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At the eastern shore of the Adri-
atic lies an archive with holdings of 
considerable richness. The Croatian 
6WDWH�$UFKLYH�RI�=DGDU��'UçDYQL�$UKLY�
u Zadru, DAZD) is the main archive 
IRU�9HQHWLDQ��)UHQFK�DQG�+DEVEXUJ�
Dalmatia. The State Archive of Zadar 
offers a broad range of research pos-
sibilities and allows insight into the 
FRPSOH[�KLVWRU\�RI�ERWK�XUEDQ�DQG�
rural Dalmatia.

Holdings from the period before 1797
The State Archive in Zadar contains 
QRW�RQO\�YDULRXV�FROOHFWLRQV�SHUWDLQLQJ�
WR�WKH�FLW\�RI�=DGDU��EXW�DOVR�WR�PDQ\�
RWKHU�SODFHV�LQ�'DOPDWLD��IURP�.RUĀXOD�
in the south to the Kvarner Islands in 

the north. The Archive itself was cre-
DWHG�LQ�WKH�\HDU�������DOEHLW�PRVW�RI�
the communal archives were trans-
IHUUHG�RQO\�DIWHU�WKH�HQG�RI�9HQHWLDQ�
rule. Among these are the communal 
archives of Rab, Šibenik, Trogir, Split, 
+YDU�DQG�.RUĀXOD��7KH�VWDWH�DQG�ULFK-
ness of these communal archives varies 
JUHDWO\��,Q�JHQHUDO��LW�PD\�EH�SHUFHLYHG�
that the second Venetian takeover at 
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\�FRU-
responds to an increase in the archi-
val material preserved in the case of 
several cities.

These communal archives show 
signs of having suffered damage on 
frequent occasions throughout his-
WRU\��)RU�LQVWDQFH��WKH�DUFKLYH�RI�WKH�

FRPPXQH�RI�+YDU�FRQWDLQV�YHU\�OLWWOH�
PDWHULDO�SUHGDWLQJ�WKH�2WWRPDQ�UDLG�RI�
������2WKHUV�OLNH�WKH�DUFKLYHV�RI�6SOLW�
DQG�.RUĀXOD�RIIHU�H[WHQVLYH�HYLGHQFH�
IRU�HDUOLHU�SHULRGV��)RU�WKH�FLW\�RI�
Zadar there is no single communal 
archive, as the archival holdings have 
been organized into single collections 
according to respective communal 
DXWKRULW\��$PRQJ�WKH�ROGHVW�KROGLQJV�
are the archives of the Benedictine 
PRQDVWHU\�RI�6Y��.UåHYDQ�LQ�=DGDU�DV�
well as the archive of the diocese of 
Skradin.
$OVR��WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�LQYHQWRULHV�
UHODWLQJ�WR�HDFK�DUFKLYH�YDULHV�JUHDWO\��
:KLOVW�WKHUH�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�QHZ�LQYHQ-
tories for some holdings, such as the 
communal archive of Trogir, other in-
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YHQWRULHV�VWLOO�GDWH�IURP�WKH�ÀUVW�KDOI�RI�
WKH���WK�&HQWXU\��,Q�JHQHUDO��LW�FDQ�EH�
assumed that the communal archives 
DUH�DOO�RUJDQL]HG�FKURQRORJLFDOO\��D�IDFW�
WKDW�JUHDWO\�IDFLOLWDWHV�UHVHDUFK��

Whereas communal archives in Dal-
PDWLD�XVXDOO\�FRQWDLQ�QRWDU\�UHFRUGV��
this is not the case for those of Rab, 
Pag, Zadar, Skradin, Šibenik and Split. 
For these cities the records have been 
organized into separate collections, 
GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��5DE��
to 1797. The archives of Venetian 
SURYLQFLDO�RIÀFLDOV�DOVR�IRUP�SDUW�RI�
the holdings of the State Archive in 
Zadar. Among these are the archives of 
the Provveditore Generale in Dalmazia 
ed Albania (1597-1797), the Sindici 
Inquisitori in Dalmazia ed Albania 
������������DQG�WKH�6LQGLFL�$YRJD-
dori (1420-1621). In addition, various 
familial archives contain material relat-
LQJ�SULPDULO\�WR�=DUDWLQH�IDPLOLHV��

Furthermore, the records of broth-
erhoods, organizations similar to the 
scuole in Venice, contain material from 
WKH�ÀIWHHQWK�WR�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��
Records of civil status for the period 
1565 to 1943 were centralized in the 
Archive. In this regard it is worth not-
LQJ�WKDW�PDQ\�'DOPDWLDQ�SDULVKHV�PD\�
have retained some records and histori-
FDO�GRFXPHQWV��XVXDOO\�GDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�
VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\�RU�ODWHU��7KH�$UFKLYH�
also possesses a notable collection of 
maps and plans. The most interesting 
DPRQJ�WKHP�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�WKH�9HQHWLDQ�
cadastre (1597-1797), of which both 
maps and register books are preserved.

Holdings from the period after 1797
7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�KROGLQJV�RI�WKH-
Zadar State Archive date from after 
the fall of the Venetian Republic in 
1797. As in other archives, this period 
RIIHUV�D�YHU\�EURDG�YDULHW\�RI�FRO-
lections created under six different 
rulers. Among these are the archives 
RI�WKH�)UHQFK�UXOHUVKLS��������������
ZKHQ�'DOPDWLD�ZDV�SDUW�RI�WKH�,OO\ULDQ�
3URYLQFHV��DQG�WKH�DUFKLYHV�RI�WKH�ÀUVW�
DQG�VHFRQG�+DEVEXUJ�UXOHUVKLSV�������

�����������������ZKHQ�WKH�.LQJGRP�
of Dalmatia was a part of the Danube 
0RQDUFK\��'XH�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�FLW\�
RI�=DGDU�ZDV�SDUW�RI�,WDO\�EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG�������WKH�FROOHFWLRQV�IRU�WKLV�
time contain the archive of the Italian 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��\HW�DOVR�WKH�DUFKLYHV�
RI�WKH�WKHQ�<XJRVODY�FRPPXQHV�ZKLFK�
EHORQJ�QRZ�WR�WKH�FRXQW\�RI�=DGDU��
,QWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�DUFKLYH�RI�WKH�<XJR-
slav consulate in Zadar (1921-1941) is 
also part of these holdings. There is a 
ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�KROGLQJV�UHODWLQJ�WR�WKH�
<XJRVODY�SHULRG��������������LQFOXG-
ing communal archives, the archive of 
the communal hospital and the records 
of local schools and social and cultural 
institutions and associations, such as 
WKH�0DWLFD�'DOPDWLQVND�������������
DQG�WKH�7HDWUR�9HUGL��������������
&RPSDQ\�DUFKLYHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�IURP�
socialist times, are also part of the 
Archive’s holdings. The most notable 
among them is the archive of the Mara-
VFKLQR�)DFWRU\�´)UDQFHVFR�'ULROLµ�
�����������������

Practical Work in the Archive and 
the State of the Collections
2XU�UHVHDUFK�LV�EDVHG�XSRQ�WKH�FRP-
PXQDO�DUFKLYH�RI�.RUĀXOD��ZKLFK�LV�
also preserved in the Croatian State 
Archive in Zadar. In total the com-
PXQDO�DUFKLYH�RI�.RUĀXOD�FRQWDLQV�����
archival units, amounting to a grand 
WRWDO�RI����UXQQLQJ�PHWHUV��ZLWK�PDWH-
ULDO�GDWLQJ�IURP������WR�������%R[HV���
to 36 contain records from the period 
EHWZHHQ�WKH�WDNHRYHU�E\�WKH�9HQHWLDQ�
administration in 1420 and the end of 
WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKH�
LQYHQWRU\�IRU�WKH�DUFKLYH�RI�.RUĀXOD�LV�
VOLJKWO\�RXWGDWHG��3UDFWLFDO�ZRUN�ZLWK�
the boxes has therefore to follow the 
SK\VLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�GRFX-
ments. Similar to other fonds in the 
Archivio di Stato di Venezia, as for 
example the fonds of “Duca di Can-
GLD´��WKH�FRPPXQDO�DUFKLYH�RI�.RUĀXOD�
is divided into fascicles according 
to the communal institutions which 
SURGXFHG�WKHP��QDPHO\�WKH�FKDQFHOOHU\�

of the Comes (Cancellaria comitis), the 
ÀVFDO�FKDPEHU��&DPHUD�ÀVFDOLV��DQG�
WKH�PLQRU�DQG�WKH�PDMRU�FRXUW��&XULD�
maior et minor). Documents emanating 
IURP�WKH�QRWDULHV�RI�WKH�FLW\�DQG�LVODQG�
RI�.RUĀXOD�ZHUH�DOVR�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQWR�
the archives.

Furthermore, the documents are 
XVXDOO\�RUGHUHG�FKURQRORJLFDOO\�DQG�
collected as papers and fascicles 
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHLU�SHULRG�RI�RIÀFH�RI�
single Comites. This means that among 
the papers assigned to the tenure of 
D�VLQJOH�&RPHV��RQH�PD\�ÀQG�D�ZLGH�
YDULHW\�RI�GRFXPHQW�W\SHV�SURGXFHG�DW�
URXJKO\�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�E\�FRPPXQDO�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�E\�QRWDULHV�
7KLV�RIIHUV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�VWXG\LQJ�
single boxes as a means of obtaining 
a temporal cross-section, a practi-
cal approach suiting the aims of our 
FXUUHQW�SURMHFW��:KHQ�GRLQJ�VXFK�D�
FURVV�VHFWLRQ��YDULRXV�GRFXPHQW�W\SHV�
are considered.

5HFRUGV�RI�WKH�FLW\·V�FRXQFLO�FRQ-
tain information regarding elections 
WR�FRPPXQDO�RIÀFH��&RUUHVSRQGHQFH�
books consist of letters received from 
other Dalmatian cities and from central 
RIÀFHV�LQ�9HQLFH��-XULGLFDO�UHFRUGV�
can be divided into criminal (Crimi-
nalia) and civil cases (Civilia), with 
PDMRU�WULDOV�DQG�ODZVXLWV�RIWHQ�NHSW�DV�
separate documents outside the regular 
fascicles. Petitions are also of great 
value, offering new insights into the 
political life of the commune. Ac-
counting books and licenses in general, 
including export licenses, are also to 
be found. Among the notarial acts one 
ÀQGV�FRQWUDFWV��WHVWDPHQWV�DQG�SURFX-
ratorial contracts (Procurae).

In terms of language, most older 
documents are composed in Latin. 
2YHU�WLPH�WKH�ODQJXDJH�FKDQJHV�JUDG-
XDOO\�WR�WKH�YHUQDFXODU��ZKLFK�LQ�WKLV�
case is a Venetian dialect. This poses 
some interesting problems — partic-
XODUO\�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�DJULFXOWXUH�³�DV�
TXLWH�D�IHZ�WHUPV�DUH�IDU�EH\RQG�WKH�
FRQWHQWV�RI�DQ\�GLFWLRQDU\��
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The conservational condition of 
WKH�SDSHUV�YDULHV�JUHDWO\��:KLOH�VRPH�
fascicles are in a perfect state, others 
are in pitiful condition. Damage has 
PDLQO\�EHHQ�FDXVHG�E\�ZDWHU�DQG�LQ-
VHFWV��RIWHQ�DIIHFWLQJ�RQO\�WKH�ÀUVW�DQG�
last pages of a fascicle. 

Our Current Research 
)RU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��ZH�KDYH�VSHQW�D�
considerable amount of time conduct-
ing research in the State Archive of 
Zadar. Therefore we would like to use 
the occasion to shed some light on our 
FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�DQG�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
give a few practical hints on research 
at the Archive.

:H�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RXU�
3K'�3URMHFWV�RQ�ODWH�PHGLHYDO�'DOPD-
WLD�DV�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
Special Research Program “Visions 
RI�&RPPXQLW\µ�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
9LHQQD��$XVWULD��2XU�SURMHFW�SDUW��HQWL-
WOHG�´6RFLHW\��6WDWHKRRG�DQG�5HOLJLRQ�
in Late Medieval Dalmatia” focuses 
RQ�WKH�LVODQG�RI�.RUĀXOD�GXULQJ�WKH�
��WK�DQG�HDUO\���WK�FHQWXULHV��WKHUHE\�
GHOLEHUDWHO\�H[SORLWLQJ�WKH�ULFKQHVV�
of its communal archive in respect 
of the relevant period. As part of the 
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�SURMHFW�´9LVLRQV�RI�
&RPPXQLW\�µ�RXU�SURMHFW�FHQWHUV�RQ�
the manner in which late medieval 
communities functioned. This has 
the potential to reveal perceptions or 
YLVLRQV�RI�FRPPXQLW\��

7KH�LVODQG�RI�.RUĀXOD�LV�RI�SDUWLFX-
lar interest, because the source material 
preserved in the State Archive of Zadar 
HQFRPSDVVHV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�FLW\��EXW�WKH�
HQWLUH�LVODQG��7KLV�RIIHUV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�
RI�VWXG\LQJ�XUEDQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�UXUDO�OLIH��
+HQFH��)DELDQ�.�PPHOHU�VWXGLHV�UXUDO�
FRPPXQLWLHV�RQ�.RUĀXOD��LQ�SDUWLFX-
lar herdsmen, but also villagers like 
women and men engaged in farming, 
ZLQH�JURZLQJ�DQG�ÀVKLQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�
UXUDO�QREOHPHQ��8VLQJ�D�PLFURKLVWRU-
LFDO�DSSURDFK��KH�DQDO\VHV�KRZ�WKHVH�
rural communities functioned, how 
WKH\�HQYLVDJHG�WKHLU�FRPPRQDOLWLHV��
DQG�KRZ�FRQÁLFWV�ZHUH�PHGLDWHG�LQ�UX-

UDO�DUHDV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��.�PPHOHU�
FRQWH[WXDOL]HV�KLV�DQDO\VLV�DJDLQVW�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�PXOWL�OD\HUHG�VRFLDO��
SROLWLFDO��HFRQRPLF�DQG�MXULGLFDO�VWUXF-
WXUHV�DQG�G\QDPLFV�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
WKH�UXUDO�DUHDV�RI�.RUĀXOD��9HQHWLDQ�
Dalmatia and the Eastern Mediter-
UDQHDQ�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��6DVFKD�
Attia focuses on the urban realm of 
.RUĀXOD��H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�
IXQFWLRQLQJ�RI�ERWK�QRUPDWLYHO\�GH-
ÀQHG�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�RQHV�DULVLQJ�
from a particular set of circumstances 
�´VLWXDWLRQDOµ���+H�DGGUHVVHV�TXHVWLRQV�
FRQFHUQLQJ�VRFLDO�G\QDPLFV��FRQÁLFW�
and cooperation, and examines the 
LQWHUDFWLRQV�RI�WKH�FLW\·V�LQKDELWDQWV��
SUHGRPLQDQWO\�SDWULFLDQV��DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�
VWXG\�RQ�WKH�2EUDGL�IDPLO\�EHORZ�

7KHUHE\�ZH�ERWK�DSSO\�D�PLFURKLV-
torical approach focusing on selected 
protagonists, their surroundings and 
their “Lebenswelt.” The core suppo-
sition is that decisions of individuals 
also shape their surrounding world, 
PRUH�SUHFLVHO\�WKDW�WKH�VRFLDO�HQYLURQ-
PHQW�LV�VKDSHG�E\�WKH�WRWDOLW\�RI�LQGL-
vidual decisions. Therefore, decisions 
and actions of individuals are at the 
KHDUW�RI�RXU�UHVHDUFK��%\�WDNLQJ�DFWLRQV�
DORQJ�FXVWRPDU\�SDWWHUQV��RU�LQ�RWKHU�
words, along their particular “visions 
RI�FRPPXQLW\�µ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DFWLYH-
O\�SHUSHWXDWHG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�WKHLU�
social environment. To put this into 
an individual perspective: individuals 
acted according to their own beliefs 
and conscience, i.e. their individual 
“Lebenswelt,” and thus formed their 
social environment.

This, however, does not mean, 
that we are not interested in the wider 
social environment of the individuals 
concerned. As previous studies in 
respect of the Venetian Stato da Mar 
KDYH�JHQHUDOO\�EHHQ�FRQGXFWHG�IURP�
D�9HQHWLDQ�DQG�PRVWO\�QRUPDWLYH�
SHUVSHFWLYH��ZH�DLP�VLPSO\�WR�FRPSOH-
PHQW�WKH�LPDJH�E\�DGGLQJ�WZR�VWXGLHV�
IURP�D�YHU\�PXFK�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�SUDF-
tical point of view.

In practical terms, this means that 
we have chosen a set of protagonists 
whom we follow over several decades. 
&OHDUO\��WKH�RYHUDOO�JRDO�RI�RXU�VWXGLHV�
LV�QRW�WR�DFKLHYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYLW\�EXW�
H[HPSODULW\�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�VWDWLFV�
DQG�G\QDPLFV�RI�VRFLHW\��2XU�VWXG-
ies are aimed at complementing the 
research on the normative and legal 
framework of urban as well as rural 
societies and to deliver new insights 
E\�UDLVLQJ��DQG�KRSHIXOO\�DQVZHULQJ��
questions on institutional, legal and 
social practice from an individual 
perspective. Therefore our research en-
compasses a broad range of topics and 
sources, from legal aspects to econom-
ic questions and social issues.

2YHUDOO��WKH�PRVW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�FDVHV�
encountered in the course of our 
research are those in which an indi-
vidual’s “Lebenswelt” departed from 
the common ground. In other words, 
situations in which individuals took 
actions and decisions which disrupted 
VRFLDO�QRUPV�DQG�SDWWHUQV��3UHFLVHO\�
in these incidents, the aforementioned 
tensions between individual interests 
and social restrictions become visible. 
This leads to core questions on how 
FRQÁLFW�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�KHOSHG�VKDSH�
communities. For our research, the 
G\QDPLFV�RI�FRQÁLFW�DQG�FRRSHUDWLRQ�
DQG�LWV�LPSDFW�RQ�RVWHQVLEO\�LQDOWHUDEOH�
rules and forms of organization are of 
great interest.

In a recent paper, we examined a 
SULVRQ�EUHDN�LQ�.RUĀXOD�DQG�LWV�VRFLDO��
SROLWLFDO�DQG�MXULVGLFWLRQDO�LPSDFW�RQ�
WKH�LVODQG·V�FRPPXQH��7KHUHE\�ZH�
FRXOG�UHO\�RQ�VWXGLHV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�
2OLYHU�-HQV�6FKPLWW��ZKR�LQYHVWLJDWHG�
socio-political, economic and ecolog-
LFDO�SDWWHUQV�RQ�WKH�,VODQG�RI�.RUĀXOD�
and with whom we work together 
FORVHO\�RQ�RXU�SURMHFW�

,Q�ODWH�2FWREHU�������WKH�SDWULFLDQ�
6HU�)UDQFLVFXV�GH�2EUDGL�ZDV�IUHHG�
IURP�WKH�FLW\·V�SULVRQ�LQ�.RUĀXOD�E\�
two of his sons, who dug out a hole 
in the prison wall. Ser Franciscus de 
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2EUDGL�KDG�EHHQ�GHWDLQHG�LQ�.RUĀXOD�DW�
the demand of the Venetian Avogaria di 
Comun, and was supposed to be turned 
RYHU�WR�9HQLFH�VXEVHTXHQWO\��$QWLFLSDW-
ing such an event, the Venetian gover-
QRU�LQ�.RUĀXOD�LVVXHG�D�FRPPLQDWLRQ��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV��DQ\�DWWHPSW�WR�IUHH�
Ser Franciscus from prison would be 
SXQLVKHG�ZLWK�D�ÀQH�DQG�SHQDOL]HG�
ZLWK�D�WZR�\HDU�ORQJ�EDQLVKPHQW�IURP�
the island.

,Q�GHÀDQFH�RI�WKLV�SXQLVKPHQW��WZR�
RI�KLV�VRQV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�OLEHUDWHG�WKHLU�
father from prison. Following the com-
mination, investigations were carried 
out on this incident. These led ulti-
PDWHO\�WR�D�FULPLQDO�SURFHGXUH�EHLQJ�
undertaken against the two sons of Ser 
Franciscus. In almost scenic descrip-
tions, the reader learns of the patricians 
that gathered around the Comes in 
WKH�ORJJLD��WKH�FRPPXQH·V�RIÀFLDOV�
that investigated the incident and the 
PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�ZLWQHVVHV�GUDZQ�IURP�
YLUWXDOO\�DOO�WKH�FLW\·V�VRFLDO�VWUDWD��,Q�
their testimonies these witnesses even 
GHVFULEH�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�FRQÁLFW�RQ�WKHLU�
life and on their visions of communi-
W\��,Q�FRQVHTXHQFH��ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�
plunge into the life of Franciscus de 
2EUDGL�DQG�RI�QXPHURXV�RWKHU�LQGLYLG-
uals, and to examine the embossing 
IRUFH�RI�FRQÁLFWV�IRU�WKH�FRPPXQH�DQG�
the different (situational) communi-
WLHV���QRW�VROHO\�LQ�LWV�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�DV�
prison break. 

Embedded into the overall histori-
cal, political, economic and social pro-
cesses, we were able to show how their 
self-interest made Ser Franciscus and 
his two sons turn against the interests 
RI�WKHLU�FRPPXQH�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�ZHUH�
excluded from the commune and ban-
ished from the island in consequence. 
<HW��MXVW�DV�PXFK�DV�LW�KDG�DQ�LPSDFW�
RQ�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�2EUDGL�IDPLO\��
this incident also left its mark on the 
local commune. 

'UçDYQL�$UKLY�X�=DGUX
$GGUHVV��5XāHUD�%RåNRYLþD�EE��������
Zadar
+RXUV��0�)������WR��������:��H[FHSW�
IURP�-XO\��DQG�$XJ�������WR������
Website: http://www.dazd.hr
$UFKLYDO�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHP��KWWS���
arhinet.arhiv.hr 
7HOHSKRQH�����������������
)D[�����������������

3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�SKRWRJUDSK\�LQ�WKH�
Archive requires permission and is 
OLPLWHG�WR����SLFWXUHV�SHU�GD\�DQG�
person. Also, the Archive charges a 
modest fee for its use.

For a complete overview over the 
holdings of Croatian Archives, see: 
.RODQRYLþ��-RVLS��3UHJOHG�DUKLYVNLK�
IRQGRYD�L�]ELUNL�5HSXEOLNH�+UYDWVNH��
Zagreb 2006, 2. vols.

$OVR��-RVLS�.RODQRYLþ�DQG�WKH�
Archive will publish an extensive 
two volume guide to the Archive: 
.RODQRYLþ��-RVLS��HW��DO���HGV����9RGLĀ�
GUçDYQRJ�DUKLYD�X�=DGUX����YRO���=DGDU�
(in print). 

The VISCOM-Project
7KH�9LHQQD�EDVHG�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�
UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�´9LVLRQV�RI�&RPPX-
QLW\µ��9,6&20��XQLWHV�VFKRODUV�IURP�
WKH�ÀHOGV�RI�KLVWRU\�DQG�VRFLDO�DQWKUR-
SRORJ\��DV�ZHOO�DV�WLEHWRORJ\�DQG�DUW�
KLVWRU\��8VLQJ�D�FRPSDUDWLYH�DSSURDFK��
WKH�SURMHFW�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�YLVLRQV�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�DQG�RQ�WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�RI�
different communities between 400 
DQG�������,Q�ÀYH�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFWV��
VSDQQLQJ�IURP�HDUO\�PHGLHYDO�(XURSH�
and late medieval Central Europe and 
Dalmatia to South Arabia and Tibet, 
YDULRXV�IRUPV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�DUH�EHLQJ�
VWXGLHG��7KH�3URMHFW�LV�D�FRRSHUDWLRQ� 
RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�9LHQQD�WRJHWKHU�
ZLWK�WKH�$XVWULDQ�$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFHV�
DQG�IXQGHG�E\�WKH�):)�$XVWULDQ� 
Science Fund. 

The research team on late medieval 
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