marked by mummy label Reg. No. 619 (Doc. 1). In 
the 19th century AD, Egyptian mummies were sys-
tematically damaged during the search for carton-
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vre N 4603 entered large European museums 
mostly via Italian antiquity dealers.41 Up to now, 
except for Doc. 1 and Doc. 7, no other objects can 
be attributed to Wah-ib-Re V with certainty.

Family tree 5
PA-dj-Jmn-nb-ns .wt- tA.wj + Jr. t j-r=w
                                                 |
                                     WAH-jb -Ra (V)

 
Doc. 8: Cartonnage axial naming strip – Paris, 

Louvre N 3367 (Fig. 4)
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may be attributed to the same family from TT 414, 
the axial naming strip N 3367. This object was 
made in cartonnage technique; the textile based 
cartonnage is thicker and thus better preserved 
than N 4603, which is only covered by stucco.42 

40 See BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER
 �¨º�5
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pls. 137/a, 138 and 139 for the original cartonnage (Reg. 
No. 874) found in situ on the mummy of Wah-ib-Re I.

41 Cf. the similar history of a stela coming from TT 414, 
acquired in 1824 by the Kunsthistorisches Museum of 
Vienna, see BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 221, doc. 4.

42 GUICHARD 2013, 257, P. 393 à 398. The cartonnage consists 
of three pieces. In its present state of preservation, two are 
adjacent, while a smaller third piece is possibly from the 
end of the text. Another one, which would connect the oth-
ers, is missing. The dimensions are 46 x 3.4cm, as kindly 
communicated by Sylvie Guichard. For analogies, see 
MEKIS 2012, 30, n. 80.

Fig. 4  Cartonnage axial naming strip – Paris, Louvre N 3367. 
Photo: © Musée du Louvre/Christian Décamps.
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The gilded cartonnage axial naming strip was 
once part of a multiple piece set with smaller car-
tonnage elements depicting possibly Nut, Api, and 
the Four Sons of Horus. Unfortunately, these small 
cartonnage panels are at present completely 
impossible to identify; generally, these panels do 
not name the deceased and thus an in situ-context 
or clear association is needed.

The text reads as follows:

Transliteration
1. […] Hz (. j) aA, mnx Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw zA 
j t -nTr Hm -nTr (n) Jmn WAH-jb -Ra jr.//
2.  n jHj (. t) n Jmn-Ra As . t -m -Ax-bj. t mAa-xrw 
jw n=k Jnpw tp. j Dw=f jm j w. t nb tA Dsr r rdj. t 
srwD=k […]
3. […] nw.k d j . f n=k q rs . t n fr. t Hr Jmnt . t n 
WAs . t a.wj=s r Szp.k r D. t 

Translation
�4
Ã-Å
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��a Iret-Hor-
ru, true-of-voice, son of the god’s father, prophet 
of Amun, Wah-ib-Re, born 
2. to the sistrum-player of Amun-Re Aset-(m)-
akh-bit, true-of-voice. May come to you Anubis, 
who is at the top of his hill, who is at the embalm-
ing place, lord of the sacred land as to be given 
that you be strenghten 

3. […] May be given to you a beautiful burial on the 
West part of Thebes. Her arms accept you for ever.
Note
a hz . j – “praised one”, an ephitet that refers to the 
����'��� �
 ����)��
 ��'��4
 EVRARD-DERRIKS and 
QUAEGEBEUR
�¨ª 5̈
¹�Ñ¹�4

Docs. 9 and 10: Statues of mourning Isis and 
8�"	�	!�
����4
�Ñ��

Although the two statues are kept in different 
museums today, Isis at the Louvre (N 4130, Doc. 
9) and Nephthys at the British Museum (EA 
60859, Doc. 10), both were originally placed in TT 
414. In 1978, Seipel already noted that due to their 
inscriptions they may be associated.43 The Louvre 
statue was purchased as part of the Henry Salt col-
lection in 1826,44 the one in the British Museum 
was acquired in 1841 from the collection of Harry 
Osborn Cureton.45  

43 SEIPEL 1989, 156–157, nos. 122 and 123.
44 GUICHARD 2013, 123, A 620 = Salt no. 3649. Dimensions: 

height of statue 60.5cm, height of plinth 8.5cm, length 
31cm, width 12.3cm.

45 See the Merlin database: http://www.britishmuseum.org/
research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?
objectId=125467&partId=1&museumno=60859&page=1 
(last accessed 02.08.2015). Cureton acquired his antiqui-

Fig. 5 (left)  Statue of Isis – Louvre N 4130.  
Photo: © Musée du Louvre/Pierre and Maurice Chuzeville.

Fig. 6 (right)  Statue of Nephthys – London, EA 60859.  
Photo: © Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum.
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From the Late Period onwards, it was a custom 
to equip the elite burials with statues of the god-
desses Isis and Nephthys in the gesture of mourn-
���4
�	���
��'����
(���
"��
��
�	�
��)�46 or just 
placed in the vicinity of the mummy.47 Several 
examples are kept in museum collections today.48 
In most of the cases, the statues are kneeling on a 
small plinth, lifting one or both hands in the ges-
ture of mourning, and are without inscriptions. 
The ones in question belonging to Iret-Hor-ru are 
��������
(��	
'
���'�;'���
)�����4
����	��
(��	

the Isis statue from the in situ
)���
 ��
 �	�
����'�

chamber of his father, Wah-ib-Re I (G42, room 
10/2 in TT 414) they may be considered as excep-
tions, featuring an inscribed plinth with the Dd-
mdw jn formula. Unfortunately, however, all texts 
of these statues are fragmented. On Wahibre’s 
statue some words of the formula recited by Isis 
running around the base are preserved: wn.j rs 
Hr=k
Ñ
Î�
'�
�
��'��
!�.Ï

The symbolic aim of these statues was exactly 
�
 "�����
 '��
 ��'��
 �	�
 ����'���
 '�
 "�����)�'-
tion of Osiris, the husband and brother of Isis and 
brother of Nephthys.49 The magical power of the 
goddesses is expressed by the inscriptions of the 
plinth as well as by the decoration along the base 
of the statues of Iret-Hor-ru: anx wAs nb
Ñ
Î'��
����

and power”.50

On the plinth of the Louvre statue (N 4130, 
Fig. 5), in front of Isis, there is a short text consist-
ing of four lines as follow:

Transliteration
1. +d-mdw jn As . t Wsjr j t (-nTr) Hz(. j) aA, [mnx]
2. Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw zA j t -nTr Hm -nTr Jmn 
WAH-jb -Ra ms 
3. jHj . t n Jmn-Ra As . t -m -Ax-bj. t mAa-xrw 
<n>[S]na. tw=k […]
4. mAA n fr.w=k […] Hr. t […] 
Single line behind the statue:
1. zA, anx , Dd , wAs HA=f nb m j Ra Dt

Translation
1. To recite by Isis: Osiris, (god’s) father great [and 
��)�����Å
"�'����
��

2. Iret-Hor-ru, true-of-voice, son of the god’s 
father, prophet of Amun, Wah-ib-Re, born to the 
3. sistrum-player of Amun-Re Aset-em-akh-bit, 
true-of-voice, may you <not> be repelled …
4. as to see your beauty […] 
Single line behind the statue:
1. All protection, life, stability and power around 
him, like (around) Ra, forever

ret, inv. no. 84.9.132; Hildesheim, Roemer-Pelizaeus-
%�����5
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�4
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%���5
�'�4
��4
�ÁÑ��§

Coll. MacGregor cat. no. 593; Tübingen, Universität 
Tübingen, inv. no. 339; wooden kneeling Nephthys statues 
in the gesture of mourning: Aberdeen, Marischal College, 
cat. no. 486; Dresden, Staatliche Kunstsammlungen, inv. 
no. 463; Coll. MacGregor cat. no. 592; Marseille, Musée 
d’Archéologie Mediterranéenne, inv. no. 439; Paris, Lou-
vre N 4086; Hildesheim, Roemer-Pelizaeus-Museum inv. 
no. 1583; Coll. Hilton Price, cat. no. 2403a; Coll. Lady 
%���5
�'�4
��4
��Ñ�º§
{����5
%����
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�����-
ologia, inv. no. 145; Tübingen, Universität Tübingen, inv. 
no. 340; further statues with missing crown: Besançon, 
Musée des Beaux-Arts et d’Archéologie, inv. no. ME 247; 
Uppsala, Victoria Museum, coll. Beöthy, cat. no. B 405.

49 On Isis’ and Nephthys’ role of mourning, see KUCHAREK 
2010. 

50 Such a base decoration – a frieze of anx wAs nb – is also 
���!
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�
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statues, especially in the 26th Dynasty and then again in 
the 30th Dynasty and Ptolemaic times; see TAYLOR 1989, 
=*(*>5
)��4
¹�
'��
¹ 4̈

ties from auctions, and even though he was present at the 
auctions of the Salt and D’Athanasi collections, the piece 
must have been purchased on a different auction, BIERBRI-
ER 2012, 138. Among the objects from TT 414 coming 
from this collection, now in the British Museum is a shabti 
by Ankh-Hor himself, BM EA 33965 (purchased in 1851). 
For an early description of the statue, see ARUNDALE and 
BONOMI
Ã�º¹�Å5
Á�
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6��������
�
�	�
��'���£

height 59cm, length of the plinth 31.3cm, width 14cm.

46 E.g. on the canopy of the Akhmimic priest Pasenedjemib-
nekhet dated to the mid-4th century BC, Cairo, Egyptian 
Museum, TR 21.11.6.12, GRIMM 1975, 23, cat. no. 40, pls. 
ª�Ñªª
 'Ñ�5
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 �
 �	�
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 ���
 ELIAS and 
MEKIS forthcoming.

47 As attested by means of an Isis statue of the burial of Wah-
ib-Re I (Reg. No. 561, now Vienna, Kunsthistorisches 
Museum, inv. no. A 2128): BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 
�¨º�5
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 SATZINGER 1979, 105–106, 
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����4

48 Without attempting to be comprehensive, some wooden 
kneeling Isis statues in the gesture of mourning: Aber-
deen, Marischal College, cat. no. 415; Dijon, Musée des 
Beaux-Arts, cat. no. (Laurent) 116; Guéret, Musée de Gué-
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Positioned in the same way, the text on the 
London statue (EA 60859, Fig. 6) reads as follows:

Transliteration
1. +d-mdw jn Nb.t -Hw.t Wsjr j t (-nTr) Hz (. j) aA, 
mnx
2. Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw zA Hm -nTr n Jmn WAH-
[ jb -Ra mAa-xrw]
3. wnn .j m zA[=k] r x[ f t j .w=k] […]
4. m ^w […]
Single line behind the statue:
1. zA anx Dd wAs HA=f nb m j Ra Dt

Translation
1. To recite by Nephthys: Osiris, (god’s) father, 
���'�
'��
��)�����
"�'����
��
2. Iret-Hor-ru, true-of-voice, son of the prophet of 
Amun Wah-[ib-Re, true-of-voice]
3. I will be as [your] protection against [your] ene-
mies […]
4. as Shu […]
Single line behind the statue:
1. All protection, life, stability and power around 
him, like (around) Ra, forever

Doc. 11: Offering table of Iret-Hor-ru – Turin, 
ME, cat. no. 1756 (inv. no. 22062) (Fig. 7)

The offering table of Iret-Hor-ru is kept at the 
Egyptian Museum of Turin today. Purchased by 
Bernardino Drovetti in Thebes, the museum 
acquired it from his collection in 1822.51 A similar 
offering table is known for Pa-di-Amun-neb-
nesut-tawy I, father of Wah-ib-Re I, found still in 
situ in the “Lichthof” in TT 414 during the Austri-
an excavations.52 It is likely that the Turin offering 

table was also originally installed in the “Licht-
hof”.53
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oration executed in high relief technique. It depicts 
a rich offering arranged on a hotep-form table: dif-
ferent types of bread, an ox-head and various piec-
��
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two sides, a hez-vase was carved with zig-zag 
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the table towards the water-outlet. On the lateral 
side of the slab, two ba-birds are drinking from 
�	��
��!�����
('���
¥(���
�(�
�
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let. The following inscription runs around the 
sides of the table:54 

Transliteration
1. Htp -dj-njsw n Wsjr 
2. xnt j jmnt . t Jnpw nb tA-Dsr dj. f p r. t -x rw t
3. Hnq . t , kA.w, Apd .w, jrp, jrt . t , xt nb(. t) 
n fr(. t) n kA Wsjr Hz (. j) , 
4. j t -nTr, Hm -nTr Jmn m Jp. t -s .wt , zXA pr-aA 
Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw zA Hm -nTr 
5. WAH-jb -Ra ms nb(. t) -pr As . t - (m) -Ax-bj. t 
mAa-xrw

51 HABACHI 1977, 110, pl. N. 22062. Dimensions of the table: 
23.5 x 20 x 5.5 cm; water-outlet: 3.5 cm.

52 BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 1978, 146–151, reg. no. 646; 
BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 1982, 255, 274; BUDKA 2014, 
46–47; BUDKA 2016, 178.

53 See BUDKA 2016, 178–181.

54 It seems to be a general characteristic of Theban late offer-
ing tables that they were inscribed on their sides; for fur-
ther analogies see: Tübingen, Universität Tübingen, Inv. 
No. 1692 (Asasif), BRUNNER-TRAUT and BRUNNER 1981, 30, 
Tafelband, pl. 146; Cairo, EM, CG 23134 (Medinet Habu), 
KAMAL 1906, pl. XXXIII; KAMAL 1909, 105–106.

Fig. 7  Offering table of Iret-Hor-ru – Turin, ME, cat. no. 1756 
(inv. no. 22062). Photo: © Courtesy of the Museo Egizio di 

Torino.



The Family of Wah-ib-Re I (TT 414) from Thebes 229

Translation
1. An offering that the king gives to Osiris
2. foremost of the West, to Anubis, Lord of the 
Sacred Land. He may give an invocation offering 
consisting of bread
3. and beer, ox and fowl, wine and milk, every 
good things to the Ka of Osiris, the praised one,
4. god’s father, prophet of Amun in Karnak, scribe 
of the pharaoh Iret-Hor-ru, true-of-voice, son of
5. Wah-ib-Re, born to the mistress of the house 
Aset-em-akh-bit, true-of-voice. 
 

Doc. 12: Canopic chest of Iret-Hor-ru – Lon-
don, BM EA 8535 (Fig. 8)55

The circumstances of the acquisition of this 
chest, now in London, are not preserved. BM EA 
8535 is a relatively large box (56cm high), with 
slightly tapering sides furnished with a cavetto cor-
nice, falling into type C2 by Aston.56 Luckily, the 
lid of the box has also survived. The akhom-bird 
which was once on top of this lid is now lost, only 
its contours and holes for the tenons are still visible. 
On the two sides of this bird silhouette, two col-
umns of text were inscribed facing rightwards, giv-
ing a rather detailed list of the titles of Iret-Hor-ru.

Transliteration
Right: +d-mdw jn Wsjr Hz (. j) aA, mnx m Xr. t -
nTr, j t -nTr, Hm -nTr Jmn m Jp. t -s .wt /
Left: zXA pr-aA, (zXA) tAS n njw.t Jr. t -@r-r=w 
mAa-xrw

Translation
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praised one in the necropolis, prophet of Amun in 
Karnak, 
Left: Scribe of the pharaoh, (scribe) of the district 
of the town, Iret-Hor-ru, true-of-voice.

Above all scenes on the box, the night sky was 
presented with small stars drawn in a light blue 
bordure running around at the top. On the frontal 
side, three vertical panels were created. In the cen-
��'�
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crowned with the Atef-crown and equipped with 
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column of text. The hieroglyphs of these lateral 
registers are facing towards the central pillar.

Transliteration
Right: +d-mdw jn j +Hwtj smAa xrw Wsjr r 
xf t j .w smAa xrw
Left: {+d-mdw ( jn) } Wsjr Hz (. j) aA m Xr. t -nTr 
Jr. t -@r-r=w r xf t j .w=f

Translation
Right: To recite: O, Thot, let (the god) Osiris tri-
umph over the enemiesa 
Left: {To recite by}b let the Osiris, the great 
praised one in the Necropolis, Iret-Hor-ru, triumph 
���
	��
�������.
a LGG VI, 331; LÜSCHER 1986, 18–20.
b This Dd-mdw ( jn) introduction is redundant and 
possibly an implication that the box was a stock 
product with some inscriptions written in advance.

The left side panel of the box depicts two hori-
zontal registers: the lower one shows the palace-
façade-motif, in the upper one Hapy and Imsety 
are depicted in small compartments with a single 
column of text in front of each of them. Both genii 
'��
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a long piece of mummy linen (Sz); their heads are 
disproportionately large. 

Transliteration/Translation
@pjj jr(. j) zA n Wsjr Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw – 
Hapy: (I) make protection for Osiris Iret-Hor-ru, 
true-of-voice
Jmst j D(d) . f d j (. j) wDA XA. t=<k> {nb} n fr 
Ha=k Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw / d j (. j) anx , Dd , 
wAs nb – Imsety (while) he says: I cause your 
corpse to be healed and your limbs beautiful, Iret-
Hor-ru, true-of-voice.
�
����
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The backside panel of the box continues the 
division in two registers: the lower one again 

55 Its dimensions are 56 x 24.2 x 34cm, TAYLOR and STRUD-
WICK 2005, 82–83. See also BRUWIER 1991, 114–122.

56 ASTON 2000, 169–170, pl. 10.
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shows the palace-façade-motif, while the upper 
register depicts in a three-column-arrangement in 
�	�
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text facing rightwards: 

Transliteration
Right: +d-mdw jn As . t -wr. t mw.t nTrj . t Dd . s 
wnn(. j) m zA=k
Left: Jr. t -@r-r=w mAa-xrw jr=j zA=k xpr=k 
nb zA

Translation
To recite by Isis-the-Great, divine mother, while 
she says: (I) will be your protection:
Iret-Hor-ru, true-of-voice, I make your protection, 
you become all protected.

The right side panel compares to the left side 
panel with Hapy and Imsety; here, Qebehsenuef 
and Duamutef are depicted standing, grasping 
mummy linen. In front of each deity the following 
texts were inscribed:

Fig. 8  Canopic chest of Iret-hor-ru – London, BM EA 8535. Photo: © Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum.
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Transliteration/Translation
Left: QbH-sn .w=f / dj(. j) anx m j Ra – Qebeh-
senuef / (I) give life as Re.
Right: +d-mdw ( j)n _wA-mw.t=f D(d)= 
f m j n=k jr. t @r – To recite by Duamutef: while 
he says take for you the eye of Horus.

The content of the chest has not survived, but 
according to Taylor and Strudwick: “drops of 
�����)��
 ��'�;
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 �����'��
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 �	�
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one or more bundles, probably containing the 
embalmed internal organs of the deceased.”57

Doc. 13: Funerary stela of Imhotep – Durham, 
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The existence of this stela and its relevance for 
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suspected that the stela may belong to the god’s 
father Imhotep, whose mud seal (Reg. No. 559, 
Doc. 5) was discovered in the burial chamber of 
Wah-ib-Re I.

As for the stela, it was found by the agents of 
the English consul Henry Salt in Thebes, possibly 
in 1818 when one of his friends, Alessandro Ricci, 
made a painting of it (Fig. 9).59 The painting is 
now kept in the British Museum at the Department 
of Egyptian Antiquities, known as one of the “Salt 
watercolours”.60 As Bierbrier noted, the watercol-
ours may have been acquired together with the 
Salt antiquities in 1823.61 All watercolours are fol-
lowed by some captions providing information on 
�	���
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written by Salt: “M (referring to its order) Tomb-
stone on wood found in the same tomb as I. Cop-
ied by Dr. Ricci.” 

Stelas “I” (no. 8) and “H” (no. 7) respectively, 
London, British Museum EA 8461 and EA 8462, 
belong to two other members of the Wah-ib-Re 
family. The owner of EA 846162 was possibly 

Imhotep’s father Wah-ib-Re I. Stela EA 846263 fol-
lows in style the stela of Imhotep and its owner 
�'�
��
������)��
'�
+'��������������������'(!
��

(G67), a cousin of Imhotep.

Salt’s comments on the stelas are as follows: 
“I – A tombstone found by H. Salt in a tomb 

opened in the plain at Gournou – painted on 
wood. Copied by Dr. Ricci.”

“H – A tombstone painted on wood found by H. 
Salt at Thebes in a tomb in the plain. Copied by 
Dr. Ricci. This had steps to stand on like I and a 
gilt bird on the summit. The globe also is gilt.”

The two stelas “I” (no. 8) and “H” (no. 7) were 
acquired by the British Museum in 1823, but the 
stela “M” (no. 12) was known only from its paint-
ing, whereas the actual object disappeared from 
the perspective of Egyptologists. It was Algernon 
Percy, Lord Prudhoe,64 it seems, who acquired the 
piece from Salt prior to 1823 for his collection, 
which would become rich and valuable during his 
later travels to Egypt.65 The stela was described in 
a detailed way in 1880 by S. Birch, who prepared 
the catalogue of the Alnwick castle collection.66 
Unfortunately, however, no details about its acqui-
sition have survived.

The round topped wooden stela (Fig. 10) is 
made of two planks; the two halves are strung 
together with small tenons. In its present state of 
preservation it measures 53.34 x 35.56cm. Origi-
nally, the slab stood on two rampant supports, 
which have disappeared, just like the ba-bird once 
)���
 (��	
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the upper edge.67

The wooden stela is painted in red, blue, green, 
yellow and black. The middle pictorial section is 
bordered by a red edge. As is usual for such The-
ban stelae, Type IV A of Munro,68 the lunette 
��"����
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rampant uraei, distinguished by the Lower and 
Upper Egyptian crowns. In front of them, two 
jackals are lying with sekhem-scepters in their 
front paws.

Below, in a rectangular panel the night-bark of 
the sun god is depicted, adored by a ba-bird at its 

57 TAYLOR and STRUDWICK 2005, 82.
58 BIETAK and REISER-HASLAUER 1982, 256, n. 489.
59 BIERBRIER 1983, 9[12; USICK 1999, 115.
60 Its no. is 12. MALEK/SMITH 1983, 38.
61 BIERBRIER 1983, 9[12.
62 BIERBRIER 1987, 38[39, pls. 74[79; BUDKA 2008, 77.
63 MUNRO 1973, 58, 235; BIERBRIER 1987, 36[38, pls. 70[73; 

BUDKA 2008, 76[ªª5
)��4
�Á[14.

64 RUFFLE 2001, 15[84.
65 BIERBRIER 2012, 423; THOMPSON 2015, 160.
66 BIRCH 1880, N 1982, 321[323.
67 Complete comparable examples are kept in the British 

Museum, see BIERBRIER 1987, EA 8461 (pl. 74), EA 8462 
(pl. 70), EA 8468 (pl. 82), EA 54343 (pl. 92). See also BUD-
KA
���º5
ª�5
)��4
�Á[14.

68 MUNRO 1973, 43[71.
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prow and poop. The personnel of the night-bark 
are named by small label texts from front to back: 
Isis, Maat, Re-Horakhty, chief of the gods, Atum, 
Lord of the bark.

Below, in another panel, Imhotep stands on the 
right in the pose of adoration in front of a row of 
gods: Re-Horakhty, chief of the gods, Atum, Osi-
ris, Isis, Nephthys, Imsety, Anubis, who is at the 
place of embalming. In front of Isis and Nephthys, 
short texts name provisions to Imhotep: Isis gives 
textile, clothing and oil, while Nephthys gives 
myrrh.
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is a simple offering formula in favour of Imhotep. 
As an unusual feature, the space reserved for the 
name of the owner’s mother was left blank in the 
last line. 

Transliteration
1.   Htp -dj-njsw n Wsjr-xnt j-Jmnt . t nTr aA nb 

AbDw As . t nTrj . t Nb. t -Hw.t sn . t nTrj . t Jmst j
2.  Jnpw-jm j-wt xnt j sH-nTr d j. sn pr. t -xrw t , 

Hnq . t , kA.w, Apd .w, jrp, jrt . t , snTr, qbHw
3.  an t jw, mrH. t , Ssr, mnx .t , Htp.w, DfA.w,  

Hnq .wt , rnp.wt xt nb(. t) n fr(. t) ,
4.  wab, nDm , bnr pr nb.wt Hr wdHw=sn n kA 

j t -nTr Hm -nTr Jmn m Jp. t -s .wt Hm -nTr n 
Wsjr-

5.  pA sr aA m WAs. t Jj-m -Htp mAa-xrw zA j t -nTr 
WAH-jb -Ra mAa-xrw jr.n nb(. t) pr […] mAa-
xrw

Translation
1.  An offering that the king gives to Osiris-fore-

most-of-the-West, Great god, Lord of Abydos, 
to the Divine Isis, to Nephthys, the Divine sis-
ter, to Imsety,

2.  to Anubis-who-is-at-the-place-of-embalming, 
foremost of the divine tent. They may give 
invocation offering consisting of bread and 
beer, beef and fowl, wine and milk, incense 
and cold water,

3.  myrrh and oil, linen and clothing, offerings and 
provisions, donation offerings, vegetables, eve-
ry beautiful,

4.  pure, sweet and pleasant things, which may 
come from the offering tables of them for the 
ka of the divine father, prophet of Amun in 
Karnak, prophet of Osiris,

5.  the great ser in Thebes, I-m-hotep, true-of-
voice, son of the god’s father Wah-ib-Re, true-
of-voice, born to the mistress of the house […] 
true-of-voice.

That the name of the mother is not given in line 
5 is unfortunate for genealogical information. But, 
thanks to our knowledge of the wife of Wah-ib-Re 
by other sources (Docs. 8, 9, 11 and 12), it seems 
safe to reconstruct Aset-em-akh-bit here, assum-
ing that this wife was also the mother of Imhotep. 
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port, see below (Doc. 15). The family ties are also 
supported by the rare title of Imhotep “prophet of 
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also attested for Wah-ib-Re I (G42) and seems to 
have been inherited by his son.69 

Doc. 14: Panel of the canopic chest of a woman 
called Ta-ketmat – Louvre N 4364 (Fig. 11)70

This panel can be assigned with a question 
mark to Ta-ketmat, daughter of Iret-Hor-ru. Unfor-
tunately, the preserved part of the canopic chest 
only names the owner without reference to the 
parents. However, stylistic features and the deco-
ration make a relation to the family of Wah-ib-Re I 
likely. The panel, which has a black painted frame, 
depicts Anubis standing behind an offering table; 
he is offering incense (?) to one of the four sons of 
Horus, Qebehsenuef, keeping a was-scepter and an 
ankh-amulet. 

The preserved text reads:

Transliteration
+d-mdw jn QbH-sn .w=f: jnk zA={s}<f> Wsjr 
&A- (nt) -k tm mAa-xrw jj . / n (. j) xr=f wn(. j) m 
zA=f dmD(. j) n=T q sw=T nw{.t}<j>

69 For this title, see COULON 2010, 130. 70 This panel is part of the Drovetti collection; measurement: 
30.8 x 20cm.
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Translation
To recite by Qebehsenuef: I am {her}<his> son the 
Osiris Ta-katem, true-of-voice. I have come to 
him, so that I may be his protection. I will unite to 
you your bones, I will assemble ...71

This scene with Anubis is unattested on cano-
pic chests dated to the 4th
 '��
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3rd century BC in Thebes. A similar scene is pre-
served on the canopic chest Louvre AF 1348072 
(Salt no. 3293): Anubis gives offerings in front of 
two of the four sons of Horus on the two sides of 
the chest. The owner of Louvre AF 13480, Horbik, 
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Berenice II), providing as the date of the chest the 

second half of the 3rd century BC. Louvre N 4364 
can be considered as an important stage in the 
development of the iconography of the chests 
towards the second half of the 3rd century BC. Two 
other Ptolemaic canopic chests now kept in the 
Louvre (N 2696 and N 2662) can be attributed to 
family members of Pa-di-Amun-neb-nesut-tawy I 
and derive from TT 414.73 

3.1 Summary of secondary sources

On the basis of the secondary sources, the family-
tree now also includes some of the female mem-
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genealogical register established by Reiser-Haslau-
er are possible. The following unions of references 
are possible, as the objects refer to only one and 
the same person: G65/G66; G42/G44; G34/36 and 
G117/11874.

Three primary sources mentioned above (Docs. 
2, 3, 6) testify the name and genealogy of Iret-Hor-
��
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an museums, adding some new data about this 
individual. In particular, some fresh observations 
on his titles are possible. It can be stated that sev-
eral of his titles were inherited from father (Wah-
ib-Re I, G42) to son.75 As for the hierarchy of the 
titles, it must be noted that Iret-Hor-ru was possi-
bly the second son of Wah-ib-re I, following Pa-di-
Amun-neb-nesut-tawy and preceding his other 
brother Imhotep;76 his inherited titles were modest 
in comparison with his father’s and elder brother’s. 
Nevertheless, the richness and execution of his 
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been quite wealthy.

A new addition to Reiser-Haslauer’s geneoalogi-
cal register is Wah-ib-Re V, previously not noted. It 
seems likely that the father of this individual, Pa-
di-Amun-neb-nesut-tawy, was the elder son of 
Wah-ib-Re I (G42), according to the well attested 
name giving custom in ancient Egypt. Thus, Wah-
ib-Re V probably inherited the most important 
titles from his father and grandfather, but only two 
titles are known from the cartonnage (Doc. 7): 

71 Late version of Elias’ canopic spell 27, ELIAS 1993, 578. A 
possible continuation is: nw (. j) n=T a. t=T Dt
 Ñ
 �
 (���

assemble for you your limbs forever.

72 GUICHARD 2013, 288–289.
73 BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 238, n. 171; GUICHARD 

2013, 298–299.

74
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75 Common titles are god’s father, prophet of Amun, sAx-

wDA. t, scribe of the district of the town.
76 Imhotep seems to be very young, almost a child, on his 

funerary stela (Durham, Durham University Museum, EG 
605, Doc. 13).  

Fig. 11  Panel of the canopic chest of a woman called  
Ta-ketmat – Louvre N 4364.  

Photo: © Musée du Louvre/Christian Décamps.
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god’s father, prophet of Amun-Re, Lord of the 
throne of the two lands in the Akh-menu. In case 
that Pa-di-Amun-neb-nesut-tawy had several off-
spring, Wah-ib-Re V was the eldest son, named 
after his grandfather Wah-ib-Re I. The fact that 
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only modest cartonnage panels may suggest that 
the former splendour of the family, very well trace-
able by the burial of Wah-ib-Re I and his sons, was 
gone and his titles may not express actual power.77  
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tion of As . t -m -Ax-bj. t (G11) as wife of Wah-ib-Re 
I/III/IV. Thanks to this new, once missing part of 
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strated in the following.

4. Newly assigned pieces from TT 414

6�4
 ��£
 <�)�
 �
 ��
 �
 #'	����]�
 �¼���¼�`
 &

Asasif Reg. No. 759

From the original burial chamber of Ankh-Hor, 
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were found in the debris (left: 25 x 24.5 x 19cm; 
right: 26 x 15cm, thickness 5cm). Reg. No. 759 
was painted in the well-attested early Ptolemaic 
black and yellow style.78 This piece allows the 
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as G17.

On the fragment from the left side, two vertical 
text columns, facing right and giving the name 
and title of the owner, have survived:
1. Hm -nTr n Jmn m Jp. t -s .wt
The prophet of Amun of Karnak
2. Jj-m -Htp mAa-xrw
Imhotep, true-of-voice
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part, again with two vertical lines, this time facing 
left:
1.  Hm -nTr n Jmn-m -Jp. t -s .wt Jj- [. . .
 The prophet of Amun of Karnak, I[mhotep]

2.  ...] mAa-xrw  jr{t}.n nb. t -pr As . t - (m) -Ax- 
b[ j . t . . .] 

 ...] true-of-voice, made by (born of) the mis-
tress of the house, Aset-(m)-akh-b[it...].
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it allows identifying Aset-(m)-akh-bit of G16 with 
the person holding the same name, listed previous-
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original chamber of Ankh-Hor was used, illustra-
ting the diversity of tomb-use by one and the same 
family in Ptolemaic times.79

Doc. 16: Canopic box of Wah-ib-Re II – Asasif 
Reg. No. 377c (Fig. 12)

The side board of a canopic box was found by 
the Austrian Mission in the lower debris of the 
“Lichthof” of TT 414, in front of its northern 
wall.80 Reg. No. 377c (43.5 x 8.2 x 1.3cm) can be 
assigned to type C2 by Aston, although little has 
survived. The preserved fragment is from the right 
side panel of the box, designed with three regis-
ters. The lowest one shows the palace-façade-
motif; in the upper ones two deities are depicted. 
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the text), accompanied by the lion-headed Bastet-
tjay81 in the second panel. Both are holding two 
knives in their hands, facing to the right. They are 
dressed in red, their skin (hands and face) are 
painted in green. Accompanying texts name the 
gods and the owner of the box, who can be identi-
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Horizontal line above Imsety (fragmented): 
Wsjr zXA […] – the Osiris scribe […]

Vertical text in front of Imsety: Jmst j jr(. j) zA 
n Wsjr WAH-jb -Ra zA n ¡r 

Imsety: (I) make protection for Osiris Wah-ib-
re, son of Hor

77 Note, however, general remarks about possible variations 
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78 See BUDKA, MEKIS and BRUWIER 2013, 215 with references.
79 See BUDKA 2010b.

80 See REISER-HASLAUER 1982a, 271 (G43); BUDKA 2006, 
vol. IV, 192, cat. 492. For a close, complete analogy see: 
TZACHOU-ALEXANDRI 1995, 138, XXXV, X 72.

81 This genius forms a quartet with Jnpw-jm j -wt, @r-Hrj-
ns . t - f and Qfdnw, also known as the “four sons of Osi-
ris”, see COULON
����5
¨¨Ñ���4

�'�4
Á

8�(�!
'�������
"�����
���
��
¹�¹
(��	
)��
��'���
Doc. 15 <�)� Asasif, Reg. No. 759 TT 414, room 7/1,2
Doc. 16 Canopic box Asasif, Reg. No. 337c TT 414, “Lichthof”
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Horizontal line above Bastet-tjay (fragmented): 
nTr.w q rs ms ? [. . .] – gods, the burial ? […]

Vertical text in front of Bastet-tjay: BAst . t -TAj 
jr(. j) zA n Wsjr WAH-jb -Ra ms (n) Jr. t j-r=w

Bastet-tjay: (I) make protection for the Osiris 
Wah-ib-re, born of Irty-eru.

5. Conclusion

As illustrated, a joint analysis of objects from TT 
414 and from museums and collections in Europe 
can provide fresh data for the prosopography of 
families buried during the 4th and 3rd centuries BC 
in the Asasif. On the basis of the complete set 
of objects presented above, the family-tree of 
Wah-ib-Re I takes the following form (see p. 237, 
top):

In particular, the demotic mummy labels from 
TT 414 proved to be highly relevant for identifying 
persons. Thanks to the reassessment of the data, 
fresh light was shed on the identities of several 
individuals with the name of Wah-ib-Re interred 
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ib-Re I is identical with Wah-ib-Re III and IV. 
Therefore, the ownership of objects like the BM 
stela 8641 was reassigned. Secondly, the demotic 
mummy label Reg. No. 617 (09/04) contributed to 
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known grandson of Wah-ib-Re I/III/IV. Wah-ib-
Re II (G43), known only from Doc. 16, is now 
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IV. Thirdly, the previously only proposed son of 
Wah-ib-Re I/III/IV, Imhotep, is now established as 
an offspring thanks to the Durham stela. Finally, a 
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gives the name of his mother, wife of Wah-ib-Re I/
III/IV, Aset-em-akh-bit. Moreover, the already 
published demotic mummy labels helped to clarify 
additional family ties of Wah-ib-Re I/III/IV: two 
further sons are attested and were buried in TT 
414 (Pa-di-Amun-neb-nesut-tawy, G76a and Iret-
Hor-ru, G34/36).

Although little has survived from the original 
burial equipment of the family from TT 414 itself, 
objects looted from the tomb and now distributed 
in various collections and museums add much 
information for the reconstruction of the tomb 
groups. Thanks to the newly established family 
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and will contribute to the general understanding of 
tomb groups during the 30th Dynasty and Ptolema-
ic times in Thebes.
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